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PEBATE HEATS UP IN US CONGRES 
OVER PALESTINIAN STATEHOOD 


AS WASHINGTON AWAITS for 
the anticipated meeting 
between US President Bill 
Clinton and Palestinian President 
\bsser Arafat in the White House 
this Hiesday. an unexpected 
debate is heating up in Congress 
over die declaration of a 
Palestinian state. 

The debate started last week 
following a noihbinding resolu- 
tion passed in tlie House of 
Representatives 180*24, whicii 
called on President Clinton not 
to recognize a* unilateral 
Palestinian declaration of an 
independent state on May 4. 

Many House members rose in 
opposition to tiie resolution that 
singled obt the Palestinian 
Authority for condemnation 
based on a possible future unilat- 
eral declaration while ignoring 
Israel’s unprecedented daily uni- 
lateral actions including settle- 
ment expansion and confiscation 
of Palestinian land. Although the 
resolution was co-sponsoied by 
more than 200 members, It on^ 
readied the floor after some 
House leaders tiiwarted the 
committee process in order to 
bring it to a vote under "suspen- 
sion of rules," 


However, the attempt to stiile 
debate and prevent amendments 
to this one-sided resolution 
failed as numerous members 
cook to the floor to address the 
resolution's inherent bios, Israeli 
unilateral actions and Palestinian 
aspirations. According to sources 
In Congress, the roll call vote 
reveals that more than 50 mem- 
bers of Congress refused to sup- 
port this effort even after an 
extensive lobbying campaign by 
AlPAC and the resolution’s sup* 
porters. 

In response to a question by 
The Arab Daily, Republican 
Representative Tom Campbell 
from Califoniia who voted 
against the resohition, said this 
resolution marks a very signifi- 
cant beginning. "I noted not only 
the number of members who 
voted no, but the number of 
members who spoke for 
Palestinian rights. The winning 
argument is fairness.' and not 
political constituendes. I always 
ask my colleagues why the 
Palestininns should not have 
their own country; but I receive 
no good answer. The United 
nations voted In 1948 to have a 
Jewish nation and a Palestinian 


from MUNIR K. NASSER 
Chlet Correspondent 
In WSahlnglon 

nation in Palestine. If the 
Palestinian people wish to 
declare a state, it is their right” 
he said. 

James Zogby, President of the 
Arab American Institute wliich 
led a major lobbying effort 
against the resolution, told Tire 
Arab Daily this is no longer a sit- 
uation were people simply do 
have a blind pro-Israel attinide. 
"This vote should not be con- 
fiised with support for Israel and 
opposition to Palestinian state- 
hood." lie said. 

"It was a dumb effort by the 
pro-Israel lobby to show muscle. 
The fact that 24 members of 
Congress voted no and a dozen 
of them got up and gave a very 
strong call about refugees, 
human riglits, and about state- 
hood and'Justice for Palestinians, 
was unexpected in Congress." 

Zogby believes tliat the power 
of the Jewish lobby in Congress 
is exaggerated. Members of 
Congress caniiot fear AliV^C 
"because they have created a 
- myth over the years. We allowed 


them to create this myth and it is 
time that we defeat tliat myth by 
increasing our efforts of lobbying 
more members of Congress,” lie 
said. 

Speaking at a press conference 
last week at the steps of the 
Capitol Hill following the vote, 
Jim Zogby thanked members of 
Congress who voted against tiie 
resolution and invited sonic of 
them to speak at the conference'. 
He said the Palestinian riglits 
issue prior to tills voce was only 
debated on television and public 
forums across the country. 
"Today, it has entered the halls of 
Congress," lie declared. 

"Many Congressmen, not only 
the 24 who voted against it, 
understood that the resolution 
was one sided. They understood 
that the Palestinians have legiti- 
mate rights dial have to be con- 
sidered." 

Zogby said this resolution C(l^ 
l ies a message to Americans and 
to the Arab world. "It was not a 
defeat, but a victory that signals 
the beginning of an important 
debate. The deadly silence that 
■ has surrounded this Issue in 
Congress has been ended. We 


now have voices nut only of 
courage, but voices of comnion 
sense. It is not a big step, but a 
first step and icc has been bro- 
ken. Poi' so lung people have 
been afraid." 

Representative Campbell, who 
appeared ar the press confer- 
ence, said one of tiie most 
important issues debated in the 
House was fairness to the 
Palestinians and whetlier they 
have the right to a state. "I htive 
traveled to tiie West Rank and 
Gaza and 1 liave talked to cliil- 
dren and felt their suffering. To 
' tell lliem that tliey don't have a 
right to a nation is completely 
wrong, " he stated. 

Another Congressman wlio 
participated in the conference 
was John Dingell, a Democrai 
from Michigan. He said "we are 
not going to achieve peace in the 
Middle East unless we see that 
Palesrinians receive justly and 
appropriately what is tlieirs. 

Unfortunately, the resoiiition 
taken by the House did not ineei 
those tests. Regrettably, it disre- 
garded the real need to see tu it 
that the US plays the lair role nf 
an honest broker. We need to 


protect the interest of all panieij 
without bias, and .without pi^.- 
dice. 1 believe Americans und»; 
stand this issue and a.gnm^>. 
number of the members il' 
Congress will be more vocal w 
this matter." 

Zogby stressed that he was 
joined by American Jewsh 
groups to fight this resolutiui. 
"This is not an Arab Amerioi 
issue," lie said. "We conimd 
our efforts with American Jewiih 
efforts. This is not an Arab jeuiib 
issue, it is an American peau ; 
issue, and if that comes ihnmgh. 
it becomes a matter off^mess in 
our policy debate." 

Zogby introduced Lewis Roih, 
Assistant Director of Americans 
for Peace Now, at the press con* 
ference who said he was 
pleased to see a number of voic- 
es who are saying that the best 
way tu readi peace in the Middle 
East Is to open our hands toboih 
sides and not with a dinchedfist 
(llrtictud at one side. 

GoToPage4 












pAtl that I am my mother ntfide me. . . 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS . 

nThe role of.a mother is probably the most important 
career a woman can have. 

JANET MARY RILEY . 

«A mother's love endiim through afli'In ;^pd, repute, 
in bad repute, in the face of the woiid’s condemnation, a 
mother still loves on. 

WASHINGTON IRVING . ; 

«A/o Joy in nature is SQ sub/fiiie(v aj^ling as the jo/p/ 

0 iHOt/rer nt t/w gocM//jrtu/ie o/her c/ii/d, 

, JEAN PAUL RICHTER 

aBatigq fioiusewfje and a luother 'is tHe big^t job in 
tfie.worfd, hut (/ it doesn't-interest- you, don't, do it 
. WQuid /rare made a teiirfbfe mother. ' 

KATHARINE HEPBURN ' . i 

«7he only thirig that brings undiluted saef^a!t/on is 
herreiotJon 'toason. it Is quite the alinasl comp/eierelar\,. 
lims/iJp between human beings, and the 'one that is tfie ' 
most free frop} ambivalence: ' 

SIGMUND FREUD 

t,ybu can cJioose yourJHends, but you only have otfe. 
mother, . ■ ■ ^ 

MAXSHULMAN -• , 


•Never say anything on the phone that yon would not 
want your nratfier to hear at your trial. 

SYDNEY BARROWS 

. . aEiotfc JoreiKig/ns with separateness, and ends luoue- 

. ness. Motherly fore begins in oneness, and leads to sepa- 
rdtepiess. 

ERICH FROMM 

•Who sat Olid wotcfied my inftint head when sleeping 
. in my cradle bed, and tears of sweet' q/jbetion shed? My 

■ mother:' ' . 

.. ANNTAYLORr. 

• M/ motlienls a woman who speaks with her life as 
. ...w/fh her tengire. . 

■ 'iiESAYAE.NODA 

ti hold her, iniqi^rtg that she is terrified of my body 
]. and I am torn and terri/ied from het body arid the agony 
i..ond the dov/qr d/mbt/reirfiopd'now is tlear to me. 
■'ROSEANNE' . 

^4My mother wanted me to.be her.vfingS( to /y asfhp 
. -ittver quite had the. courage to. do. - 
. • ERicA'joNG ' • 
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, NETANYAHU WARNS 
PUIANT ARAFAT AGAIHST 

declaration of 

PALESTINIAN STATE 




DAUGHTER OF the 

PEOPLE' IS itUEEN 


In order for her to be his “partner in 
his continuous struggle" in the service 
of the people, His Majesty King 
Abdullah bestowed on his wife. Rnnia, 
iheiitle of Queen. 

IVe known in you an honest nuach- 
>nent to simplicity, your ever refririning 
faHnlsuperficlal] appearances and your 
icadiness to participate in the service 
of the nation whereas you're the peo- 
ple's dear daughter," the King said in a 
kiter released by the Royal Court yes- 
terday. 

In the service of the nation is how the 
nw Queen started her first day under 
iIk title on a tour distributing clothes, 
M stuffs and goods on the impover- 
Hbed.The Queen visited with people in 
Aeirhbmes and listened to tlieir needs 
^urgent demands. 

It- wasn't the First time. Wlien 
Pfincess, Rania channeled her energies 
into substantive projects that aim to 
™prove the living conditions of certain 
underprivileged groups; to protect 
Iwdflnian children from abuse and 
fncfiurage their early development as' 
as raising awareness on various 
Mih issues. 

Prjme Minister Abdur-Raouf 
Senate Speaker Zeid Rifai 
*ld others cabled the Queen their con- 
gelations. 


many Royal Family riiembers, 
Rania was designated a social 
Mo fulfil. Not only did stie preside 
the Jordan River Foundatiori t|RP) 
uiiv rather adopts a hands- 


on approach in the daily running of its 
operations. 

Placing women on top of her priori- 
ties. the Queen launched tlie Jordan 
River Designs, Wtidi Kiiyan mul Bani 
Hamida projects lo empower women to 
become skilled contributors in the 
Jordanian economy, while at the same 
time raise additional sources of income 
to support their families. 

Queen Rania’s interests. which 
extend to include child abuse resulted 
In the launching of the first Child 
Abuse Prevention Project in the Arab 
world. The project aims at unifying, 
under one umbrella, the ability to 
address both the prevention of child 
abuse as well as raising awareness cam- 
paigns to reform public attitudes 
towards children's well-being and 
rights. 

Her dedication to the cause, prompt- 
ed the Queen to aggressively organize 
a fund-raising campaign which in its 
turn resulted in the founding of a 
unique center for mild as well as exces- 
sive child abuse. ■ . 

The project, , in Hai Al-Amir Hassan, 
will have Teaciied its goal with the 
establishment of many safe-shelters for 
abused' cliildren-The shelters wil| entail 
psychological rehabilitation facilities, a- 
:hot-iine operated by specialists as well 
as Educational . pto^rams enlightening 
parents on optimal cliild-rearing.- 

.The QUeBn’s.dbesInbt s^ 

humanitarian issues; tha biological well 
: being of the people;, is also a major com 
fern*' ■ '• • 

, she is currently;, the president ofthfr 


Jordan Society for Organ Donation 
on 
on 

cultural 

pertaining 

to 

Queen Rania 

Che Queen .v^P^Rp||Pj||||^| 

addition to i' 
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KING CALLS FOR INDEPENDENCE 

OF CENTRAL BANK 


HIS M/MESIT KING Abdullah, 
accompanied by the prime min- 
ister and chief of Royal Court, 
called on the Central Bank 
wherc he toured its various 
sections and met with the Bank 
Governor Zaiad Fareez. 

The King called on the bank 
governor to carry on with poli- 
cies aimed at achieving a stable 
financial and monetary system, 
and encouraging a favorable 
investment 'and development 
climate in the Kingdom as well 
as opening new job opportuni- 
ties for Jordanians. 

The King expressed confi- 
dence in the Central Bank insti- 
tution's rote in achieving the 
objectives of a comprehensive 
development, and called for 
the independence of die bank's 
institution within the frame- 
work of a comprehensive 
reform program aimed at 
reaching sustainable develop- 
ment. 



Fareez briefed the meeting 
on the bank's activities and its 
role in producing economic 


restnicturing policies and on development march of the of 
the importance of economic the Kingdom and Its stability 
and investment policies in tlie — Petra 


march 22, 1999 -Thld AHAb 

QUEEN NOOrTT^ 
STILL PRAYING FOR 
THE MIRACLE 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - In her First interview since King HM-i ' 
deatli, Queen Noor says she held out hope that her husband^ 
survive a bout with cancer until lie took liis last breatli ^ i 

■‘My husband was still alive and 1 was still praying for the mk ' 
cle. believing that it could be Cod’s will," Queen Noor told Z i 
magazine on Friday, a day after completing the 40-day moiimbi 
period. " 

When the late King i-etiirned to Jordan in mid-January iln 
seven months of treatment at Minnesota's Mayo Clinic, the qufB 
said she tlioiiglu he was winning his battle against non-Hodjidift 
lymphoma, she says in an interview appearing in Time's Maidi29 
edition. 

But it soon "became clo.v that we were fighting somethingdir 
would not give way," she adds, referring to her husband's quick 
and fatal relapse. 

Queen Noor says she has fond memories of her last momenis 
with tlie Monarch who ruled Jordan for 46 years, 

"Tliese moments meant much more to us than ever beforr, 
knowing that each one was God's gift," she tells the weekly. 

Tlie 47-year-old widow says she now plans to keep herlalehui- 
band's memory alive by setting up a "King Hussein Foundatinfio 
promote his vision on issues afTectiiig Jordan and the Arabwoiid. 

“On a spiritual level, I feel we are still making the journey 
together," says the Queen, dubbed "queen mother" since Queen 
Rania was crowned on Sunday. 


KING HOLDS TALKS WITH 
EU MIDEAST ENVOY 


HIS MAJCS17 KING Abdullnh 
held talks on Sunday with 
European Union envoy Miguel 
Moralinos on obstacles facing 
the Middle East peace process 
and European elTorts to reacti- 
vate Palestinian-lsraeli negotia- 
tions. 

King Abdullah reiterated 
"Jordan's support for the 
Palestinians for' the establish- 
ment of an independent state 
on their national soil, and called 
for a cooitlination of efforts in 
order to support the peace 
process and signed agreements 
between the parties involved. 

Moratinos for his part, . 
assured die King of Europe's 
determination to work for the . 
continuity of the pence process 
and pledged support to naivate 
all tracks of the negotiations. ' 

King Abdullnh voiced his 
appreciation for the role of the 
E.U. in the regions! peace 


process. 

He told Moratinos that the 
E.U. has adopted "just, wise 
. and objective positions 
regarding Arab demands and the 
need for respecting" peace 
agreements reached between 
Israel and the Arab States. 

Tlie meeting also dealt with 
joint EU-Jordanian projects and 
European aid for developmental 
projects injordan. 

The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Abdtir-Ra'uf 
Rawabdeh, Chief of the Royai 
Court Abdul-Karim Knbariti and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Abdul-llah Kliatib. 

It came one day afker joidaii 
reiterated its support for n dec- 
laration of a Palestinian state on 
May 4 in line with the 
Palestinian-lsraeli interim 
accoid. Petra. 


KING OFF TO 
WASHINGTON IN MAY 

THE ARAB DAILY — His Majesty King Abdullah will visit the 
United States in May for talks with President Bill Clinton, 
according to Jordanian official sources. 

US ambassador toi Jordan William Burns confirmed that 
Clinton had made the invitation to King Abdallah at the funer- 

I 

al of the late King Hussein in February, but he said d firm date 
has not been.fixed. . i' . 

It would, be King Abdullah's fIrSt official visit to the United 
States' since ascending to the throne on February 7th; | 



QATARI SHEIKH HAMAD 
IH AMMAN TUESDAY ; 


THE ARAB DAILY — The Emir of Qatar His talks 
Royal Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifah . bilate 
Al-Thani will start a three-day visit to theM 
Jordan on Ibesday. ... Qn 

' A statement issued by the Royal Court Queei 
'Said, the visit embodies the distin^ished on a y 
.ties between the Hahemite Kingdom of .. The 
Jordan and the State of Qatar. Sheik 

During his visit, Sheikh .Hamad will 'hold ' . Than! 


talks with His Majesty King Abdullah on 
bilateral ties and the current situation in 
the Middle East. ' 

dn Wednesday King Abdullah aiid 
Queen Ranya will accompany, their guest 
on a private visit to. Aqaba.'. 


that the visit' comes WiiHIn tlje 
of coordination and fon^ulU^lO?,!!^ 
the two leaders.’ , ^ 

' Tkiks bepve'en King 
fimir of; Qatdr 
enhancing fiitd developing 


on aprivate visit to Aqaba.' enhancine and y 

The Qatari Ambassadpr ; to. Jordan, difTereht fields, 

Sheikh Falid Bln jassim Bln Abdiillah niente signed byltbe t^^^ 
Thant, sMd In a statditient on this pccasldn. vlce'bf thf twp. 


DAIL 
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ffilTHE 31ST anniversary of Al- 
Karamah battle. His Majesty 
Kinj Abdullah on Sunday 
patronized a ceremony in 
honor of Jordan's martyrs. 

After the Guard of Honor 
lined up CO salute King 
Abdullah, he headed to the 
monument dedicated to the 
Unknown Soldier and placed a 
imath of flowers. 

One soldier recalled the crlti- 
(il moments of that day. 

Hilny one years ago, here In 
Ais southern Jordan Valley bor- 
dei (own of Karainah, Jordanian 
soldiers were confronted with 
vhtt was then known as the. 
1nell aggressors." 

Had they failed, the 
l^dom's eastern heights 
wuld have fallen into Israeli 


hands. 

Shaflk Jumean, who was 
Army Division Commander 
back then, recalled "the day 
before March 21, 1968, the 
Israeli IDefense mliiistei'] 
Moshe Dayan said in a press 
conference (hat there will be a 
surprise tomorrow. The whole 
press with their cameras stood 
on Qarantal mountain in the 
West Bank and anxiously wait- 
ed for the so-cniled surprise." 

Jordanian Intelligence spot- 
ted the Israelis who explored 
the Last Bank areas back then, 
iiccording jumean. 

As such, he added "we were 
ready for any action from the 
Israelis. The battle started at 
5:00 a.m. that day. The 
Fedayeen, who were around 


300 soldiers, had the first ebn- 
froiuation, which lasted till 
8:00 a.m. We had to back them 
up, we got down to the field 
where standing orders were 
clear that If any Israeli crossed 
the river, then shooting would 
Starr. 

"The battle finished at 8:00 
p.in. To rcireat was out of the 
question, we kept on fighting 
till the last Israeli withdrawal, 
in addition, they left ranks and 
wounded soldiers behind 
them," said Jumean. 

"They pleaded before the 
United Nation to cease fire 
three times." he pointed out. 

"The first call was at 1:00 
p.m., (hen at 4:00 p.m. and 
then at 7:00 p.m. but the late 
King Hussein said 'we will not 


cease fire until the last Israeli 
soldier is our of our land'," 
jumean proudly recalled . 

jumean stressed that 
Jordanian soldiers back then 
proved that they were coura- 
geous and they wnntud to 
defend thoir country. 

"Today's soldiers should 
keep up with their training and 
memorize what the |lnte| King 
taught them to have sense of 
honor, military ethics and disci- 
pline," he said. 

Praising His Majesty King 
Abdullah, Jumean described 
him as "a professional soldier 
and as such his men should 
take him as an example of what 
it moans to be a soldier." 

SAMAR HiJJAWI 


EFFORTS EXERTED FOR THE 
REUNION OF PALESTINIANS 


IHE issue of reunion of 
Mestinian families was dls- 
owed In a two-day meeting 
flfihe Special Committee for 
families Reunion, held in Paris 


According to Ibrahim 
Dadran, Director of the 
Dcpnriment of the Palestinian 
Affairs at the Foreign Ministry, 
and Jordan's representative at 
the meeting, the main item on 


IHTERNATIONAL UNION 
for university SERVICES 

We are authorized by the Council of Higher 
Education and the Ministry of Information to 
li'anslate all kinds of research and commercial 
end legal documents, give private^ lectures 
Obd do simultaneous Interpretation 'from and 
■bio any language. 

Ammflii -Jordan, city center, Kfng.HHSwPii str^. , ; 
• ■ lelFox: 4^6648 • 


the agenda was finding an 
effective mechanism to carry 
out this humanitarian task. 

The . committee works 
under the umbrella of the 
Refugees Working Group 
chaired by Canada.- 
Representatives from . Egypt, 
the Palestine ^jat|onal 
Authority, France, ' the 
' European Union, the United 
States, ..'Israel, Italy and 
. Germany attended, the meet- 
ing. 

fiadran, said thb Jordanian 
. side revievyed, details of the 
social security network pro- 
ject- [implemented' by the 
Jordanian government, in the 
refugee camps- as part pf a 

tia'tionai project 

' yiating ipovtirtV and creating 
jpb-.pppdirtunitles; , . ■, 


Badran said the details of 
the project were presented to 
the participating countries to 
invite their contributions and 
assistance to the project. 

On the sidelines of the con- 
ference, a coordination meet- 
ing was held during which the 
Canadian delegation briefed 
participants on' their recent 
tour to refugee camps in 
Lebanon, the West Bank, and 
Gaza Strip to look into -the 
needs of the peopid' in these 
areas In ' order to provide 
them with the required^assis-, 
tance In a bid to improve their' 
living - conditions [ In . the. 
: health, educational, and child 
: care fields, arid to work to 
l .allevlate Thel^ ppyetty: — 
Petra'. 




Today is World W^tcr Day. A United' Nations analysis ycsteiday 
predicted that the Middle East will be second only to Africa as a 
place to sulfer from water shortages in the year 2025. Tlie King 
stressed the local urgency of the problem, on Saturday, when he 
urged the government to move fast to avert the water aisis which 
threatens to turn our summer into hell this year. 

Nevertheless, all cliose concerned were keen to admit the exis- 
tence of the crisis: no cover-up or smoke screening wns attempt- 
ed. This transparency is good news so far. 

But what water problem do we have? 

Tills is not a one year problem nor is it only one of quantity and 
shortages. It is not a problem of overdrawing resources or niis- 
maiiagement of distribution. Nor is it only related to clean and 
drinkable water. Our problem is all of these factors combined. 

Because of this, the only option available is a crisis management 
system that would organize the rare resources for clistributlon in 
the short run. 

The crisis will stay with us for a long time to come regardless of 
our government's measures designed to cool down the summer a 
fewdcgiecs celcius. Promises ofa solution on the short term, are 
therefore promises in vain that will only result in failure when it is 
unafTordahle both technically and politically. 

For example, who can promise tliat drougltr will nor recur next 
year nr the year after, or that Israel would honor her signatuTo on 
the peace treaty? 

'file Jewish State, reneging on her commitmems thereto, has 
encouraged Junlanians to question the wisdom of their govern- 
ment looking CO a selfish Israel to quench their thirst. 

Technically, it is fact that Israel has no desalination plants or 
expertise that come close to what has been available in Arab Gulf 
States for years now. Tliere, financial aid is also available without 
political attachments. 

Meanwhile, water resources ore also available In Iraq, Syria and 
Egy|)t, or via them. The resources promised by Israel are rciunicd 
Joidiinum rights and not a rjtward for having signed the peace 
treaw. 

What rcniains is (he real problem: IsJordait willing to yield (he 
political (*01100531008 for solving the problem within the Arahfdld. 












OPPOSITION AND GOVERNMIRi 

MEET THIS WEEK 


PARLEZ vous francais 


PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
AND opposition parties said 
Sunday that their upcoming 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Abdur-Rauf Rawabdeh, scheduled 
for next Wednesday and Thursday, 
will be unlike any other previous 
meeting between the opposition 
and the government. 

According to sources at the 
Opposition Assembiy wiiicii com- 
prises political parties and profes- 
sional association leaders, all the 
demands presented to the previ- 
ous governments were in vain. 
However, the sources view the 
new era as different, and believe a 
genuine rapprochement is defi- 
nitely taking place on the local 
scene. 

Opposition figures said some 
measures taken recently by the 


government have served to meet 
part of their demands. 

Still, they believe no radical solu- 
tions have been introduced to 
issues such as the National 
Dialogue, and the restrictions 
imposed on public freedoms. 
According to Basem Dajani, 
President of the Professional 
Associations Council, and Head of 
Doctors' Association, the Prime 
Minister's visit to the associations 
headquarters will be character- 
ized by a candid approach, 
in a statement to the United Press 
lnternationa](UPI), Dajani said 
Rawabde’s visit is a step in the 
right direction, and a recognition 
on the part of the government of 
the key role played by the profes- 
sional associations at the national 
level. 


The president of the council 
declared that the association's 
professional leaders would hold a 
meeting Sunday or today in prepa- 
ration for the Prime Minister's 
visit. 

He said the meeting would 
decide on a specific agenda to be 
discussed with Rawabdeh and a 
list of demands to be presented to 
his attention. 

Dajani said the demands of the 
professional associations will not 
be so different from those of the 
opposition. He said introducing 
more public freedoms is the most 
common demand to be presented. 
The opposition parties are also 
looking forward to meeting the 
Prime Minister. 

Salem Nahas, Secretary General of 
Peoples' Democratic Party, said 


the Higher Committee for 
Coordination between the opposi- 
tion parties plans to meet before 
Thursday witlt tlie parlies' secre- 
tary generals to agree on the 
guidelines for the awaited meet- 
ing with Rawabdeli. 

In a statement to UPl Nnh.n.s 
denied any hard feeling by tlic 
opposition parties following King 
Abdullah's reception of the lendw- 
ers of the Muslim Britherhood last 
Thursday. 

"We became very optimistic at the 
outcome of the meeting, because 
it resulted in the release of politi- 
cal detainees. It gave us the 
impression that the new reign 
fully intends to listen to the oth- 
ers," said Nahas. 


Im^ 


PARLIAMENT APPROVES 
GENERAL AMNESTY DRAFT LAW 



THE DRAFT LAW for the 1999 
General Amnesty was 
approved by the Lower House 
orParliament on Sunday. 

During a session yesterday, 
the deputies discussed the 
draft law. voting on each of its 
provisions separately. 

The suggestion to include in 
the General Amnesty traffic- 
related fines and fines of illegal 
foreign labor was voted with 
and was added to the list of 
crimes included in the 
Amnesty. 

All otlier suggestions for 
amendments however were 
dismissed by the House. 

Deputies Salameh Hlari, 
Khali Atieh and Nazih Ammarin 
suggested that crimes of ter- 
rorism be included in the 
Amnesty. 

"The provision of terrorism 
excluded from tlie Amnesty 
includes crimes of several 
young men who have been 


misguided into acting our an 
armed attack on Israeli buses," 
said Ammarin. 

Atieh called for the release 
of Ahmad Dakamseh, Ikrima 
Gharalbeh, members of Arab 
Afghanists and the banned 
Liberation Party. These people, 
according to Atieh, are not ter- 
rorists; but patriots defending 
their Arab land against Israeli 
occupation. 

On his part, Prime Minister 
Abdur-Ra'uf Rawabdeh 
explained the definition of ter- 
rorism included in tlie provi- 
sion to cover all actions which 
evoke general panic and dan- 
ger whether civic or political. 

Meanwhile, many deputies 
requested the addition of adul- 
tery to the list of crimes to be 
excluded from the Amnesty. 

Deputy Muhammad Al Kouz 
said that "adultery is a crime 
which' has a dangerous effect 
on the society anti the family." 


“Although adultery is only 
considered a misdemeanor, its 
social cbnsequences reach 
much further than that, there- 
for, I call for including it under 
sex violation crimes to be 
excluded from the General 
Amnesty," said deputy Ghaleb 
Zu'bi. 

Rawabdeh explained the 
inclusion of adultery in the 
amnesty by referring to the 
law. He explained that as long 
as the present law considers 
adultery as a mere misde- 
meanor, then it is legal to 
include this crime in cite 
General Amnes^. 

Deputy Abdullah Akaileh 
suggested adding to the provi- 
sion wliich excludes from 
Amnesty crimes of intentional 
killing those killings tliat have 
been tribnlly solved. 

Deputy Barjas Hadid object- 
ed CO Akailch's suggestion by 
explaining that “25 percent of 


tribally solved killings give to 
any member of the offended 
tribe the authority to kill the 
offender on the spot." 

Rawabdeh pointed to the 
imminent danger behind set- 
ting loose killers related to 
tliese tribnlly solved crimes by 
saying that it will lead tn many 
other crimes being comniilted. 

“Is the Parliament going to 
be committed to tliesc tribal 
lawsi" exclaimed Rawabdeh. 

Tlie House agreed to send 
His Majesty the King a recuin- 
mendation to issue a private 
amnesty for those crimes 
whici) have not been included 
in die general one. 

Deputies plan to call upon 
the King to reduce by half the 
sentences I'cccivcd by crimi- 
nals wliuse crimes do not 
involve' tlic individual liglu, 
and for those who have already 
served time for tlie Individual 
right to be set froc. 


DIVORCE RATES INCREASE IN SUMMER 


A GENERAL CONSENSUS conducted 1^ tile 
Department of Statistics reveals tliat the 
number of divorce cases injordan during tlie 
year 1997 stand at a total of 6535. 

Figures presented by the survey indicate 
that the past five years have witnessed a rise 
in divorce rates, showing that most cases 
were among young couples under twenty 
nine years of age. 

Tlie number of divorced women was 5275, 
whereas the number of divorced men was. 
3787. Tlie difference in number is due to 
polygamy. "Ybung couples are not prepared 
fbr marriage and lack the experience in deal- 
ing with economic and social . responsibili- 
ties,” explained. Abdel Mahdi Al Soudi, pro- 
fessor of sociology at the University of 
Jordan. 

According; to the statistics, 50 percent of 


all divorces occurred within tlie first few 
mdntiis after marriage. 

Sociologists call the first year of marriage 
the "circle of life" during whicli new couples 
try to develop a mutual understanding and 
regular social habits. "If tliey pass this stage, 
then tills means tliat the marriage will last 
longer," said Al Soudi. 

The survey establishes a link between tlie 
rate of divorce and the husband's occupa- 
tion. The higliest incident rate occurred 
among employees and clerical workers. 

In contrast, the lowest divorce cases were 
found to be among Administrative and man- 
agerial workers. "Secure jobs are the key for 
stability in the family, in addition to sufficient 
income," explained Al Soudi. 

Acco^ing to the figures, 2024 cases took . 
place in the third quarter of the year. Ihe ' 


spring season witnessed 1380 cases that 
were dispersed between April to June. 

"Extra expenses during summer time pose 
economic and social pressures upon families, 
In addition to the hot weather wliich makes 
people feel considerably tense, unfriendly 
and more prone to disputes," 'remarked Al 
Soudi. 

The distribution of divorce among 
Jordanians of tlie Governorates sliows that 
most cases exist in the capital. Amman, with 
the total of2683. 

On the other hand, only 49 recorded cases 
were found in the Iknla govomorate, Al 
Soudi attributed the reason behind this to be 
due to the larger number o^population in 
Amman in comparison toThfli a. 

feyHAPASARHAN 


US AMBASSADORS 
'LEGISLATION NEEDED BlfOBt 
JORDAN CAN JOIN THE WTO' 

Amman (AP) — Jurdnn st,inds to beiieru from joinins thr Worid 
IVade Organization, Inn it nuisi first introduce copyrighiardoihiA 
legislation to meet mombersliip reqiiiremenrs.U5.Amlurudorii.^ 
Jordan Willicim Utirns .said SuiuIav. 

He told an inluminl press briding tliat ifjordaii fails to 
niLMiiliership next year, “the likelihuud nf the criteria are 
get toiiglier tlimi die ones now employed." 

"By becoming a inemlier of the WfO you open up^sorod 
oppnrumilies" siicli as attraaiiig investment, he said. 

But lie inlcled, "WfO membersiup is not an easy 
because I’arlinment would need to enact many la\« rehii'is 
intellectual property rights. 

Me said alilmiigli jorditn lias taken “encouraging" steps 
piracy, “theiv is still more iliai needs to be done." 

Jordan lias inlmdiiced several legislative proposals in an tffct 
to attract furengn capital that would help ease the bunkiudS^I 
billion fuivign delns. IhiL no legislation protecting nilfWini 
properly lias been eiiacied yet. 

Tilt* United States is one of Jordan's largest donors, It 
irilmied lens ol inilllmi.s of dollars on deveiopmentpmjfdJi'f'' 
Its economic and inililiiry aid to Jordan in the next three 
estimated to lie 51 hillion. ' ' — • 

SENATE 

CONVENES TODAV 

THE ARAB DAILY — The Upper House 

slon Monday to discuss a number of issues on | 

do. ;■ (jigiiiii' 

The Royal Decree extending the regular 
April I 5tli, as well ns Royal Decrees a^pdiis 
Senators Abdul-Karim Kabariti and Adnari ^i^^.^;! 
cussed. ; 

Senators will then elect a first deputy to 
the former depu^ speaker Kabarid.. 

The session will also rfivieW . deflslo^^ 
Development and Environment 
. amendments to Nurses and 
, Dentists, ^sociation Law., , , ^ 


IT STARTED ALMOST 30 y«ars 
jgowth one major aim to pro- 
jnoie the French Language and 
Culture all over the world. It 
Ijtcr developed to be a major 
political movement that 

embraces 52 countries from the 
five continents. 

The Francophone movement, 
celebrating its 29th anniversary. 

Iw 5 become widely recognized 
js an international front that 
not only promotes the French 
language, but also cooperation 
between developed and under- 
developed French speaking 
countries, 

"Francephone is an organiza- 
tion that means a way of think- 
ing that started of something 
very linguistic but later gained 
a political meaning. It is very 
much simitar to the common- 
vreaitli," said the Canadian 
Ambassador to Jordan. 

The Canadian Ambassador, 
Michael J. Molloy was speaking 
at the opening of the week- 
long Francophonic event that 
\m launched in Amman 
Saturday, 

The event is organized by the 
French Cultural Center in 
Amman in cooperation with the 
Amman Greater Municipality, as 
well as embassies of various 
Francophone countries. 

The French language is spo- 
ken by almost 250 million peo- 
ple all over the world, some- 
thing that prompted a group of 
French speaking countries like 
France, Canada, Belgium, 
Switaeriand and other French 
speaking countries in Africa to 
get together in Nigeria in 1970, 


to establish an international 
body to promote their culture, 
language and thoughts. 

“The movement is also a 
humnnitarinn issue. It is an 
international campaign that 
brings life back to the great 
French Civilization and empha- 
size.s that the French language 
is not only the language of lit- 
erature and poetry, but could 
be as competitive to the English 
language in business and tech- 
nology," The French 
Ambassador told The Arab 
Daily. 

Therefore and to assert the 
importance of the Frencli lan- 
guage, tlie French Embassy in 
Amman launched its site on the 
internet in both English and 
French. 

According to the Head of the 
French Cultural Center in 
Amman, the week long event 
means “that the Jordanian 
Public and Government liave a 
big interest in the Francophone 
movement and the French lan- 
guage in particular." 

“There is an increasing 
demand on learning French in 
Jordan. The prove is that not 
less than 50 people, especially 
the young, register at the cen- 
ter to learn French every week. 
Most of those are awarded 
scholarships to pursue their 
studies in France,” said Denis 
Toiipin, Director of the Center. 

The event will include draw- 
ing competitions, presentation 
of French and Tunisian films, 
lectures as well as poetry 
recital. 

A dialouge entitled “The 




HOME 


li ^ 

children perform at the opening ceremony 


International Political changes 
and their impact on the Arab 
world" will also be one of the 
main activities during the 
Francophone week. 

French is no longerdimited to 
private schools in the country, a 
unique experiment was intro- 
duced to a number of govern- 
mental schools all over Jordan. 

Along with studying the 
English language, the second 
spoken language in Jordan, 8th 
grade students can now choose 
to study French as an optional 
subject. 

Sukainah Bint Al-Hussein 
school in Zerqa is one of the 
schools that is teaching French 
at its classes for the past four 
years. 

“We started the experimental 
program at the school four 
years ago, the demand for 
studying French was over- 
whelming. We have now about 
250 girls studying the language, 
many of whom are even going 
CO take the Tawjihi Exam in 
French," said Headmistress of 
the School. Sabah Rousan. 

"The list of those who want 
to enroll in French classes is 


getting bigger, but with only 
one French teacher at the 
school, we had to accept only a 
limited number," added the 
Headmistress. 

Many of those students 
studying French at governmen- 
tal schools took part in the 
opening ceremony of tlie 
Francophone week. Tlieir com- 
mand of the language was 
greatly admired by all. 

OlaAI-Emad. 1 5 year old. was 
one of those brilliant students 
who recited two French poems 
at the ceremony. She said that 
the only problem she faces 
together with her friends, is 
that "they don't get to practice 
their French a lot, and that they 
need more classes at school 
and more activities to Improve 
their language." 

The Francophone family 
appreciated last year His 
Majesty the Lace King Hussein's 
gesture, during the visit of 
French President Jaque Chirac 
to Jordan, when he ordered 
that French should be taught at 
governmental schools as an 
optional subject. 

by Eman Akour 


JORDAN TO HOST A 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
CHILD RIGHTS IN MAY 


IN SUPPORT OF the Arab Child Rights 
fraject carried out by the National Task 
Forte for childhood (NTFC), British 
^bassador Christopher Battiscombe 
delivered a JOD 80 thousands check in 
Edition to hearing and visual aides to Her 
Majesty Queen Noor's Advisor for 
Development Ina'am Mufti, , and Hayat 
the General Coordinator of NTFC. 

The grant is a contribution by the British 
government to the NTFC for the convening 
In May of a regional conference on child 
tights, 

"Fhc conference, scheduled for May, will 
be held under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queeh Noor. 

Seven Arab countries will take part In 
fhc conference under the slogan, "Our 
children between constitutions and 'reall-,. 
hes," accompanied by a media campaign 
on child rights. • • • i.-.- 

"Fhe Arab Child Rights Project incoipo<: 


rates a survey of the Jordanian Society s 
public awareness of child rights in addition 
to distributing hearing and visual aides to 
Children with special needs. 

Mufli welcomed the Ambassador and 
chairman of the British Cultural Council 
and conveyed Queen Noor's regards and 
gratitude for this support which repre- 
sents a link In the joint cooperation 
between the British government and the 
NTFC. 

She pointed out that the hearing and 
visual aides wlli be utilized oh the nation- 
al level for training purposes in addition to 
the regional conference and other training 

courses carried out by.the NTFC, 

The British Ambassador said me Uiilt^d^ 
Kingdom worked with , NTFC siiice. its, 
launch in 1995, adding that Jordan ^ved . 
its coiximitmentitb social reforms, paftlcu-, 
. larly Iri^the. field df child rights. ."Jdrdart 
•'ipfercelves the UK as a natural partner In 


these efforts," he also added. 

He reiterated his government’s commit- 
ment to Implementing human rights on an 
international scale, adding that these 
rights represent a fundamental element in 
the UK's foreign policy. 

He also said, "the regional conference to 
be held in Amman next May is an impor- 
tant landmark in developing child rights." 

Battiscombe added, .."we are partners, 
with NTFC in this regard and we are look- 
ing forward to a fruitful and continuing 
relatlonshipi" 

i Ybghi also thanlt^d tha i^bbssddor and 
chalfman of the British Council for the con-, 
tlnued support . to 'the NTFC which w^s 
embodied in the . assistance to declarq. the 
National' Coalition 

Sh^sald, "we peitelve ypu as partners In 
Working for children, V-stressIng the impor- 
tance ofthe wnyeiiing 6f thereglonail eph- 
.fererice in MayT- 7 .Fetra: 


THE ARAB DAILY — TVvo premature babies, a boy and a girl, were 
found dead on March 20. in the Jordan Valley area, where they 
were dumped in a garbage container. 

“A local informed the police, who immediately went to the 
location and took the twin to the Forensic National Center," said 
Naseem Ajjouiii, a police officer at che Public Relations 

Department. * 

The officer added that according to primary investigations, 
the twin did not suffer from injuries or any kind of violence, and 
the police is looking for further details about the twin, and why 
they were abandoned in the garbage container. 


An opposition leftist party wliich was convicted of having 
liaisons with a foreign party, by the Court of First Instance has 
taken its case to the Court of Appeal. 

Salem Ntihas, Secretary General of the Jordanian People's 
Democratic Party (HASHD), stressed that liLs party insists on 
adhering to Joint action with the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP). He added that political contents of 
this action do not contradict with the Jordanian National Charter, 
or harm the oigcinic unity between the Jordanians and the 
Palestinians. 

Nahas said that in case the verdict is verified by the Court of 
Appeal, any decision to dissolve the party will have negative 
influences internally, since our political system protects plural- 
ism. 

Three years ago, the Ministry of Interior filed a motion against 
HASHD, charging it with having smictural liaisons with DFI.P, a 
matter which breaches the Political Parties' Law. 

Last week, the court found the accused party guilty of the 
charge and fined it by JOD 200 — Petra. 


A REGIONAL WORKSHOP for teachers of UNESCO schools 
.opened in Amman Sunday with the participation of teachers 
from a number of Arab States. 

The General Director of Public Education, Malimound Massad, 
who opened the workshop on behalf of the Minister of 
Education said that che workshop is aimed at highligliting issues 
of international concern such as human rights, democracy and 
the environment. 

Massad added that there are eighty three schools in Jordan 
associated with UNESCO's ideals, which are committed to 
enhancing international peace and preparing youth and children 
to cope with international changes. 

Participants will discuss UNESCO'S 1999-2003 project which 
aims at widening the network of schools committed to 
UNESCO's ideals. 

Preparations for'the International year for Elderly (1999) and 
the International year for Peace and Culture (2000)will also be 
discussed , 

The workshop has attracted participants from Jordan. 
Palestine, Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Oman. 

Minister of Social and Administrative Development, Riysal 
Rfou'h met Saturday with die director ofjesus Church Center for 
Culture and Education Thomas Key and Director of Europe and 
Middle East Division of the -Frankfurt -based Last Days Saints 
Association Robert l^nois. 

The Minster was briefed on both associations income - gener- 
atitig projects as well as rehabilitation programs targeting the 
poof — Petra. 


BllaternI relations were at the core of tallu between Rfou'h and 
the ambassador . 

Rfou'hi briefed the ambassador on the h^inistry-s. prpgran)s 
dealing .vrith. unemployment, ppyefQf and people yvlth , special 
needs. 

The Ambassador praised the' mini, stfy’s achlevem^ and 
stressei^ the necessity, of forthyr enhisnei^ bilateral relations. 








6 ARAB NEWS 


WATCH 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Tlie bodies of four women 
were found with their heads decapitated and 
mounted on stal^es in northern Algeria, the 
Quocidien d’Oran reported Sunday. The women 
had been abducted Thursday in an attack at a 
fake checkpoint near Ain Defla, some 200 kilo- 
meters west of Algiers, that claimed a total of 
14 civilian lives, the daily reported. 


CAIRO (AP) — Neguib Al Badry, former head of 
Egypt’s state-run Middle East News Agency, 
died on Sunday of heart failure, the agency 
reported. He was 73. Badry, who served as the 
agency's editor in chief from 1984 to 1987, had 
been ill for several weeks, MENA said. Badry 
joined MENA immediately after graduating- 
from Ain Shams University's Faculty of Arts. 
During his 43-year career with the wire service, 
Badry served as its correspondent, and later, its 
bureau chief, in Syria. He also served as bureau 
chief in Yemen during the 1960s, MENA said. 
He is survived by two sons and two daughters. 




BEIRUT (AP) — Munir Hajy, a moderate attor- 
ney, was elected Sunday as head of the 
Phalange Party, Lebanon's largest Christian 
political party. HajJ won 66' votes to 59 for 
Antoine Chader in the election by the right- 
wing party’s 130-meniber electoral caucus.- 
Fdiir members were absent, and one ballot was 
declared invalid. Hajj, ;63, succeeds' Geoige 
Saade, who died of cancer in November at the 
age of 67. Hajj will serve the three final years of 
Saade's incomplete, four-year term. A Maronite ■ 
Catholic like Saade, Hajj had been Saade's 
deputy. The predominantly Maronite party was 
founded by the late Pierre Gemayel in 1936. 
Hajj joined the patty in 1957; 




BEIRUT (AP) — A Lebanese military court has 
sentenced six Lebanese to death for collaborat- 
ing with Israel, according to the official 
National News Agency. The court convicted the 
six of “contacting the Israeli enemy and its 
agents and passing on information to its advan- 
tage” as well as entering Israel without 
Lebanese government permission, the agency 
reported. The court also sentenced 1 5 others td*. 
varying prison terms on charges of collaborat- 
ing with Israel. 




ALGERIAN PARTY PROTESTS LEADER^ 
DISQUALIFICATION IN ELECTIONS 


— mmH 22, 1999 





ALGIERS (AFP) — Altsi'ria's Movement of 
Society lor Pence (MSP) called Sunday Tor a 
march to protest the disqu.-ilillcatioii of its 
leader Mahroiid Nahnah from next 
month's presidential election. 

Tile moderate Islamist p.nrty. in an 
advertising insert in several newspapers, 
called the demonstr.-ition for Thursday, 
die start nf the election campaign. . 

The MSP. rormerly Hamas, said it wants 
a "peaceKil popular |inarch] agaiiisr the 


dis(|iitilil1C(ilicin nl SlieiL Mahluitd 
Nahnah." 

Protesters will m.irch Croni .i temial 
plaza to tile president's ollice in the Al 
Mouratlia hills on ilie lUiishiiiN ol Algieis, 
the appeal said. 

Nahnali's caiulidacv was reietied 
because he Tailed to suhmii piiml el par* 
ticipaiiim in Algeria's hJr)>t-l%'i w.u (d 
inde])eiulence against liana*. iei|iiiied ol 
all candidates Imrn hcTnie July I. I'Ml!. 


ISRAELI-ALLIED LEBANESE 
ARRESTED IN THE SOUTH 


RASHAYA, Lebanon (API — 
Israeli troops on Sunday arrest- 
ed one of their allied militia- 
men In southeast Lebanon on 
suspicion of betraying Israel, 
Lebanese security officials said. 

Meanwhile, the officials said 
that seven civilians have been 
detained in Israel's self-styled 
"security zone” by members of 
the Israeli-allied South Lebanon 
Army militia on suspicion of 
aiding guerrillas in recent 


attacks. 

The identities of the civilians 
were not immediately known, 
and it was not clear if their 
detentions last Friday were 
related to the arrest of the mili- 
tiamen. 

The man taken into custody 
by Israeli troops was identified 
as Adel Mohammed Younes, 30. 
He was taken from his home in 
Ain Qinya and driven In a mili- 
tary Jeep to Israel, the security 


oHicials (|uiitL*d wiliii.”OiL‘.s say- 
ing. 

The officiiils, who .spoke on 
condition their names not 
beiised, said Ytuines was .sus- 
pected of aiding a high-ranking 
officer of the SLA to defect to 
the Lebanese government. 

The officer was identified as 
Khaled Moiinzer. 

The defection had not been 
publicized and further details 
were not available. 


EXPLOSIONS INJURE SHEPHERD, 
KILL SHEEP IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 


SIDON, Lebanon (AFP) -- A 
Lebanese shepherd was slight- 
ly wounded Sunday and a num- 
ber of his sheep were killed by 
four small explosions on the 
outskirts of a village in south- 
ern Lebanon, police said. It 
was not immediately known 


what kind of explosive device 
was responsible, they said. The 
incident occurred near the vil- 
lage ofMaJdel Seim, east of the 
southern port city ofiyre, in a 
held surrounded by the Israeli 
army hilltop |)ositions of 
Qantara, Qoboh and 


Mashaarun at the edge of the 
Israoli'occiipied border zone 
of southern l.ehanon. they 
said. Thu shepherd. 
Mohammad Kiiinel Al Maaz. 
was transported to hospital n( 
the nearby village ufTehnine. 





TjAi^N OFFICER WITH MOSSAD ARRESTED; 
ISRAEL PUNISHES LEBANESE DRUZE 


I he IsLiiiiic leader won 25 

.luring the 

party piesiileiuuil election in w 
I'Pir*. pUiiig second behind 
Liamiiie /emiin). 

Sm-ii candidates are set to stands 

eU-,ii.,n: liodne Air Ahmad, Abdii fc, 
lUimeniiai. AlKlullah Djaballah, 

I lamriniche. Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi, 
Khatib and Mokdad Sifi. 

ISRAELI WARPLAKU 
raid south LE8AN0I 

JERUSALEM, (RBUrttS) - 
Israeli warplanes blasted 9 j> 1 
i!ie.s say- pected resistance pierril^ij. ‘ 
gets in south Lebanm on 
poke on Sunday, tire army said, 

les nut ‘^'iiniuniqiie aid 

vas .sus- fishTerjeTssrmckunspedfitd 

, -ranking targets' 

lefect to ^ 

Lebanon occupation icM, 

liinl-A Thcstatementsaidallsiirt 
planes returned safely to tlw 
bases but did not sped!) 
lo set n whether Ihe raids caused is« 
r details (jamage or casualties. 

Israel is locked in a ward 

» attrition with the Lebanese 

f resistance 

A Al Hizbollah (Party of Codi 

W N guerrillas in the l5•krQt^ill^ 
mile) deep south Lebanon tw' 
;e of the derzone. 

er zone Israel, whlcli has cooirotfei 

)ii. they of south Lebanon^ 

i..'nh.hrrl S« lip the OCOiptlWI 

znnein I985withthed«ljreJ 
J Maaz, pf pj-Qj^jcting nortbem 

ispiial at [sracl from cross-bonlei 

ehnine. assaults. 


■ raSHAVA, LEBANON (AFP) - 
officers from the Israeji 
allied South Lebanon Army mili- 
ria including the liaison officer 
.uilhMossad, have been arrested 
for collaborarion with Hizbollah. 

ijfurity sources said Sunday. 

Liaison officer Adel Yunes. 
^vo other SLA officers and two 
other unidentified people, were 
detained under a series or'puni- 
tive’ measures against Druze 
fesidenrs In Israeli-occupied 
south Lebanon, they said. 

About 40 members of the 


hit 1 < ' , 

KURDS MARCH THROUGH THE STREETS OF HALLE/SAALE ON SATURDAY ’ 
EBRATE THE KURDISH NEW YEAR, NEVROZ, AND TO DEMAND THE 
KURDISH PKK LEADER ABDULLAH OCALAN. 


Druze community have also 
been interrogated over the past 
48 hours, they said, while all 
Dmze inhabitants have been 
prevented from crossing from 
the occupied zone into 
Lebanese government-held terri- 
tory. 

Similar measures have often 
been adopted indisaiminately 
against all border zone resi- 
dents, who now number less 
than 100,000. 

Tlie sources said Israel accus- 
es the Druze of collaborating 


with Lebanese security services 
and supporting the Shiite 
Muslim guerrilla group 
Hizbollah which killed Israel's 
top general in south Lebanon on 
Feb. 28. 

General Erez Gerstein was 
blown up by a Hizbollah bomb 
along with an Israeli army offi- 
cer, a soldier and a journalist. 

The punitive measures fol- 
lowed the March IS desertion of 
a Druze SLA militiaman who fled 
the enclave and surrendered to 
the Lebanese army. 


ISRAEL DEMANDS EXTRADITION 
OF SEVEN PALESTINIANS 


m AVIV (AFP) — Israel on 
Sunday demanded the extradi- 
tion of seven Palestinians sus- 
pected of anti-Israeli violence, 
(lie first such demand since the 
signing of the wye River accord 
list October. 

Three are wanted for alleged 


Involvement in a car bomb 
attack In the Gaza Strip in April 
1994 which killed eight people 
and Injured 50, a statement 
from Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's office said. 

The other four are accused of 
killing a factory guard in a Tel 


PNA RELEASES 
raO HAMAS MEMBERS 

(MA CITY (AFP) — The Palestinian National Authority (PNA) has 
refeiied two members of the Islamic resistance movement Hamas 
Vfiio had been In Jail for three years without charge or trial, a 
Hamas official said Sunday. 

Harb Salameh Daks, 32, left prison on Saturday after a 
Palestinian high court order, while Hisham Al Kahlut, 24, was freed 
last week on medical grounds because he suffered psychological 
pfol^ms, Ismail Hanlyeh told AFP. 

The high court has issued similar rulings in the past but virtual- 
lyall were Ignored by Yasser Arafat's PNA. 

*We hope the authority will continue to release detainees, pai^ 
ikuiaiiy those who have been ordered freed by the high court," 
Haniyeh said. "It would be a positive step to calm the political sit- 
lation and strengthen national unity.” 

tast Tbesday, another Hamas activist Marwan Issa was freed on 
a high court order following an appeal by the Palestinian Center 
fer Human Rights (PCHR). 

Human rights groups estimate that there are 170 Islamic 
activists being held without trial by the PNA In various jails In the 
LVest Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Aviv suburb in February 1993 
and stealing material worth 
S100.000. 

The statement said the 
request brings to 44 the number 
of Palestinians wanted by Israel. 

"Israel has never given up its 
right to demand the extradition 
of terrorists and wanted 
. Palestinians under the autono- 
my agreements,” Netanyahu 
spokesman David Bar-lllan told 
AFP. 

Meanwhile, Israeli troops and 
police have arrested a total of 
15 Palestinians in Arab east 
Jerusalem and the W^st Bank in 
the past few days, accusing 
them of having thrown Molotov 
cocktails and stones at Israeli 
targets, Israeli sources said 
Sunday. 

Ten youths belonging to the 
opposition PLO faction, the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine, were arrested in 
Abu Dis, a West Bank suburb of 
Jerusalem for having allegedly 
stoned Israeli cars. 

The other five are suspected 
of throwing petrol bombs at a 
building housing Jewish settlers 
in Arab east Jerusalem, police 
said. 



Vinn students flash the victory sign to their mothers living 
•«go of Majdal Shams in the Israeli occupied Golan Heights on u Y. 
*o mark mother's clny. Israel captured the Golim from Syria in le 
J^rool~Ar«b war and annexed the territory in 



Lt. Alina Reisman, 26, fastens her helmet as she prepares to board an 
armored personnel carrier for a mlsssion in South Lebanon. Lt. Rcisman is 
the Israeli army's first female doctor to serve behind enemy lines. 


LEBANESE PM MEETS QATAR'S EMIR 


DOHA (AFP) Lebanese Prime Minister Salim 
Hoss and Qatar's Emir Sheik Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani held talks here Sunday on bilateral ties 
and south Lebanon, the official news agency QNA 
said. 

Hoss also met his Qatari counterpart, Sheik 
Abdullah Ben Khalifa Al Thani, the previous day 
to discuss "the obstacles hampering the Middle 
East peace process and the need for an uncondi- 
tional Israeli retreat from south Lebanon." 

Lebanon's prime minister, who was to travel on 


to the United Arab Emirates, is trying to drum up 
new investment in his country's multi-blllion-dol- 
lar reconstruction process launched after the 
1975-1990 civil war. 

In January, Qatari Industry Minister Abdullah 
Atlyeh met Hoss In Beirut where he said that a 
500 -miliion-dollar project to supply gas to 
Lebanon was expected to be launched soon. 

The prime minister has made similar visits to 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt since taking office in 
December. 






A woman passes in front of the rusty carriages of a Bciiut troin stamlmg still m 
Jounich north of Beirut. Lebanon's 15-year civil war struck a hotly hlov/ ot the 
country's rail network, but now plans riro (.foot to bring the tram hack. 
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I RAQ, SAUDI ARABIA SWAP ACCUSATI^ 
OF 'POLITICIZING' A RELIGIOUS ISSUE 


AGENCIES — An Iraqi Muslim 
pilgrim died at a Saudi border 
camp Tor lack of medical care 
before Baghdad abandoned its 
bid to send some 18,000 pil- 
grims to Mecca, an Iraqi official 
said Sunday. 

**000 of the Iraqis died 
because of the absence of med- 
ical care from the Saudi side, 
and we brought him back for 
burial on Iraqi soil," said 
Mohsen Farhud, in charge of 
the pilgrimage (br Iraq. 

Farluid refused to name the 
dead man or give his age, say- 
ing only that he came from the 
Basra region of southern Iraq. 

Saudi Arabia and Iraq 
swapped ncaisations Sunday of ' 
trying to "poJiricize” the cur- 
rent annual Muslim pilgrimage 
to Mecca after 18,000 penniless 
Iraqi pilgrims turned down 
what they described ns Saudi 
"charity" aimed at allowing 
them to perform tlie holy rite. 

Iraq said tlie Saudi National 
Guards backed by armored cars 
laid siege at one point to n 
camp housing Iraqi pilgrims at 
the border crossing point of 
Arar, wliere the furious Iraqis 
staged a demonstration in sup- 


port of President Snddam 
Hussein and denounced 
America, Britain and "the 
Zionists." 

Hie Iraqis said tliey would 
not accept a Saudi offer to 
cover their pilgrimage costs, 
insisting that the United 
Nations Sanctions Committee 
or the Saudi government 
should give them cash instead 
from the oil-fbr-food funds or 
from Iraqi assets frozen in Saudi 
Arabia since the 1991 GulfWnr. 

But Saudi Interior Minister 
Nayef said in Mecca Saud*i 
assets frozen in Iraq were ten 
times more than any Iraqi 
assets frozen in Saudi Arabia. 
He laid the blame squarely on 
Iraq for the issue and denying 
its pilgrims the opportuni^ to 
perform tlie pilgrimage whicii is 
one of the most sacred tenets 
of Islam. 

Iraq's Information Minister 
Homam Abdul Khaliq retorted 
in Baglidad tliat Saudi Arabia 
was the One trying to politicize 
the pilgrimage by posing as a 
benefactor for the Iraqi pil- 
grims. 

“Those who want to be 


benevolent to the Iraqi people 
should not allow American and 
British war])lanes to take off 
daily from their bases and 
bomb the Iraqi population." 
Khiiliq said, referring to allied 
flights aimed at enforcing nu-fly 
zones imposed in norrliem and 
soutliern Iraq in die aftermatli 
oMraq's short-lived 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The Iraqis named the camp in 
which they were housed "The 
Mother of All Battles," a phrase 
coined by their president to 
refer to operation "Desert 
Storm" wliicii was led by tlie 
United States in 1991 to dis- 
lodge Iraqi invasion forces from 
Kuwait. 

Iraq has been waging a pro- 
paganda campaign ' against 
Saudi Arabia, accusing it of 
allowing "infidel" American sol- 
diers to use Islam's holy lands 
in waging war againsr a fellow 
Muslim state. 

Prince Nayef said the squab- 
ble with the pilgrims erupted 
when Iraqi officials accompany- 
ing them requested hard cur- 
rency cash to give to the pil- 
grims lieaded for the holy city 
of Mecca. 



IRAQI l'ILoniM& Alfli WATCHED OVER RY SAUDI AltAMIAN 
SOLbltlr^ AS THEY WAIT TO CROSS INTO THE KINGDOM TO 
CELEBRATE THE HAJJ SATUIIDaV, 


'The paintui and regrettable 
reality is that the Iraqi authori- 
ties ordered the pilgrims to 
return... and it is regrettable 
that the pilgrimage should be 
used for political purposes," 
said Nayef. 

Saudi Arabia, which has the 
two holiest shrines of Islam in 
Mecca and Medina, has never 


AROUND-THE-WORLD BALLOONISTS 

LAND IN EGYPT 


let down any pilgrims arriving 
in the kingdom. 

Although Iraq is allowed to 
send up to 23,000 pilgrims to 
the HaJ, under a quota system 
aimed to avoid overcrowding, 
Baghdad had only sent up to 
4,000 pilgrims in the past few 
years because of the impact of 
nine years of UN economic 


sanctions against the country 
Baghdad’s decision to senj 
larger number of pilgrims can 
after tlie UN sanctions comm 
tee delayed a request for kt 
lo cover the expenses irfti 
23,000 pilgrims during iheil 
Economic sanctions agiin 
Iraq were imposed after i 
invasion of Kuwait. 


MUT, Egypt (AP) — Less than a 
day after sailing into history as 
the fii'st aviators to fly a hot-air 
balloon around the world non- 
stop, Bertrand Piccard and 
Brian Jones touched down gen- 
tly Sunday on a plateau outside 
of this Western Desert oasis 
town. 


And then they waited - for 
nearly eight hours - atop the 
steep plateau among dunes and 
rocky hills before an Egyptian 
army helicopter picked them 
up. Stepping off the helicopter 
at the airport outside Mut, 80 
kilometers from their landing 
site, the two men linked hands 
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and raised them in the air. 

Piccard, stubble showing on 
his slightly sunburned face, said 
everything was "absolutely won- 
derlUI." 

"It was 21 days in the balloon, 
and now six hours in the desert 
on our own. It was beautiful," 
said Piccard, 41 , who fought back 
tears as he spoke. “It is a big plea- 
sure to have landed in Egypt. My 
wife was bom in Egypt." 

When asted how he and Jones 
passed their time in the desert - 
actually closer to eight hours 
than six - he said; "We spent a 
few hours in the desert looking 
at the sand, the sun, the sky. Very 
calm. Then we had to deflate the 
balloon and when everything 
was OK, we went to sleep in the 
gondola for two hours." 

Jones, who immediately asked 
about his wife who had stayed in 
Geneva to. help the ground team, 
said tlie first thing he wanted to 
do was "have a glass of orange 
Juice." He was served Coke in a 
VIP rest area. 

Strong winds, made for a per- 
fect landing, said Jones, 51. But, 
lie chuckled, the Breitling Orbite'r 
3 “is a bit of a mess." 

"Hie winds tipped it over, and 
we had to run around the balloon 
with our knives to make lioles Co 
keep hum beiiig dragged across 
the .desett," he said. JonesI wrist 
was baiiclag^, sprained while 


punching the holes in the bal- 
loon. 

Hie balloonists were to fly to 
Cairo. 485 kilometers northeast 
of Mut, in a C-I30 military trans- 
port plane. 

For hours, the two men who 
had flown 46,759 kilometers In 
I9days,21 hours and 55 minutes 
remained marooned alone on the 
desert plateau. Their spirits 
appeared to hold up, but the wait 
clearly fhistrated some on the 
Breitling team. 

. "It's harder Co get out ofEgypt 
than [it was| flying around die 
world," Breitling spokesman 
Srevc Axendos said in Mut, an 
ancient Roman outpost on an 
African trade route at the time nf 
Nero's mie, from 54-68. 

Difficult terrain prevohtcd 
vehicles from reaching the 
plateau north of Mut where the 
balloon landed. . 

The balloonists chose to con- 
tinue their flight past the finish 
line for the round-the-world 
record that had eluded dozens of 
balloonists before them. Tlie 
huge silver balloon floated over 
Mauritania at 0954 GMT 
Saturday past longitude . 9 
degrees west to complete the 
nonstop draimnavigation. ; , 

But the balloonists {raveled on 
because they had wanced:tb land 
near the pyramids at Gi^: unfa- 
vorable winds kept them away. 


CHAD, RUSSIA WELCOME 
LIBYA'S MOVE ON LOCKERBIE 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — Tlic presidents of Giad and the Central Africai 
Republic have congninilalcd Uhynn Prosidenl Moammar Qadhjfi is 
his decision to hand over (he two suspects wanted In the 1^^ 
Lockerbie bombing. 

Presidents Idriss Dehy of Ch.id and Angc Felix Patasse oftheCtntnl 
African Republic telcplioncd Qadliafl to express their hope that 
developments will lead to a rapid lifting of the unjust raeasum 
imposed on Libya," Libyan television repotted. 

Russia said Saturday it "welcumes with sarisfaction" an agieenwu 
for two Libyan sus|)ecis in the 1 988 l.ockerbie bombing to sand (ml 
saying it paves the way lo a lifting of sanctions. 

A foreign ministry sintemenl said it was important diet 
agreement at last opens tlie ptasibllity of stopping and then cc^ 
pletcly lifting internalional sunctiuns against Lil^a." 

EGYPT DENIES SALE 
OF CHILDREN'S ORGANS 

CAIRO {API — A st'iiiiir hi'Vl*i iimciit oRlcial lias deni^ 'f* 
published .SiKiiiYlay iliat two orplmnagcs had trafficked in 
their wards and that .several childivii died in operations 
the organs. ^ 

Social Afliiins Minister Meivat Al Tellawl ad<nowi«lg«i 
deaths did occur in tlie oiphaiiageslxit said .dieseweffi. thfi*?*® , 
gross negligence ofollicials and wideqiread conuption m lfw.3^ 

"Hie situation has not reached tlie extent, of 
Ibllawi was quoted as saying 1 ^ die opposition dally 
Hie allegations were made by 10 jMrilament 
filed Wednesday with the proseaitor general, who W . 

gadonHuirsday.. ‘ V 

Hie lawiiiaters alleged that the two 
piwnce of Menoufiya, 50 kilometeir twrth.of Cairo, 
least 32 children for up to $ 30 ,() 0 p,ea^|to mqlor ho^is,^™. 
wealthy Gulf Arab patients. 

The l^^slators ^ar^ foat 25 ofthote 
hipnth period last year, ■ 1 

' .The orphwages have said the all^dofts 
tellaWi, the: ministen'appieared'. iips'esl at the 
daily iti the International media'.- j.- ■ ^ ^ 


HILLARY CLINTON STARTS 12-DAY 
VISIT TO THREE ARAB STATES 


WASHINGTON (RI — First lady 
Hillary Clinton arrived in Cairo 
yesterday for a 12 -day visit 
aimed at improving the often 
mistmstful relations between 
the Islamic world and the 
United States. 

Tlie first lady will also get a 
break from dally speculation at 
hoBie over her political future 
on th.e trip chat will take her to 
Ejypr, Tunisia and Morocco. 

The' plane carrying Hillary 
eqierienced a minor problem 
ait taxied down the runway at 
Hfldrews Air Force Base. The 
Boeing 707 returned to the ter- 
minai where it was checked by 
Air Force mechanics and 
deered for takeoff. 

"Hiey couldn't find anything 
wrong with it... it seemed to be 
an air flow problem over an 
engine compressor," said 
Marsha Berry, the first lady’s 
spokeswoman. 

Shortly after arriving in Cairo 
cn Sunday morning. Hillary will 
lour the city’s old Islamic quar- 
ter and stop at the 1 1 th centu- 


ry Bab Zuweila gate, a visit 
highlighting the cultural contri- 
butions of Islam and under- 
scoring her aim to dispel suspi- 
cions between Islam and the 
West. 

hlillary hopes to “reinforce 
the message that the president 
has been sending to the Islamic 
world, of respect for Islam and 
our belief that there is no clash 
of civilizations between Islam 
and the West," a senior State 
Department official said. 

“Her ability to convey that in 
a very personal way is going to 
be very important on this trip," 
the nfficial said. 

Hillary has worked closely 
with Islamic groups in tlie 
United States and instituted a 
White House commemoration 
of Ramadan at the end of the 
holy month. 

Her endorsement in May of 
the idea of a Palestinian state 
drew a (|iiick reiter.ition from 
US ntflcials of US policy that 
tlie issue could be decided only 
in final peace talks between 


the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. Despite the offi- 
cial clarification, she was 
enthusiastically received on a 
visit to the Palestinian-con- 
trolled Gaza Strip in December. 

During her North Africa trip, 
Hillary also is expected to pro- 
mote the rights of women and 
children, call for religious toler- 
ance and encourage democrat- 
ic advances, aides said. 

She will be too busy to pay 
much attention to her highly 
publicized deliberations on 
whether to run for a US Senate 
seat from New York in 2000, 
her spokeswoman, Marsha 
Berry, said. The first lady is 
expected at some point to 
entertain questions on the 
issue from reporters during her 
tour bin she will make no 
announcement on her plans. 
Berry said. 

On Friday, President Clinton 
told a news conference lie did 
not "liave a clue" on whether 
she would run. And he .said he 
■and Hillary were "working 


iiard" on strengthening their 
relationship amid the fallout 
from, the president's sexual 
affair with Monica Lewinsky 
and his impeachment trial. 

Wliile in Egypt. Hillary also 
will visit Coptic Christian areas 
of Cairo on Monday, and on 
Hiesday she will give one of 
the major speeches of her trip. 
The address at the American 
University is expected to high- 
light Egypt's historical tradi- 
tion of religious tolerance, 
aides said. 

Hillary also will travel to 
Luxor, Egypt, to tour the 
ancient Valley of Kings and 
Queens. She will visit the 
Temple of Hatshcpsui, site of 
the 1997 massacre of 58 for- 
eign tourists by an Islamic mili- 
tant group. 

She will be protected by (he 
US Secret Service throughout 
her trip. 

Hillary travels tn Tunisia on 
Hiursday and to Morocco on 
Saturday. March 27. She returns 
to V\^shingion on April I . 



US FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
WAVES AT JOURNALISTS WITH DAUGHTER 
CHELSEA AT CAIRO AIRPORT SUNDAY. 


NETANYAHU DISCUSSES 
PEACE, IRAN IN MOSCOW 


ISRAELI SUPREME COURT CONFIRMS 
REFUSAL TO EXTRADITE US JEW 



TUL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s supreme court con- 
firmed Sunday its rcliisal to extradite an Israeli- 
American teenager wanted for murder in the 
United States. 

Deputy Cliiei jusiice Shlomn l.evine i-ejecred a 
request by Attorney General Elyakiin Kubinstein 
for the court to review its Fell. 25 decision 
against extraditing Samuel Sheinbein. 18, judicial 
ofildals said. 

Hie court's refusal means that Sheinbein will 
go on trial in Israel, and he will be charged in a 
Tel Aviv court Monday. 

Hie supreme court said Israeli law prohibits 
the extradition of Israeli citizens to other coun- 
tries. Sheinbein, an American Jew. is an Israeli by 
birth through his father, who was born in pre- 
state Israel, the court said. 

He had never visited Israel before fleeing liere 


two days after the iniitilatecl body of an .uquain- 
tance. 19-year-old Alfredo tiiri(|ire Tcllo, was 
found in the garage of an unoccupied house in a 
Macyland suburlr of W«ishingtoii. D.C.. in 
September 1997. 

Sheinbein has been under arrest since Ills 
arrival. 

US Attorney General Janet Reno expressed her 
disappointmenL last month at ihc Israeli supreme 
court's decision, and Rubinstein then asked the 
court to rehear the case because the decision vio- 
lated an extradition treaty with the United 
States. 

The Sheinbein case has strained Isracli-US ties, 
with Secretary” of State Madeleine Albright per- 
sonally calling for his extradition and some US 
congress members threatening to hold US aid to 
Israel if the youth was not turned over. 
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ISRAEL CONSIDERS WATER 
CUTS FOR FARMERS 


MOSCOW (DPA) — Israeli 
Pfemier Benjamin Netanyahu 
arrived in Moscow Stinday on 
a two-day visit to Russia dur- 
a’s which he will have talks 
"'ith Prime Minister Ybvgeni . 
Ptimakov and Foreign Minister 
* 8 or Ivanov, national news 
^Sericies reported. 

f^etanyahii flew in from Kiev 
''^re he had talks earlier with 
^fcrainian President Leonid 
^chma oil bijateral economic 
|i(JS. Both sides agreed, to look 
'"to ways to ease bilateral 
Me restrictions; ; - 

Economic.; cooperation 


between Russia and Israel is 
also. due to figure prominently 
in Netanyahu’s talks In 
Moscow. : 

' Netanyahu said earlier that 
his talks with Primakgv 
Monday , would focus oii , 

. Russia's controversial ntidear 
technology cooperation .with. 
Iran, which Israel views, Os a 
: potential threat. : 

Russia would raise the secu- 

rliy situatipn in the Middle 
East ^rtd in central Aslai; ^e , 
Mosebw foielgn mjnlstry sa)d. .. 
. Russlal5.a;W-«jP9^ 

■ peape.process ;b§'tWee'n:|srhel.'; 


and the . Palestinians. 
Palestinian President Ylasser 
Arafat is due to visit Moscow 
ip two weeks' time. 

! Arafat wants to proclaim a 
Palestinian stateii on May 4, a 
: move which Netanyahu oppos- . 
es. Many hatiohs haire uj^ef 
Arafat to delay such a- move 
until after the Israeli general-, 
.felectiortsslatedfor May 17, 

•: Netanyahu, me^^ repre- 
sentatives of the com- 

miihity in l^ssfa later Sunday, ^ 

; From vMpscpw, 

;.''eveningl';;s^^ *t'v 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel is mulling a 40-percent 
cut in water supplies for agriculture after an 
exceptionally, dry -whiter, the .national- infra- 
structure ministry .said Sunday.. 

The cabinet will nieet Wedhesday to discuss • 
'the consequehceS.oFthe.drbughj: and the pro-'- 
posaL for cuts made, by Water. Comm'IsSipiier 
Meir ben.-Melr. a ministry news release said. ' 

. ..This .winter, whjch-.should Jje the rainy seij- 
, s 6 n, isfaei; received less than .40 percept , of the 
rain It npnnally receives: .. ■ ; ; - ';V . '.-V 

"This Is one of tlie,dflest year? In the last 60 
. years;"' Aihori Pofat ofj the Wteorologlca) sefr'. 
vice said Sunday. . .. : ii'! 

."We'i-e expecting rain tills y/pekr but it v/onY 
be/etidugh to compensate for the shortage over 

the past few mOTUhs,-' he said. 


Israel uses 1 .8 billion cubic meters of water a 
year. Sixty percent of that goesTor agriculture. 30 
.percent Is for domestic use, and the rest goes for 

industr2ft • , . 

■ - the drought has led to a debaCe In Israel over 
htfvy to iricrease the piintry's water resources. 

: ' i'We have; been' on a knife edge for several . 
■yeafs," said Jean Horgen, chief; of the French . 
•Wate^' company Lyohiialse de$ Eaux.iii Israef. 
TEWty yeah Israel tonsumes alj of Its ayaji- , 

V able resoqi^es. There are ho reSeryes'i.Put^thefr , 

., fiiseds keep inaensmg berause^oFdemo^rBphjC . 

gi^th and hlghefitandardipf IlyW^ • 

. jThe drought; jias'hlso tried. )sfael *5 relati,ons,. 

Mvdth'Jdrddhi^wU^ the;:lSjfae|ls.tejl^ 
tney'bahhotdeljvet^t^^ 'milliomcUblc meieft| , 

.: o^Vfater this jrearthat.w^ brothisejd under their.i 
■ '•; i 9 ^ 4 ;pea'ce treaity!'- • • ■' 

■ ' .1. 
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CHINA OPPOSES UN ROLE 
IN SETTLING SPRATLYS DISPUTE 

MANILA (AP) — Chinn wants to peacefully settle a dispute with the 
Philippines over a reef in the Spratly Islands claimed ly both conn- 
tri«. but it is against any United Nations role in solving the problem, 
a Chinese official said Sunda>>. 

Philippine officials and a Chinese delegation began meetings 
Sunday to resolve a dispute over the construction of Cliinese stmc- 
tures on Mischief Reef in the Soutit China Sea's Spratly islands, whicli 
lias strained diplomatic ties between the two nations. 

Last week. President Joseph Estrada disaissed the Spratlys dispute 
in a meeting with U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan in New Vbrk. 
Estrada said the U.N. chief said he would help find ways of resolvInB 
the conflict peacefully 

A^d if Qilna will allow the U.N. to play a role, Chinese Assistant 
Foreign Minister Wing Yi said the two countries can reach a settle- 
ment by themselves. 

Although Cliiiia prefers resolving rlie problem bilaterally, Wng said 
they are open to a settlement based on international law, Including 
the U.N. Convention on the Law ofthe Seas, wliich sets certain marine 
terntorial boundaries for nations. 

The Pliilippines has been seeking inrernatlonal supponto halt what 
It s^ IS Clilna’s expansion in the Spratlys archipelago, an area that | 
straddles one ofthe world's busiest sea lanes. I 

Wng met Philippine Foreign Secretary Domingo Siazon at a hotel 
m Manila Sund^ and will head a Chinese delegation that will meet its 
Philippine counte^rts Monday and Tuesday. 

Philippine Foreign Undersecretary Laiito Baja said Manila would 
demand that China dismanrie the structures on MIsdiiefReef in the 
Soutli China Sea. But lie conceded it was unlikely that China wouJd 
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HOLBROOKE IN LAST-DItWbu 
TO SECURE KOSOVO PEACE DEAl 


WASHINGTON (AGENGES) — US envoy 
Richard Holbrooke is to meet Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic today in a last- 
ditch bid to secure a deal to end fighting in 
lOisovo. 

US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
had dispatched the veteran Balkans trou- 
bleshooter to warn Milosevic he faces NATO 
air strikes unless he halts aggression against 
ethnic Albanians in Kosovo. 

"Ambassador Holbrooke will emphasise to 
President Milosevic that NATO air strikes 
against the FRY (Federal Republic of 
Yiigoslavia) are being prepared.” Albriglit said 
in a statement. 

She made clear that Holbrooke's mission 
was a last-ditcli cliance for Vbgoslavia to avert 
a militaiy attack. 

"He will make clear that Milosevic faces a 
stark clioice: to halt aggression against the 
Kosovar Albanians and accept an interim set- 
tlement with a NATO-led implementation 
force or bear tlie hill responsibilily for the 


Belgrade. 

Ethnic Albanian delegates signed a draff 
peace accord put forwaid by the inteniation- 
al community in Paris on Thursday. Tlie plan 
offers the province wide-ranging autonomy. 

But Belgrade has refLiscd to sign, fearing 
tlie accord could lead to independence for 
Kosovo and objecting to plans for rlie deploy- 
ment of a 26,000-strong force in the province 
to implement any peace deal. 

Heavy fighting was reported Sunday In the 
Drenica hills, a Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) 
stronghold, ethnic Albanian sources said in 
the l&isovo capital Pristina. 

Serbian and federal Yugoslav forces 
attacked guerrillas of the seperatlst KLA 
Sunday for a second day, driving tliousands of 
villagers from their homes. 

Renewed fighting in Kosovo, a Serbian 
province where tlie 90 percent eihnic 
Albanian majority has been seeking indepen- 
dence. erupted after tlie Paris peace talks col- 
lapsed. 


meanwhile, said the KU had 
Serbian security forces Suadayt^e!^ 
and north ofKosovo, 

Siindtjt's fighting comes a da. a, 
iinanned observers of the O^ait 
Seranty and Cooperation in Europe | 0 M 
quit Kosovo for Macedonia, leavinriC 

In Brussois, ambassadors ofthe ISfisro 
rouncries met for more tlian tw> hwi 
Sunday and agreed to meet again Moedfc 
giving NATO Secretary-General Javier Solw 
more time to consult western leadeR,Afo 
matic souites said. ^ 

‘■A NATO air operation lias not staned 
Slobodan Mllosewc lias a last chance to m 
sider liLs position," said a diplomat 
Soliina has been contacting prime rare, 
ters and foreign ministers of the Nonli 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) couwiies | 
since Saturday, diplomats said, He has a]» ' 
spoken with UN Secretaiy General fell 
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consequences of NATO military action," 
Albriglit said. 

US mediator Christopher Hill, European 
Union representative Wolfgang Petritsch and 
Russian envoy Boris Mayorsky, who mediated 
Kosovo peace talks in Paris last week, were 
also due in Belgrade, a US spokesman said. 

Yiigoslavia's official Tanjiig news agen^ 
said die meeting scheduled for late Monday 
had been requested by tlie US embassy in 


Serbian forces opened fire on the villages 
of Trstenik, Laiisa and Prekaz, said the 
Democratic League of Kosovo (LDKf and the 
KLA's Kosova Press news agency, 

A UN refugee agency (UNHCR) aid convoy 
left Pristina early Sunday for the Drenica 
region. A UNHCR spokesman in Pristina said 
the latest offensive had driven 5.000 villagers 
from their homes. 

The Serb information Centre in Pristina, 


Annan. 

NATO has some 400 warplanes atid cniisf 
missiles on stand-by to attack Serb milimy 
targets. 

In Washington. US President Bill Clinton's 
foreign polity advisors discussed ihe jitua- 
tion in Kosovo at a special meeting Saturday 

Serbia wants lo hold on to Kosovo, ivhkti 
it considers tlie cradle of its Orthodox reS- 
gion and culture. 


WASHINGTON (R) — More than a billion peo- 
ple, nearly one fifth of the world’s population, 
lack safe, clean water and the problem will 
worsen in the early 21st century, experts said 
on Sunday. 

Most of tlie projected water shortages in 
2025 will be in Aftica and the Middle East, but 
India, parts of China, Peni. England and 
Poland would also be affected, according to a 
newly formed commission rliat focuses on 
world water supplies. In all, die problem 
could afflict four dozen countries, it said. A 
United Nations analysis found tliar 1 .4 billion 
people now lack safe and reliable water. 
Watei--related diseases kill from four million 
to seven million people annually; experts said. 
Tlie United Nations said up to half of the pop- 
ulation of the developing world suffers at any 
givoi time from such diseases. 

The assessments were released in prepara- 


tion for World Witer Day on Monday and to 
promote more efficient use of watei: 

Witliout adequate water supplies, food 
output Yould be imperilled too. Agriculture 
accounts for most of mankind’s water usage. 

‘•V\ftrcr is a more important limiting factor 
to agriculture tluin land." Hans van Ginkel. 
U.N. Undersecretary-General, said in an inter- 
view. At present, 450 milljon people in 29 
countries face water shortages, according to 
tlie water commission. The United Nations 
said shortages would toudi 23 billion peo- 
ple. or 30 percent of the world popiilaiion. in 
four dozen nations in 2025. 

Much of the problem results from the 
world's patterns of settlement, experts said, 
TWo-thirds of tlie world's people live in 
regions recelvii]® onc-fouftli of tlic world’s 
rainfall. 

"As we apiiroach tlie next century, more 


tlian a quarter of die vrorid's popuhtion, « i 
third of (he population in developing loiu)' 
tries, live in regions tliat will cxpenf(K( 
severe* water scare%" ilie Inremaiird 
WiUT Management liistimte, bojed in So 
liinka. *Hiid in report on growing warer staio- 
ty- 

Willi tiic world popiilarioii projected to 
grow by 3 billion people by 2025, rlie vvstin 
commission said inmwathne solutions wea* 
needed to ensure rliat tlicre will be enough 
water. 

Some possibilities suggested by die c«n- 
mission were: making desaiinization nioa 
affordnlile; finding Ijetter methods (or disew- 
ering the great qiiaiirltios of ground water 
tliought to exist iinnipped; increasing the use 
of recycled water; creating technology to 
transport water long distances: and breedn? 
food plants tliat requiie less water. 


Scverol thousand people demonstrate in Bilbao with 
the slogan, "Leave the Basque Country in ponce", 
Sohirdoy, to protest the arrest of alleged members of 
the armed Basque separatist group ETA, 




Tribesmen from the idumi of Kaliimmtcin in ImloiicsHi's piovi.ire of 
Borneo hold up the decapitated head of a Madurese selfler who was 
beheaded one day earlier in the village of Sambas yesterday. The head 
has been on display for 24 hours at a roadblock ns proof, the men fhere 
say, to Madurese settlers that they are not welcome in Kalhnantaii 


wiuov.ri oi U(i|ier casie Mmau lomiioras weep ■•.qT 

Iiusbiitids, who were killed by Maoist guerrillas 1 « Muicli. 

lords were butchered in the latest incident in a bloody ccisfc-v/ar di«* 

been raging in the troubled Indian state of Bihar for the pas# two dccH'lf^ 

— ■■■■rwiMgatgSt-y 


Wiilov,/^ of U|i|ier cosfe Hindu loiidlords weep dwiitiif the cre»n»<ti»»“ 

liusbutids, who were killed by Maoist guerrillas 1 « Muich. ri»n*y-i*v«- 

Shed Ilf* 


agree. 

Vtting said China will not allow the dispute to harm diplomatic rela- 
tions It established with the Philippines in 1975. 

The Spratlys are believed to be rich in oil and minerals, but the con- 
flicting claims have prevented exploration. Aside from China and tlie 
Philippines, the area is also being contested by Bninei. Malaysia 
Taiwan and Vietnam. ' 


ONE BILLION PEOPLE LACK SAFE WATER 
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^echen president narrowly 
escapes attempt on his life 


MOSCOW (DPA) — Cliechen President 
^an Maskhaciov narrowly escaped an 
aiiempt on his life Sunday as violence in 
[he Caucasus continued. Russian news 

agencies reported. 

Tlie president remained unscathed wlien 
anri-tank mines blew up in the 
Chedien capital Grozny Just after his c.ir 
passed on its way to his nearby residence. 

One passer-by was killed and several 
people, including four of the president’s 
bodyguards, were seriously Injured by the 
bbJts. believed to have been set off by 
remote control. Interfax news agency 
reported. 

Hiere were no immediate claims of 
responsibility for the blast, which shat- 


tered window panes in the area and pro- 
duced a deep crater in the road. 

The breakaway Russian Caucasus repub- 
lic is embroiled in a power straggle 
between the moderate Maskhadov and 
extremist field coniinnnders who accuse 
him of making too many concessions to 
Moscow. 

It was the Fourth attempt on 
Maskhadov's life since he was elected pres- 
ident in 1997. He had previously led the 
armed struggle against the Russian forces 
in Cliechcnia. 

The attack took place just two days after 
a powerful bomb explosion shook a busy 
marketplace in the city of Vladikavkas, 
killing over 60, people and seriously Injur- 


ing about 100. 

In Grozny on Sunday, presidential advis- 
er Movlen Salainov said that the attackers 
had intended to kill Maskhadov to desta- 
bilise the situation in the country and pre- 
vent his planned meeting with Russian 
Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov. 

A Russian interior ministry major-gener- 
al, Gennady Spigun. was kidnapped in 
spectacular circumstances as he was board- 
ing an aircraft to take him fitim Checlienia 
back to Moscow on March 5. He is still 
missing and Russia has not ruled out using 
force in a bid to free him. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin was 
briefed about the latest attack on Sunday 
evening. 


UN PEACE MEDIATOR ARRIVES 
IN KABUL AS FIGHTING ESCALATES 


KABUL (AFP) — The UN special envoy for 
Afghanistan, Lakhdar BrahimI, arrived in 
Kibui Sunday as fighting escalated 
between the country's warring factions 
despite a recent breakthrough in peace 
uiks. 

Opposition sources said northern 
alliance soldiers remained locked in fight- 
ing in the central province of Bamiyan. 
ivhere the dominant Taliban has claimed a 
series of strikes were repulsed. 

Tn the past two days, Taliban jets carried 
out at least ten sorties on our positions," 
opposition spokesman Jawliari said, adding 
their forces launched a dawn attack against 
the militia positions Sunday. 


He said forces from the Slila Hezb-i- 
Whadat faction of the alliance were contin- 
uing to battle the Taliban, which now con- 
trols about 80 percent of Afghanistan. 

The Taliban has accused the alliance of 
staging military strikes while the delicate 
peace process remains the main agenda 
after an agreement in principle last week- 
end on power sharing in a future govern- 
ment. 

Independent sources have confirmed the 
fighting in Bamiyan resulting in foreign aid 
workers postponing scheduled assign- 
ments into tlie region. 

Fighting has also been re[Jorted in cen- 
tral Parwan province and northern JauzJan, 


while sporadic shelling has occurred along 
frontlines to the nortli of Kabul. 

UN sources said Rrahimi was greeted at 
Kabul airport by the religious militia's 
deputy foreign minister Abdurrahman 
Zahed. 

Tliey said he was scheduled to meet with 
Mulla Mohammad Rabbniii. chairman of 
the militia ruling council in Kabul, who is 
considered number two in the ultra-puri- 
tanical movement. 

Tlie Taliban have accused the opposition 
of disrupting the process of peace and dia- 
logue which started days ago in neighbor- 
ing T\irknienisian. 


INDIA MOOTS 
SOUTH ASIAN 
CONPIDIRATION 
ON lU LINES 

NEW DELHI (DPA) — India 
Sunday suggested the forma- 
tion of a confederation with 
its neighbours on the lines of 
the European Union. 

federal Home Minister Lai 
Krishna Advani said the con- 
federation could comprise 
india, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 

Sri Lanka. Bhutan and Nepal. 

All these countries are 
members of the South Asian 
Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) along 
with Maldives. | 

Advani also criticized the 
demand for an Akhand Bharat 
(united India including territo- 
ries which are now in Pakistan 
And Bangladesh) by some rad- 
Hindu fundamentalist 
groups and said such concepts 
'•'aused misgivings. . 

He said the Hindu-national- 
ist Bharatiya Janata Paity-led 
coalition . government which 
completed one year in office 
had many achievements to its 
jodit including the Lahore 
. dKlarailon by Prime Minister 
Bihari Wjpavee and his 
'couhtetpart -Nawaz 
on imprpving' •, ties. 
, between tHe two countries;! ;• 


FINNS VOTE IN PARLIAMENTARY POLLS 


Helsinki (dpa) — Finns went to the polls Sunday 
inomliig to elect a new parliament, with Prime 
Minister Paavo Upponen expected to suffer a size- 
able loss of support. 

Lipponen. who has led a coalition since 1995. 
had announced that lie would form ^ew govern- 


ment only if his Social Democrats again emeigcd as 
the country's strongest party. 

The country's four million eligible voters were 
called upon to choose among candidates from 18 
parties. 10 of which are currently represented in 
the unicameral parliament, the 200-meniber 
Eduskunta. 
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MOSCOW — Chechnya’s prosecutor general issued arrest war- 
rants Saturday for six people suspected of kidnapping Russian 
General Gennady Slipiguii on March 5. the Interfax news agency 
said. 

Prosecutor Salman Albakov refused to reveal the identities or 
the six. 

The Chechen government believes that Slipigim. a Russian 
inferior ministry envoy whose whereabouts are still unknown, 
was kidnapped for a ransom rather tlian for political reasons, 
Interfax said. 

Tlie ranson is thought to be between eight and 20 million dol- 
lars, the agency said, citing sources close to the investigation. 

Tlie kidnapping raised tensions between Russia and the 
breakaway Causasus republic. 

Chechnya's representative in Russia, IdilbeU Ibrahimov, said 
Friday that Chechen President Aslan Maskhadov could meet 
Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov during the weekend 
to discuss relations between Moscow and Grozny — Agoiicc 
I France Pressc. 


pr^Wr *!■-• *’?*^*V 


PHNOM PENH — Three drunken Cambodians were killed when 
n Ijiznrre game of landmine Russian roulette went terribly 
wrung, it was reported here Sunday. 

Tlie game took place in a cafe in the eastern province ofSvay 
Rieng, and ended for all ilie parcipanrs when one of the gam- 
blers gave the powerful anti-tank mine a hefty bang with his 
foot. 

'•Each of the throe men would lake turns lo stamp on the 
mine to see who would make it explode and tlien they would 
drink more .ilcohnl," the Rasmei Kampuchea newspaper report- 
ed. 

"Bur at the end their wives could not even find their liesh 
because the blast destroyed everything." it added. 

Played with either pistols or mines, gambling with death or 
injury is reported to be popular among soldiers and civilian men 
alike who with no civil war to fight seek altcniarive sources of 
danger and excitement — Agcnce France Pressc. 




NEW DELHI — A US plane was forced down and detained in 
western India for alleged espionage, a report said here Sunday. 

The private Zee television news channel quoted sources as 
saying the private plane was detained In the western city of 
Ahmedabad. It said the pilot was flying to the Pakistani citj' of 
Karachi when It "disappeared from the radar screen." 

The plane was forced to land in Ahmedabad and an inspection 
revealed spy cameras. Ihe report said, adding that the plane had 
stopped for refueling in the western city of Nagpur. 

The crew was suspected of filming unspecified '‘sensitive 
installalions’* at low range. It added without giving further 
details. 

Indian Civil Aviation Minister Anant Kumar declined to com- 
ment on the incident to Zee television. 

The US embassy here said it had no information on the report- 
ed Incident — Agcnce France Pressc. 




DUBAI TVo.Paltlstanl brothers have been sentenced to lift 
lii prison lil.khis CulfArab emirate for strangling a riianvdio mar- 
ried tlidir sister against their will, a newspaper said Sunday., ' 

• trie Gulf’Ne’ws said the brothers set the body on fift:after 
Shocking him' out nild strangling him with wire. They re^tted 
tp. strangling him af^er failing to electrocute tlieir victim in._tl)e. 
:altafk-iflSt August; 

' ' A' bubal fcouit bh Sattirday.serttencedjthe l^klsftms.^ nfe.fol- 
lowed 1^ deportariori, the dpjjy. ttid; Alifejertn In the^Unked 
Arab feirilrates, of Which Diibai Is a; member, riorinally lasts 
I between 10 and I's-^ars ^'Agencjg;Frait^ ":V ; ;• •; 
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I 0.860 -0.020 


t 1.15 


f 1.360 -0.020 


. 1.800 
, 1.900 


+ 0.020 

-0.050 


t 1.430 +0.130 


28.2500 


7.5625 

2.5625 


7.7500 -0.2,500 7. 
■ 2;0625'>p.;0312- ;-2- 


■- ARAB INS GROUP 
; ARAB INT.INS. 

: AHLI COML. BANK 
W.' A.B.C. 

BAH INSURANCE 
BANK BAH + KWT 
BAH COML FALT 
mn BAH HOTEL 
B.DUTY FREE 
^ BAH MILLS 
iMl BAH ISLAM. BANK 

S BAH ISLAMIC INS 
bah + KWT INS. 
1^; BAH INT. BANK 
SI BAH.LEISURE CO. 
'm bah MID E. BANK, 
-'av bah MAR.+M.INT 
BAH SAUDI BANK 
BAH SHIP R ENG 
/Ss£ BAH TOURISM 
'0;; BAH TELECOM 
DELMON POULTRY 
0:] FAYSAL ISLAM -$■ 
TRAFFCO 

UNION GULF INS. 

‘ • NATL. IMP+EXP 


‘i 0.79 
t 0.075 
t 0.406 
t 6.25 
i 0.274 
0.228 
t 0.238 
0.202 
t 0.505 
i 0.175 
0.278 
[ 0.280 
0.400 
t 0.148 
t 0.098 
*t 0.163 
0.472 
0.150 
t 0.520 
i 0.136 
t 0.545 

i 0.166 

t 2.08 

0.302 
4 0.106 
\ 0.600 


-0.05 

+0.007 

+0.006 

+ 0.10 

-0.006 

+ 0.002 

+0.005 

- 0.002 

- 0.020 

+ 0.001 

+ 0.001 

+ 0.001 


+ 0.020 

- 0.002 

+0.005 

-0.004 

+0.08 

-0.003 

-0.005 




ARAB REAL ES INV t235.00 

NASR CITY HOUS 

ALX SPIN&WEAVNG t39.77 

ALEX RE INVEST 

K2^0 ■f63.00 

ACROW MISR i53.50 

SUEZ CANAL BANK 

NUBAREYA AGRI MC 

PAINT & CHEM IND f73.74 

NATL SOC .GEN BNK 


+2 . 17 
+2.75 
+ 4 .86 
+ 1 .49 
+ 1.60 
+ 1.43 
+ 1 .15 
+ 2.50 
+0.55 
+0 . 58 



stock Name I 

ARAB BNK CORP 
ASRATED CONCRETE 
ARABIAN GEN INV.t < 
akleia ins. CO. 
j ARAB REAL BST. T < 
ARAB INS GROUP 
BKME KUWAIT 
BURGAN BANK + < 

LIVESTOCK T.T COt < 
NATIGNALCLEAN1NG4 ' 
KWT COMPUTER CO. 
COMi rAClLITIBS t 
FIRST INV. FUND 
KWT FOOD CO. 

GULF CEMENT 
GULF INS. CO. 

INT PIN ADVISERS 
INTL iNV GROUP 
INT ' It. INVEST PRJ 
INDEPEN • ' PETROL ^ 
AL-AH1.I BANK . 1 

AL-ARABI HOliDINGt 
aref invest grp 

AL-AHLEIA INV col 
AJJAL real BST.- t 
BAHRAIN' INT. BNKl 
BoOriYAN 'PETROCH.l 

gulf cable , XNP.^ 1 

COdMBRGlAL BANK 1 
COAST INV Gi DEV. 
EDOCATIONAIi SERV . 

fujai-rah cement f 
” UM'ITED FiaHBRIBS.T 

6uj.ir -B.ANk •■• • • : t 

GULF GLASS CQ,r. T. 
■ftlliAL ' CEMENT. -CO. 

indust invest col 
- the int INVESTOR 
INT J L MURABAHA ’ 


0.164 

0.i:i2 


0.154 

0.285 

0.570 


- 0.00 
+ 0.00 


+ 0.00 


0.470 +0.00 


0.270 

0.154 

0.270 

0.178 
0.120 
0 .118 
0.162 
1.4 60 
0.156 


0.102 
0.073 
6.395 
0.28 5 

.0.1.38 


r^OtOO 


-O.QO 

+ 0.01 

- 0.01 

- 0.10 

-O.OO 


+O.00' 

.+ 6 . 00 ' 

-. 0.00 

-0^ bo’ 

> 
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Tlie Annual General meeting of the company was held In 
Amman yesterday to consider the accounts for 1998 and the 
annua] report of the directors. 

On sales ofjOD 4.5 million. ( an increase ofJOD 150.000 on 
1997), the net profit was JOD 1.1 million, an increase ofJOD 
145,000. 

In giving details of the company’s operations, Nader Dahabi. 
Chairman of the board said that the Raimha outlet should be 
opened at the end of Marcli and is planned to be bigger than 
the one at Jaber, on the border witii Syria. 

Another shop will open in Aqaba during 1999 at the passen- 
ger terminal together with a further outlet serving the crews of 
the ships landing there. 

The shares of the company are to be registered on the Amman 
Stock Exchange's parallel market. The authorized capital of the 
company is JOD 5 million, with JOD 4.9 million paid up. 

At an Extraordinary Meeting a vote was made to place 
100.000 shares to make the paid up capital reach JOD 5 million 
— The Arab Dally 




William Burns, the US Ambassador to Jordan, chaired a round 
table discussion for journalists at the US Embassy on Sunday to 
elaborate on the programs recently announced In press releases 
about US aid to the Kingdom. 

In his statement. Burns emphasized the Importance that these 
programs attach to the private sector In job cieation and in pro- 
moting trade and investment. 

“The US is deeply committed to helping Jordan and taking 
advantage of the opportunities existing at this point of time. 
Bilateral assistance could reach S 550 million over the next three 
years. We are wailing approval from Congress. " Burns added. 

in addition "we arc asking the G7 countries to do everything 
they can to support Jordan to ease the country s debt. He con- 
tinued “one of the things we have discussed actively is to make 
it easier for Jordanian trade with the West Bank, and we shall do 
what we can to help here." — ^The Arab Daily. 




JERUSALEM — Palestinians living in aiiionomoiis regions of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip have been given permission to import 
secondhand vehicles through Israeli ports, the transport min- 
istry said Sunday. • , , 

Hie move is expected to give Yksser Arafat s Palestinian 
Authority a new source of revenue through taxes on the 

importers. ^ _ 

Under the accofd between the Palestinian Authority and 
Israel, Palestinians can from April 29 import cars which are at 
least three years old. 

The vehicles will have to undergo tests in Israel before being 
transferred to the autonomous zones where the. Palestinian 
Authority will Issue licence plates. 

Israelis have the right to import private cars that are at least 
one year old but not commercial vehicles — Agence France 
Presse. 


MOSCOW — The European Union agreed Sunday to give 1 
"fejlkistan an ECU 1 million (SI .2 million) loan for material and I 
technical assistance In the Impoverished Central Aslan liation. a 

news report said. ' 

Thjlk Prime Minister 'ftkhye Azimov and EU representative Eric 
Deshunrnacher si^ed the agreement Sunday In Tbjikistan s cap- , 
Ital, Dushanbe, the Interfax news agency said. 

The report did not give any details about the loan. 

' The European Union mission in Ihilkistan is also epnsidering 
programs to develop the country's agriculture, healthcare, qd.ui 

cation and Irrigation, Interfax said. 

Ibllklsliah, an Impoverished former Soiriet repi.ublic that bor-? 
ders Afghanistan, hM seen mudh ofjts inftastruc^re tollpp^' 
since the fall bfitie Soviet Union, it has a!sp;b.een devastiited by 
’dwhfeV between. die gpwmmert and the ppllrical'bppbsUibn-^ 
. Associated ;P^css^■• V, -I: v-,"* 
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BAGHDAD ASKS OPEC TO 
STABILIZE OIL PRICES 


ISAGHDAD (R) — liaq's Oil 
MinisCtr Amir Muliainnied 
Rnshced said on Sauii-day he 
would ask .111 ori-iC meeling 
scheduled in Vienna on Tuesday 
to work for stahilizinp; world oil 
prices, the Iraqi News Agency 
INA reported. 

“Iraq would urge (the urgaiii- 
zaiionl ro take actiw tneasurcs 
to stabilize oil prices and put an 
end to the deteriorating oil 
market as a result of the 
Anierican administration's poli- 
cy pursued by Saudi Arabia,” 
INA quoted Rashced as saying 
befnre departing to Vienna. 

Rasheed said in press 
remarks published last week 
that Iraq would ask the 
Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries' meeting 
to cut production by 2,5 million 
barrels per day (bpd) and that 
OPEC's biggest producer Saudi 
Arabia should take the entire 
cut. 

The minister said an agree- 
ment of key oil producers to cut 
daily output by more than two 
million bpd should boost 






On« of Baghdad's more beauliful sites 



dopres<«ed prices hut called un 
lop producer Snndi Arabi.i to 
make most of the col itself. 

At .in emeigeiicy meeting in 
the Hague last week, Saudi 
Aiabi. 1 , lian, Venezuela, Mo.'cicn 
<in<l Algeria drew up a plan for 

10 members of OPEC ami non- 
OPEC Mexico and Oman to trim 
output. 

Uaghdad has recently 
stepped up its public criticism 
nf Saudi Arabia, blaming it for 
the deterioration in world oil 
prices. 

Saudi Arabia raised its own 
production by more than two 
million bpd in 1990 when Iraqi 

011 exports were barred under 
the economic embargo 
imposed by the United Nations 
after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraq is allowed now to sell 
S5.26 billion worth of oil under 
UN auspices every six months 
to buy food and medicines but 
argues that low oil prices and 
damaged infrastructure make it 
unable to reach that target. 


lAPftN'l TIIADE MINISTER S/l^^ 
ECONOMY NOW OUT OF CRISIS 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Japan's minister for incer- 
national trade and industry on Sunday said 
his country was now out of financial crisis. 

Kaoru Yosano. who is visiting Australia, 
also expressed surprise at Canberra's deci- 
sion to lodge a formal protest over Tokyo's 
390 percent super tariff on rice imports 
saying it had no intention of lowering it. 

Many economists expect Japan's econo- 
my to remain flat this year aftei' nearly two 
years of recession. 

But Yosano said there were now clear, 
signs his country was emerging from the 
worst of its economic crisis, 

'The simple expiession is we have hit 
the bottom and many indexes tell us that 
we are moving upwards,'' he told Nine 
Network's Business Sunday. 

“At last we have succeeded In getting out 
of financial crisis which lasted for about 
one year, during 1998, and we are going to 
have a very sound financial system, banking 
system In other words." 

Yosano predicted evidence ofthe upturn 
would come as early as April or May, with 
the economy to be revitalized within a year, 
a belief he would be promoting during his 
visit to Australia this week. 

"I Intend ro talk with the Australian peo- 
ple, its leader and the ministers,” he said. 

“I would like to wipe out pessimistic 
views on Japanese economy.'' 

But he said Japan would refuse to budge 
oh its rice tariff. 


Australia’s Deputy Prime Minister Tim 
Fischer lodged an ofTicial protest against it 
with the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
late last week, describing the tariff as 
unsatisfactory. 

Yosano will meet Fischer in Canberra 
Monday and said Ibkyo did not understand 
why Australia had taken the action it did. 

“Honestly, tliejapanese government was 
surprised by the position of the Australian 
government," he said. 

“1 cannot help expressing my profound 
regret." 


Hie new tariff does not affect Australia's 
existing 70 million dollars (44 million US) a 
year in rice exports to Japan. 

However, it elFectivdy closes off any 
chance of Australia enlarging this market, 

Yosano said the new tariff was the result 
of strict calculations agreed under WTO 
rules and there was no room for negotia- 
tion. 

"Well at present I don't think so," he 
said. "And therefore our expert on rice 
should meet your expert on rice and should 
discuss frankly." 


'X:.- 








IRAN BUYS ISRAELI i 
INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT 


Prime Mlalsler Keixe Obuchi 


JERUSALEM — An Israeli firm signed contracts for tJiesi^ 
induscrini material to urdi-fne Iran at an international irado rl 
ill Germany last week, n newspaper heie reported on Sunday 
Ainiion Shohain, managing director of the Israeli comuL 
Gainal, said the deals were signed at the Israeli pavillion atS 
Cologne fair, adding that the Iranians believed Tehran wwild 
soon perniii direct trade vrith the Jewish state. 

ri.imal. a coinpany Imni the Sarid kiWnitz, has agreed to pro 
vide indtcstrinl equipment for ciitiing wood, metal and roclw 
thive large Iranian companies via a third company in Greece. 

A senior Iraniiin olllcial tm Friday mled out relations 
either the United Slates or Israel, s.iylng they did not uphold rtx 
principle of “mutii.il respect” among nations. 

Meanwhile. Israeli Prime Minister Bcnjamfii Netanyahu left for 
Moscow Sunday hoping to convince his Russian counterpan lo 
stop providing nuclear and missile technology to Iran, sswora 
enemy since the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

Netanyahu considers Irnn’s program to develop 
ballistic missiles and non-conventional warheads the tniln 
strategic threat facing Israel -- Agcnce France Presse, 


PAKISTAN GOES 
AGAINST IMF ADVICE 
ON POWER PRICES 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan's troubled power utility WAPDA m 
reported on Sunday to be considering cutting el^irki^ prico 
despite IMF pressure to raise them as part of a rescue package for 
the faltering economy. 

'Instead of going for the much talked about increase, we hsie 
now requested a tariff reduction.' an unnamed senior olllcial 
the Water and Power Development Authority told Tlie News 
paper's Sunday edition. 

The News and Natinn said that WAPDA, wiiicii Is seen asa'blad 
hole' of debt and inefriciency by Western donors, lias scrapp^ 
plans for an 1 1 percent increase and was now seeking authority for 
a 6.5 percent cut. 

There was no immediate conrirnincton of tiro reports, which said 
WAPDA had wiihclrawn a proposal to the National Power 
Regulatory Authority (NEI'RA) to increase tarilfs In favor ofanii. 
NEPRA was set up as an independent, commercial regulator, 

The reports follow a statenient last week by Water and Power 
minister Gohar Ayub Khan that a cut might stimulate demand and 
raise more revenue than an increase agreed with the Inteniaiioral 
Monetary Fund earlier this year. 

If coiinrmed, the tariff reduction would worry Western donors 
who are already concerned about Pakistan’s compliance with IMP 
targets for a bailout package in the wake of sanctions imposed for 
last May’s nuclear tests. 

Donor sources said governments were already concerned that 
Prime Minister Nawaz .Sharif's administration might throw 
economy out ofthe IMF's .strict .spending matrix by launching 
ly schemes to kickstart a depressed economy 
They said that the country's economic performance bard) 
passed an IMF review last month and reported serious coiK^ 
about the government's seeming inability to increase revenue 

lection, another cornerstone ofthe IMF accord. cv 

• There was concern among donors that plans to increa« pa) 
the army, lift a ban on recruitment for the civil service and re^ 

that Sharif was considering launching a job-creadon schefne 

all viewed warily by donors. ■ 

Earlier this year the IMF finally released tranches ofas 
lion loan which had been frozen by anti-nuclear sanctlops 
allowed tl)e government to negotiate rescheduling ofsom? 

S32 billion debt with Paris Club donor states. '' Ijlji 

The disbursement boosted Pakistan’s reserves to 
billion after touching lows of $400 
Import cover, but economists said the IMF terms gave 
leeway and imposed strict spending and col!^ctio*i • 

'It was a keep-you-afioat package, and a lot pf govern^ 
that this was a final chance for Pakistan to. f 
IMF coiiditjonalitjes, something U hM jSignally 
past,' one donor diplomat said. .; - • ••.jv-tMXji:'; 
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7oNDON - Barclays Bank is among British finan- 
riil institutions threatened by multi-million dollar 
Lults from Holocaust survivors and their fami- 
IiM, 1 be[astitutlons are accused of "profiteering" 

from Holocaust victims’ assets. 

Edward Fagan, a key American attorney behind 
|jjty«r‘s historic 1.25 billion dollars settlement 
Swiss banks and Holocaust survivors, is 
preparing to bring the action in the United- States 
against Barclays, the Lloyd’s of London Insurance 
market and “a number of un-nanied British com- 

panies". ^ . r 

This would open a new front in Britain for 

ifwlsh groups seeking compensation For assets 
Kpropriated by the Nazis during the Second 

Fagan is flying to London this week to present 
fresh claims from British Holocaust victims who 
sre trying to recover assets from German and 
,(iistrjan banks. 

Bu! he has told The Observer he has “damning" 
ntw evidence from survivors that could lead to 
rnilikiillllon dollar “class action” claims in the US 
igiinst the British firms. Such mass lawsuits are 
uken on behalf of thousands of individuals. 

One of his main allegations involves Barclays’ 
Viirtlme operations in occupied France. Instead of 
htlping French Jews lo take their money out ofthe 
country, the bank handed it over to the Nazis, it is 
diimed. 

Birdays also face claims from Jewish families 
^ were in Germany and Nazi-occupied coun- 
trin during the war who put their money Into the 
in Britain for pmteccion, but never got it back. 



Fagan will also be pursuing claims against 
Uoyd's on behalf of the family of an American 
Holocaust survivor over the insurer's failure to pay 
out on policies and the “retention of ill-gotten 
gains". This could open the floodgates against 
Lloyd's, which has so far avoided such claims. 

Fagan said: “Wb 'have all tlie evidence. 
Profiteering is what it is. WS're not alleging that 
they were co-conspirators with the Nazis, 
although there will be other, future claims with 
British-based companies for actual profiteering 
from slave labor.” 

He had intended to announce action against the 
financial firms on Wednesday, but was persuaded 
by a last-minute intervention from Lord Janner, 
chairman ofthe UK's Holocaust Education Trust, 
to delay. The trust has been working with the 
Government and British firms to try to resolve 
many issues without going to court. 

Last year, the British government announced it 
would set up a 40m dollars frind to compensate 
victims ofthe Nazis whose assets were confiscated 
by British banks under wartime regulations against 
“trading with the enemy". These rules made no 
distinction between Germans, citizens of Nazi- 
occupied countries and Jews. 

Last April, the Government published 25,000 
names of potential claimants on the Internet, 
although many have died and only 300 are thought 
to have a reasonable chance of retrieving their 
assets. 


Tliisweek the Department ofTrade and Industry 
will issue claim forms for viaiins. 

Fagan said he would hold olT from his US claims 
"for the foreseeable future until we see If the 
Government's procedures and the companies' par- 
ticipation and claims processing satisfy the client^' 
claims". 

Tills meant giving the parties “a few months" to 
settle. 

Janner recognized Fagan's impoitance in win- 
ning restitution for victims overseas using the US 
courts, but feared it might not be appropriate 
against UK companies. 

He offered help from his trust to resolve claims 
from “anyone, anywhere in the world”. 

In 1996, Fagan mounted the first class action 
against the secretive Swiss banks, despite huge 
resistance. He represented Gizolla Weisshaus, who 
lost her family at Auschwitz. Her action was Joined 
by thousands of people from Britain, Germany and 
France who believed their families lost money by 
banking in Switzerland. 

His success led to the historic 1.25bn dollars 
settlement last August. He is now representing | 
thousands of plaintiffs in an 18bn dollars lawsuit 
against Germany's two largest commercial banks, 
Deutsche and Dresdner, which plundered assets 
from concentration camp victims. 

Deutsche Bank helped fund the building of 
Auschwitz, and Dresdner Bank had intimate finan- 
cial links with the SS and profited from gold taken 
from inmates’ teeth. 
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CHINA ATTRACTS INVESTORS 
IN PRIVATE SECTOR 


HONG KONG (R) — China's recent ofil- 
riilendoisement of private enterprise 
is profoundly important, setting the 
suge for deregulation, structural 
dwge and fresh foreign Interest in its 
pottntially huge market, analysts said. 
*We cannot expect sudden interest, 
hit I diink foreign investors will be 
iDore encouraged to acquire Chinese 
fterprlses now because the private 
actor is going to play a greater and 
lituer role,” said Qun Liao, Qiina 
Konomist at Standard Chartered Bank 
h Hong Kong. 

Constitutional amendments adopt- 
Nrlier this month by China's parlia- 
^ describe private enterprise as 
^important component" instead of 
a-^complement" to the socialist 
^omy. They have been welcomed 
Important stamp of approval for 
CWna's reform efforts so far. 

^ move paves die way towards 
linher trade and market liberalization 
will determine the success or foil- 
of its bid to enter the Worid TVade 
^^Ization, Qilna economists In 
Kong said. 

And this greater acceptance of free 
disdpline will make China that 
more attractive to foreign 
providing yet more support 
massive foreign Inflows. 

China received $45 billion in foreign 
vuf '’'''*stment la$t year, the official 
new agency has said, 
that is expected to Tall this year 
to die Aslaq crisis's dampening 


effea on investment sentiment, a per- 
ception of overcapacity in China and 
the growing belief that Chinese invest- 
ments lose more money than they are 
worth. 

But private enterprise has managed 
to explode into a crucially important 
sector within the socialist economy 
and that growth will now accelerate as 
discriminatory legislation is unwound 
and more capital becomes available. 

This will help to accelerate a pro- 
found structural shift vdthln China's 
economy, with private enterprise 
absorbing more capital and workers 
that were previously dianneled into 
stumbling state-owned enterprises. 

China’s non-state sector has more 
than doubled its contribution to 


industrial output to 70 percent over 
the past 10 years while the state sec- 
tor's contribution has dwindled. 

Within the non-state sector, the col- 
lective enterprises made up of both 
state and private investment are 
declining while pure private ente^ 
prise including wholly-owned, for- 
eign funded enterprises is growing 
fast. 

“Foreign investors will react to 
this," said Gilbert Chqy; China econo- 
mist at Dresdner Kleinwoit Benson. 
“China will become much more attrac- 
tive because of this strategic shift.” 

But he stressed that the constitu- 
tional changes cannot be divorced 
from market deregulation, now a hot 
topic as Premier Zhu Rongji prepares 


A:priy«i» 


to discuss terms for China's entry into 
the \Aforld Trade Organization during 
an upcoming visit to the United 
States. 

Unlike some other Asian nations, 
China seems to have accepted that pri- 
vate enterprise and state monopolies 
are mutually exclusive, said Chi Lo 
economist at HSBC Economics. 

“Vietnam has been trying for years 
to liberalize but the leadership keeps 
on putting tlie private sector as the 
last priority in the economy," he said. 

This shift in attitude is encouraging 
in itself for foreign investors, who 
have invested billions of dollars in 
anticipation of an opening up of 
China's massive domestic market, ana 
ly^ said. 

“Wliat we are seeing Is the govern- . 
ment Crying to use private enterprise 
in a more deregulated environment to 
force change within the state sector," 
said Choy. 

"Preiriously, they were copying die 
Korean chaebol model and using .a 
top-down, state-adminjstered ' 

approach ordering corporations 'to* 
merge and restructure." 

Some economists argued . that m6re 
practical, down to earth measures 
would prove a greater Incentive for 
foreign Investment. 

"I would .be much more bujlisH if 
there was a very dear poli^ initiative 
in protealng business; interests," »ld 
Kevin Chan, China ecbnohllst at 
Nomura Internatiohal, ; ' 
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et his mechiinic 
^'ah amazingly hov- 
te nee course with 

tnihusiast agree, it 

!'>9ble to hold the 

'^s uil. But Banajah 

;-JJ the MS's 450 

as he glided 

Lie. 

I . 

'UpiH good driving, 
hnajah used had 
modifications, an 
^v.uh proper racing 


Thuer ItciHojtih thr«>U!Dli in his MS 


shafts, flywheel, clutch niid disks. 

At 25. this is Banajah's 40th speed 
test and he wouldn't have been able 
to afTord it had it not been for Arthur 
Andersen's JOD 15,000 sponsorship. 

Yet bad luck dealt its hand, as 
Banajah's MS got a puncture in the 
second half of the second round and 
subsequently his timing tumiilted. 

“I would have made it to the top if 
it wasn't for the unexpected punc- 
ture on my last half of the second 
round," Banajah claims. 

Like Ihbbaa, Banajah says he thor- 


oughly enjoys participating because 
he gets to do all the things he can't 
do on the street. “I'm basically 
obsessed with cars, a motor sport 
addict." 

"I just do it, because it is my way 
of relieving stress no matter witat the 
results turn out to be, 1 guess I have 
a sporting streak in me," he adds. 

But not everyone was satisfied last 
Friday. Usama Nassar's souped up 
Celica, fitted with a 2.6-litcr twin 
turbo supra engine, was given a 
warning afler his car swerved out of 


control in what appeared to be a 
handhrake aim. 

Nassar claims that the swerve was 
induced by n weak clutcli. "Applying 
it would have meant that 1 might lose 
power from the engine." he says. 

When Nassar encerod the right 
neck in his monster Celica, he expe- 
rienced oversteer due to hard throt- 
ding. Most experienced drivers who 
oversteer usually correct this by 
relieving the throttle and then reap- 
plying it. 


SitT 


in NECTAR 4 




CENWA (AFP) — Ford Motor Co.'s Think zero-emission electric city car is to 
be launched before the end of this year, Ford Europe vice president of prod- 
uct development Richard Parry Jones said. 

The two-seater will be sold first in Scandinavia, but other European mar- 
kets are being cpnsldered. Parry Jones told a media presentation befoie the 
staitqf the International Auto Show. 

: Hie car is to be sold in the U.S. 12 months after the European sales debut, 
he added. 

,|t is not yet clear when this car will be introduced to our local market. 

Ford plans to produce 5,000 Think cars a year using ‘lloiVwolume, flexible 
manufac^ring techniques." . , 

Think «n travel .100 km betiyeen diarges at speeds of up to 90 km per 
hour and Is powered by lightweight nickel cadmium batteries, he said. 

'! r^rd recently acquired a majority interest in PIVCO Industries, which owns 
'Hiink Npidic ASrCreator of the Think car. 


Isn't It very annoying whon your car's engine 
makes vraird noises* Check out Hie possible sources 
of these sounds, and their possible reasons* 

NOISY VALVES 

1. High or low oil level in ci'ankcasc. 

2. Thin or diluted oil. 

3. Low oil pi'essurc. 

4. Dirt in hydraulic lifters. 

5. Bent push rods. 

C. Worn rocker arms and/or shai'ts. 

7. Worn rocker arms. 

8. Worn valve lifters. 

9. Excessive run out of valves or seats. 

10. Excessive valve lash (mechanical lifteis). 

CONNECTING ROD NOISE 


1. InsiilTicient oil in crankcase. 

2. Defective oil pump. 

3. Low oil pressure. 

4. Tliiii or diluted oil. 

5. Excessive connecting rod bearing clearance. 

6. Rod bearing journals out-of- round. 

7. Bent connecting rods. 

8. Dirt behind bearing inserts. • 

MAIN BEARING NOISE 

' t. liisufTicient oil $upply. . , v . ;. 

' 2; Low^ oil pressure.'. 

■ 3.'&cessive eild play of crankshafV. •' ' 7 0 

• ^47Crankshaft-Qpt-0f'rQUndj:..i ’ • ’ . .• i,7! 

.4-'to*5e.(l^^wheel:\iH j-i'-'-L- 
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SHEPHERD'S PIE 



Matos 6 aorvinga 
Nutritional valuo por 
survlngi 
Calorlan MB 
Cholostoreli 43mg 
Fati 3g 
Pibora 5g 
Profolni 25g 
Sodlumi 4S1mg 

Inoredients; 

1 pound lean ground beef 

1 1/2 cups unsalted tomato 
sauce 

2 teaspoons chili powder 
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano 
1 teaspoon beef bouillon 

granules (optional) 

1 package (10 oancts) 
frozen mixed vegetables, 
thawed 

Tonoina; 

1 1/2 pounds baking pota* 
toes ( about 4 medium) 

1/2 cup non-fat sour cream 
or plain nonfat yogurt 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/8 teaspoon ground white 
pepper 

. 1 cup shredded nonfat or 
reduced fat cheddar cheese 


Methasii , 

1. 1b make the topping, 
peel the potatoes and cut 
them into 1-inch pieces. Place 
in a 2-quart pot. barely cover 
with water and bring to boil 
over high heat. Reduce the 
heat to medium, cover and 
cook for 10 minutes, or until 
the potatoes are soft. 

2 . Drain all but 2 table- 
spoons of water from the 
potatoes, reserving the 
drained water. Add the sour 
cream or yogurt, salt and pep- 
per and mash die potatoes 
with a potato masher until 
smooth, if Che potatoes are 
too hard, add a little of the 
reserved cooking liquid. Set 
aside. 

3 . Place the meat in a large, 
deep skillet and cook over 
medium heat, stirring to 
crumble, until the meat is no 
longer pink. Stir in the toma- 
to sauce, chili powder, 
oregano and bouillon gran- 
ules. if desired, and continue 
to cook and stir just until mix- 
ture Is heated through. 

4 . Coat a 2 1/2 quart casse- 
role dish with non stick cook- 




ing spray and spoon the beef 5 . Bake uncovered at 3^ 
mixture into Che dish. Arrange degrees Fahrenheit f<M- 35 

the mixed vegetables in a minutes, or until tire edge; 

layer over the beef mixture. are bubbly and the cheese Is 
Then spread the - melted. Remove ihe 

mashed pota- fmm the 

toes over . ^}i- ^ and let 

the veg- for S 


the veg- 
eta-/ 
bles. /A. 




t for S 
minutes 
k before 
k serv- 
Iking. 




■ VV.. 


• . ' • -V. 




with 

t h e^B 
shred-^i^ 
d e d ' 
cheese. 


ihJ 



SAO PAULO, Brazil (AP) ~ 
Authorities In a southern 
Brazilian state ordered work 
Slopped Friday on a planta- 
tion where chem cal con- 
glomerate Monsanto is grow- 
ing a new genetically altered 
toybean. 

Tlie move comes only days 
after Rio Grande do Sul state 
ordered Monsanto to provide 
environmental impact . state- 
ments for ell the areas where 
they are growing geneticaily 
altered crops. 

“Whoever fails to inform 
the agriculture secretariat 
(about research on genetical- 
ly altered organisms) cannot 
continue to work," said Jose 
Hermeto Hoffman, the state's 
agriculture secretary. 

Monsanto’s director of corpo- 
rate affairs, Rodrigo Almeida, 
said the company would go 
to court in order to continue 
production of the genetically 
modified soybeans. 

In September, the Brazilian 
government approved 

Monsanto's' request to pro- 
duce the genetically modified 
seeds, 'whidi are. designed, to ' 
withstand b' powerful . herbi- 


cide also made by Monsanto. 

Earlier in the week, 
Monsanto withdrew its appli- 
cation to register the seeds 
as Intellectual property claim- 
ing they needed to make 
some corrections to the 
application. 

Hoffman said Monsanto 
was the firat company to have 
operations halted under a 
decree issued on March 3 , 
which requires companies 
working with genetically 
modified organisms to obtain 
a license from tlie state. The 
state will now monitor opera- 
tions at all Monsanto planta- 
tions to ensure that no genet- 
ically altered grains make it 
~ to market. 

With 160 million people, 
Brazil is an important part of 
the Monsanto's plan to engi 
neer the genetic codes of 
crops grown in different 
regions around the world. 

Monsanto srill hopes to 
distribute the seeds pro- 
duced in Brazil for commer- 
. clal planting by mid- 19 ^, for 
.i ' harvest'ln early 2000 


DAYil 
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SOLDIERS SHOOT 
PIGS TO FIGHT 

encephalitis virus 
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Krr PELANDUk, Malaysia 
— Army troops armed 
irh shotguns . fanned out 
icross three villages in 
Milsysla to shoot more chan 
DJ100 pigs in a war against 
vims that has killed at lease 
I people. 

M a deserted primary school 
nrariq^. more than a thousand 
Fthe soldiers and 300 licalth 
eiHrials drafted their plan to 
every pig in the area. 
Southeast Asia's largest hog- 
breeding region, because of 
fears they carry the Japanese 
fBcephalitis virus. 

Httittireds of families have 
'vedy abandoned homes in 
die villages, 100 kilometers 
miles) southeast of Kuala 
tumpur. 

Mice said the few who 
in the prosperous plg- 
Wiring district in Negri 
Stinbllan state have been 
wacuated to enable soldiers 
d police to begin the 
hter. 

than 30 people have' 
^ in the area, with a popu- 
htlon of 1 ] ,000, bringing' the 
'•*fionwide death toll to S3 
last October. Nearly all 
victims, have lived or 
rt*d near hog farms. 

'dusjon over the deadly dis- 
«se mounted after the 
' government 
nmpunceri Friday that a' mys- 
crious new virusi unrelated 
mosquito-bbrne • 
^anese encephalitis, had 
;”^'n discovered. 
Wrecior-Ceiieral of Health 
» Bakap Suleiman said the • 
for Dise^ise Control 


and Prevention in Atlanta 
identified the new virus as 
belonging to the Paramyxo 
family. 

“Very little is known about 
this virus," Abu Bakar was 
quoted as saying. “We do not 
know about the way ir is 
transmitted." 

The New P.iper In Singapore 
reported that a team of four 
CDC investigators was sched- 
uled to leave the United States 
for Malaysia on Saturday. 

"We have been ofncially invit- 
ed by the Malaysian govern- 
iT)ent,”. team spokeswoman 
Barbara Reynolds was quoted 
by the paper as saying. "We 
will .also be trying ro come up 
with solutions to the prob- 
lem." 

Before the discovery of this 
virus, the Health Ministry said 
the deaths liad been caused 
only by Japanese encepjialitis, 
which' is transmitted from 
infected pigs to humans by 
the Culex mosquito. 

Health officials still insist that 
encephalitis Is present in the 
region,, and police have gone 
ahedd with plans to cordon off 
tlie Viliams while the military 
has been divided into 45 
teams Hhat ' will cull around 
36 , 0 p 0 pigs a day. 

The teams will also operate 
traaors, bulldozers and back- 
hoes to bury the carcasses in 
an operation expected to last 
10 days! / : ^ i] 

"The entire' pig population: In: 
.the affbeted areas will be; 
wiped out when the exercise; 
Is. cbmpjeted," , said: Heql^i.' 
Minister (niuajulMerig. 


SMOKING IN PREGNANCY 
LINKED TO ADULT 
MALE VIOLENCE 
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Chicago, (Riictcrs) — Male 
children born to women who 
sniolce during pregnancy run 
a risk of violent and crimin.il 
behavior that lasts well into 
adulthood, perhaps because 
of central nervous system 
damage, a study said. 

Tlie finding was consistent 
with earlier studies that 
(inked parental smoking by 
women not only to lawbreak- 
ing by their ofTspring but to 
impulsive behavior and atten- 
tion deficit problems, 
researchers at Emory 
University in Atlanta said. 

But they said their study, 
bases on a (pok at the arrest 
histories up to age 34 of 4 160 
males born between 1950 
and 1061 in Copenhagen. 
Denmark, was the first to 
show that the Impact lasted 
beyond adolescence into 
adulthood. 

Tlie study said the mecha- 
nism behind the effect might 
be damage done by smoking 
to the central nervous system 
of the foetus. The effect 
uncovered in the study per- 
sists even after accounting for 
such factors as socio-econom- 
ic status, parental psychiatric 
problems, age and the 
father's criminal history. 

While it Is not widespread, 
there is some poverty in 
Denmark, lead researcher 
Patricia Brennan told Reuters. 
But the misbehavior elfect 
was found to be independent 












of how rich or poor the fami- 
lies in the study were, she 
said. 

Tlie study started with 
women who had liccn sur- 
veyed during the final 
trimester of pregnancy abour 
how many cigarettes they 
smoked daily. The arrest 
records of their sons were 
then checked by reviewing 
police records 34 years after 
the women gave birth. 

“Our results support the 
hypothesis that maternal 
smoking during pregnancy is 
related to increased rates of 
crime in adult offspring." said 
the study. 

'This general finding is con- 
sistent with the literature 
linking behavior problems, 
conduct disorder and adoles- 
cent offending to prenatal 
maternal smoking." It added, 
"our study extended tliese 
findings by showing that 
maternal smoking is related 
to persistent offending rather 
than to adolescenr-llmited 
oflending." 

"Compared with males whose 
mothers did not smoke dur- 
ing the third trimester, males 
whose mothers smoked more 
than 20 cigarettes a day dur- 
ing the third trimester were 
1.6 times as likely to be 
arrested for non-violent 
crime, 2.0 times more likely 
to be arrested for violent 
crime, and 1 .8 times as likely 
to be life-course persistent 


ofTendecs,” said the rescardiers. 
Tliey noted "a linear relation- 
ship between percentage of 
violent olTciiders and luiinbcr 
of cigarettes the mother 
smoked." 

About 8 percent of the sons 
of women who smuked no 
cigarettes during their third 
trimester of prcgnniicy were 
later involved in violent 
Clime. Tlie figure for women 
wlio smoked 10 to 20 ciga- 
rettes a dny was about 15 per- 
cent. For women who smoked 
more than 20 cigarettes, it 
was about 17 percent. 

The study said the findings 
were in "strong agreement'' 
with a 1902 study in Finland 
that followed 509 G men for a 
shorter period of time. 

"The fact chat similar results 
were obtaiiwd from indepen- 
dent birth cohorts from two 
differing ethnic national pop- 
utations suggests that these 
findings may be generalized 
to other populations." it said. 
"We theorized that central 
nervous system damage may 
mediate the relationship 
between maternal smoking 
and offending criminal out- 
comes. The next step in this 
research may be.to attempt to 
determine specific effects of 
smoking .on the foetal brain 
and CO determine the agent in 
tobacco smoke that is 

responsible for these 
effects," it concluded. 




G ardening can .do more 
than Just get your 
heart pumping, it. can 
help reduce stress and lower 
blood pressure. In one study, 
surgical ' patients actually 
healed faster If they had a 
toom with 'a^yiew of anything 
green and growing. . . ' 
'In general, gardening is 
used to show patients that 
everything has value and that 


patients can take what they 
have, like a seed and. jnake 
something out ■ of it. 
Nurturing a living th.lng gives 
.them a diATerent kind of satis- 
faction than riding and exeiv 
cising.oiva inachine. 

. Experts believe .that: the 
igarden works its healing 
powers by clearing the head 
and increasing focus allowing 
time to work out .pro, bleips. 





DEAR DR. GOTh I am 7S 
yearn olcL My breast she 
has gene frem a B cup le 
a D cup. Why^ ol oiy age, 
should my breasts 
enhiiveT I odmd my dec- 
toi^ bul he b ittysiHied. I 
lato Synthreld for an 
underodhre thyroid gbiiid 
and weigh 160 pounds. 
Even though rids b the 
most Fvu ever wei^ied, I 
can handle h. 
dear READER: Ibur breasts niqy 
be enlarging because excess fat is 
being deposited in tliem. I sug- 
gest that you lose 15 or 20 
|)oiuids. If this strategy duesn'r 
return your breasts to noimal, get 
a second opinion from a gynecol- 
ogist. 

DEAR DR. GOTIk I <on on 
Synthreld for an undents 
live HiyreM gland. I'd like 
te subsMhile kNp Nr Hib 
drag, because I prefer 
natural remedies to arlHI- 
ckd ones, b rids safer 
DEAR READER: No. it isn't, 
^throid contains diyrokl hor- 
mone, whidi your body needs 
for proper ineraliolisni. Kelp 
contnins iodine, which, 
although part uf a liealtiifiil 
diet, docs not supply die hcM^ 
mone that you lack. Ih use an 
analogy. Syniliroid is jet fuel; 
kelp is tuipeniiiic. Wliich Riel 
do you want to power your 
plane wticn you fly? 

DEAR DR. OOTB My 34- 
yeai^eld daughter has 
been diagno s ed wMi nar- 
celepsyi Vfhot b Ihe beol- 
menl and prognods for 
l emaoi ie wHh flib dber- 
deit 

dear READER: Naroofepsy is a 
hereditary condition marked by 
uncontrallable and unexpected 
attacks of drowsiness or sleep. 
Hie cause is now believed to be 
caused by increased excitability 
ofthe ra(M eye-movement gen- 
erator in die brain, In evetyday 
Englislii one of die brain's deep 
centers. The disorder is chrorac. 
For obvious rea»ns, narcolep^ 
can be quite disabling, lb vic- 
tims m^ nod off at inappropri- 
ate times or even (all asleep 
wlille driving a car. Therefore, 
- dierapy^is inarxlstoiy, The u% 
of amphietamiiies and.iother. 
^[milnntdrvgs is usuaity quite 
effective.. lii. addition, scdf-help 
.1 suppdrtgioupsaaribcvetytt^- 
fui^. Foitunately, with proper 
treatiiient, the . prognosis,; is 
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PATCH MAY SOLVi 
SECURITY PROBLEM 


WASHINGTON (AP) Microsuft Corp. is' 
ofTering two free sol'iware programs on its 
internet site to strip out an idenrirying num- 
ber that could be used to trace the author- 
ship of some electronic documents. 

One program is a small patch to repair the 
problem and prevent the number from being 
planted in such documents. Hie second 
removes the number from existing docu- 
ments. Botli were made available Tliursday. 

Microsoft confirmed earlier this month 
that its latest version of Windows generates 
a unique serial number for each computer. 
Tliat number partly is planted within some 
documents created with its papular collec- 
tion of OfTice 97 business programs, wiiich 
include Word and Excel. 

Those numbers are part of a 32-digit iden- 
tifier created by Windows 98 whenever ais- 
tomers register their software with 
Microsoft. 

Separately, the company also acknowl- 
edged it may have been collecting those ser- 
ial numbers from customers along with 
names and addresses — even when cus- 
tomers explicitly had indicated they did not 
want the numbers disclosed. 

Microsoft denied it ever used the serial 
number together with its customer lists to 
track doaimencs. But privacy groups com- 
plained that It made It technically possible 
for the company to trace documents to a 
specific computer even wlien an author 
wished to remain anonymous. 

Microsoft said the numbers originally 
were used to support a feature never fully 
developed to "link" documenrs on the 
Internet or an Internal computer network. 





«k,w. 






Microsoft also promised to purge any ser- 
ial numbers it may have gathered when cus- 
tomers registered their Windows software. 

The company is falling under some scruti- 
ny over the controversy. 

Jason Catlett ofjunkbusters Corp.. a pri- 
vacy advocate, filed a formal complaint with 
IVusc-E of Palo Alto, Calif., which agrees to 
regulate a company's Internet privacy poli- 
cies In exchange for a seal of approval to 
reassure customers online. 

But Microsoft Is a corporate partner with 
Ihist-E and pays It SIOO.QOO annually, 
putting the organization in the uncomfort- 
able position of being asked to investigate a 
possible privacy violation by one of its 
largest benefactors. 


Bill Gales 


Trust-E said it would decide today 
whether an investigation was warranted. 

In Europe, the Swedtsh Computer 
Inspectorate is considering a request to 
investigate whether Microsoft violated 
tough new privacy laM^ there. 

Tliose laws, now the subject of negoiU- 
cions with the Ui. Commerce Department, 
prohibit the transfer of personal information 
about citizens to any country outside ilie 
European Union unless the citizens cemsem 
to the disclosure. 

MicmsoJVs fret sofiwan is mailable of 
hnp://officeupdatejiiicro5oJi.coa^Articks^ 

vacy.htm 
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Two decades later 


MARS' MYSTERY UNVEILS 


T kvo decades -after the twin 
^Idng orbiters wowed sci- 
entists with Images ofMars' 
jqantuan volcanoes and 
taiyons, a new robotic envoy is 
mdy to lift the veil on the red 
mysterious past. 

Fbllowing a one-year delay, 
HUSA's Mars Global Surveyor 
began mapping the dus^, frozen 
pbnrt this montli witli a camera 
letn enough to detect objects 
diedze of a \tojksw 9 gen beetle, 
hooping fiom pole to pole in 
a 4004d!ometer-hig)i otbit. 
Sunejur also packs an array of 
biaruments that will seardi for 
pdine landing sites for future lan- 
der and explain what turned 
Un* oitce-warm, wateMiarbor- 
ingnrface Into a fngid, bone-dry 
ffdin of shifting dunes. 
k the Jet Propulsion 
Ubofstory (fPL) in Pasadena, 
CifiT, anticipation is running liigh 
anong mission scientists, most of 
wfiom have worked 15 years to 
the orbiter in its lofty perch 
ib»e Mars. 

Ihis mission will tell us more 
il)out Mars than all of the previ- 
^miswns combined, it's been 
i time coming and of course 
w're very eager." said Glenn E. 
tomiingham, deputy director of 
^ Mars Exploration Program at 
ft. 

"This sets the stage for cvery- 
deng diat follows." he added. 
Uundied in November 1996. 
^hrs Global Surveyor reached 
^lam'an orbit in September 1997. 
f**»mor?th 5 after Mars l^lhflnder 
's'dfd on the surface and 
drpIr^Yd a rover, grabbing head- 
worldwide. But to most 
f^nwary sciemlsis. it was the 
of Surveyor — not 
^W'finder — that had been 
awaited. 

Iw a full 687-day Martian year. 
^®'*yor would scan Mars as it 
underneath, keeping 
over its shifting weather 
Wnems and waxing and waning 
^ ops. Tlie one ton orbiter 
'‘WiW snap wide- and narrow- 
photographs For a global 
^aic at least 20 times sharper 
the one produced by'the 
orbiters in the late 1970s. 

, ^kenvvltfle, the non-optical 
^ments would peer down, 
“•elding lighten Mara' Earth-like 
^ ^ collecting infonTiBtion 
|wut its Weak magnetic field and 
distribution oflis surface min- 

^ there was always the 
ICO of stumbling across the 
^>fpected — exrinct hot 
or lingering volcanic hot 

it turned out, Mars wasn't 
up Its secrets so easily^ . 
oirived In a highly 


elliptical orbit that would be 
trimmed to a circular, two-hour 
mapping orbit by skimming it 
across Mars' upper atmosphere 
— a process called air braking. 
But a solar panel began wobbling 
sliortly after air braking began, 
forcing mission controllera to pull 
the spacecraft out of the atmos- 
phere. 

Hicy soon learned the solar 
panel had been damaged during 
its deployment. To reduce die risk 
of the panel shearing off, 
Surveyor would have to be slowly 
eased into its circular orbit, delay- 
ing the start of the mapping mis- 
sion from March 1998 until March 
1999. 

Surveyor scientists were disap- 
pointed but relieved the proto 
hadn't met die same fate of its 
bigger, more expensive predeces- 
sor. 

Tlie SI billion Mars Observer 
was only three days away from 
reaching Mars when it suddenly 
fell silent in August 1993. leaving 
Earth-bound scientists under a 
cloud of gloom. 

Tlie mission, loaded with more 
instnimenrs than Mars Global 
Surveyor, had been tlie most 
ambitious ever sent to Mars. 
Investigators concluded tliat a 
broken fuel line probably sent it 
spinimig into space, "it was a 
emsiung blow to tiiese guys. It 
really was," Cunningham recalled. 
"Some of these people's whole 
careers were based on that mis- 
sion. We had psydiological advis- 
ers come in to help. Everyone had 
been so fired up about the mis- 
sion — it was a big psychological 
blow." 

After that cosdy disaster, NASA 
raced to construct a dieaper fbl- 
low-iip mission. Plans for the 
5250 million Surveyor, made from 
Mara Observer's spare parrs, soon 
emerged. 

Though less sophisticated than 
Mara Observer, Surveyor is 
expected to accomplish most of 
its mission goals. 

Even before mapping began 
March 9, its camera had used the 
long aerobraking mission to snap 
thousands of photographs, some 
taken from as close as 160 kiio- 
metera - 240 kilometers closer 
than the eventual mapping orbit. 

Those images sho>^ exten- 
sive layering in the walls of the 
4,00 kilometer-long \^lles 
Marinerls canyon, Sdendsts 

believe that’s evidence volanoes 
spewed 10 dmes more lava onto 
Mara during its first 3 billion yeara . 
than had been previously 1 
believed.' i, . 

Tliere. were also signs of ^ip- 
dons as recent as 40.reillion yeaik. 

’ ago .and tantalizing photos of t|ie. 
rust-colored planeds meanderit^. 


river valleys and dune fields. 

And when Surveyor passed 
over the spot where Viking I pho- 
tographed a gape-mouthed "Mars 
Face" some earthlings saw as evi- 
dence of a Martian dvilization. its 
superior optics revealed it as 
nothing but a bumpy hill that had 
fallen under the spell of late after- 
noon shadows. 

Now that mapping is under 
way Surveyor's camera is 
unmasking more conjpelling sur- 
face features. 

Hie Viking orbiters snapped 
about 55.000 images, most show- 
ing objects only as small as 50 
meters. But Surveyor can sec 
objects smaller than three meters 
across, said Mldiael Malin. the 
mission's top camera scientist. 

"Wte seeing individual rocks 
the size of cars, somctliing we've 
never seen before. Hie most 
exciting thing is right now we're 
seeing things we can't explain, 
geological landfotms that chal- 
lenge us," said Malin. 

He and his team are comparing 
(he newly acquired images to the 
best set of Viking photos to see 
whether anything lias clianged - a 
landslide, a missing sand dune, or 
a new meteor Impact crater. 

Meanwhile, siirvcyor’s laser 
altimeter is measuring the higlis 
and lows ofMars' polar caps, vol- 
canoes and gorges; its themial 
emission spectrometer is map- 
ping the planet’s surface miner- 
als. Hiat map may sliow shore- 
lines of andent lakes or evidence 
of extincr hot springs where 
Martian life — if it ever existed — 
could liave thrived. 

Or maybe it will answer the 
main question about Mars; wliat 
happened to all the water scien- 
tists believe carved Its gorges and 
valleys. Is it frozen underground, 
or did it evaporate into space? 

"It's absolutely the big mystery 
and it's closely conneaed with 
the question of life. Where did all 
the water go?" said Arden Albee, 
the Surveyor's project sdentist at 
the California Institute of 
Ibchnology in Pasadena, Calif. 

But Surveyor has one final test 
to pass before it can live up to its 
promise. The oibiter's high-gain 
antenna, mounted on the end of a 
6-foot boom, remains in its 
stowed position, awaiting a signal 
from Earth to deploy it, 

Until tlien. Surveyor must col- 
lect data on Its solid state 
recorder and then turn back 
toward. Earth to send that infor- 
rhationback. 

Mission scientists have delayed 
releasing the spring-activated 
boopi because it'^ fitted with the 
.saihe type. of damper - or cush- 
ioning device — diat apparently 
: failed when ^nieyor's solar pan- 


els were deployed. 

Exhaustive tests on system 
replicas at JPL suggest that 
chances the boom might snap off. 


send the deployment commands 
March 29, but are iisuig the first 
three weeks of mapping to pho- 
tograph Mars' most interesting 


liigii-gain antenna and see wliat 
liappens," said Cunninghain. "If 
all goes well. weTI be getting a 
steady stream of data from Mars." 


silencing Surveyoi; are slim, areas 'Justin case. 

Mission controllers intend to "We're going to deploy die TTie Associated PrffSS 
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' Thli If « NASA handout obowlng the "Happy Face Crater" (contor 
right) that was captured in a wide-angle image recorded by Mars 
Blebal Surveyor'e camera on Monday. The feature, which has a 
much more mirthful appearance than the better known but decid- 1 
odiy grim "Face on Mars," Is really the 330-kllometer-wlde Gallo 
Crater on the eastern side of a basin called Argyra Planitia. 

Features within the circular crater term the eyes and smiling 
mouth ^ AP Phote/NASA 

'S IG N S O F Li F I' 


Kimilqr to rairasGiife .b,ad;wa ft 
■; The meteor .^^ntains^v^ 
ilny,lpu.ild to idvbicj'^ctS;! 
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07:00 Market 

Watch cKibc 

07:30 Europe Today 
10:00 Market Watch 
1 5:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17:00 US Market Watch 
19:00 Europe Tonight 
20:00 US Power Lunch 
21:00 US Street Signs 
23:00 US Market. Wrap 
00:00 Europe Tonight(0 
01 :30 NBC Nightly News 
02:00 CNBC Asia Squawk Box 
03:30 US Market Wrap(r) 

04:00 Trading Day 
06:00 US Business Centre 
06:30 Lunch Money 


OOaiPuma: rn national 

linrtniThB • laEOQRAPtUC 
LionOIThe }J CHANNEL . 

Andes 

01:00 Masters Of The Gobi 
01 :30Kyii8huir Crane 
02i)0 Explorer 

Q3£0 Retum Of The Mounts Lion 
0330 Volcano Istand 
04-00 Footsteps 1b The Slqr 
OSKJOThe Living LaboiBloty 
O&X Farnly hlouc Vtbntad Alh^ 
06-i30 wad: Love m The WM 
0700 Otphens In Paracfise 
oa-00 The Grizzles 
0630 Race For The PaRo 
0930 Fins Bombers 
1000 Masters Of The Gobi 
1030 Kyushub Ciana 
11O0 InsectsI Ibar OIThe Bee 
1130lnsecbl Insect Armies 
1200 IntancHs: Descent Irik) Tha 
Ice 

1 300 Family Hour Last Fnog 
13:30 BephWikIstand 
1 400 WH: LemuitsTfala 
1 500 Mojave Adventuee 
1600 Kangeroo CornebecK 
ITOOAtoTTilc Filmmakers 
1800 Wkt LsmurisTale 
1900 Mojave Adventures 
2000 Kangeroo Comeback 
21 00 Atomic FUmmakars 
2200 Inlancfe: Descent Into The 
Ice 


07:00 ■gHHIIW 
News 
11:16 Cult 
11-45 2000 
12:15 Visa 
12:45 No Comment 
13:15 Europeans 
1 3:45 Cinema 
14:15 Visa 
14:45 Style 
15:15 Cult 
15:45 International 
16:16 2000 
.16:45 International 
17:15 Europe^s 
17:45 Cult 
18:15 Globus 
18:45 Style - 
19:15 Cinema 
19:45 International 
20:15 News & Analysis 
22:45 Europeans 
23:00 News & Analysis 
23:46 2000 

00:00 News & Analysis 
00:45 No Comment 
01:00 internadonBl 
02:16 Style 
02:45 Globus 
03:00 End 


01 -.00 Joumal-Wilh 
Inlervlew 
01 :30 Treasures OI The World 
0l:4B Timeline 
02:00 Joumat-Mkl Ole Wbctia 
02:30 ProjeVl Zukunlt>Dae 
ZukunFlsmagazIn 
03:00 JoumBl-Wiih Inlervlew 
03:00 Joumat-Con La Semana 
03:30 Germany Live 
04.00 Journal-Mil Inlervlew 
04:30 Dae Hnda Der Odyssee 
05:00 Joumal-WIlh The Week 
05:30 Arts Unlimited-The Quliural 
Magazine 

06:00 Joumal-Mit Interview 

06:30 Schauplatz Deutecliland 

07:00 Journal-Wllh Interview 

07:30 Treasures Of The Vltorld 

07:45 Tuneline 

08:00 Joumal-MIt Die Woche 

08:30 Projekt Zukunll-Das 

Zukunfismagazln 

09:00 Journat-WUh Top Story 

09:30 Germany Live 

10:00 Joumal-Mlt Tagaathema 

10:30 Daa Ende Der Odyesea 

11 :00 jQutnal-Wllh Top Story 

11:30 Arts Unlimllad-The Cultural 

Magazine 

12:00 Joumal-Mft Tagesthama 
12:30 Schauplatz Deutschland 
1 3:00 Joumal-Wilh Top Story 
1 3:30 Treasures of Tha World 
13:45 Timeline 

14:00 Joumal-Mlt TSgeatfiema 

1 4:30 Projekt Zukunft-Oas 

Zukunfismagazln 

15:00 JoumaVWith 1bp Story 

15:30 Qeimany Live Warner 

16.-00 Journal-Mil Tagesihema 

16:30 Nahaulnahme 

17:00 Journal-VWh Tbp Story 

17:30 Arts Unlimited-The Cultural 

Magazine 

IftOO JoumaLMli Tageethema 
18:30 Deutachland Hauta 
19:00 Joumal-WIth Tbp Story 
1 9:30 Tha End Of Tha Odyssey 
20:00 Journal-MK Tagaathema 
20:30 Polhik Akiuell-Des 
Politllanagazin 

21:00 Jaurnal-VUIlh Top Story 
21 :3Q Ganmany Today 
22:00 Joumat-MIt Tagesihema/ 
Joumel-Con Tama Dal Die 
22:30 Nahaulnahme 
23:00 Joumel-WIth Top Story 
23:30 Tomorrow Today-Millennium 
Magazine 

00:00 Joumal-MH Tagaathema 
00:30 Deutschland Hauls 




07:00 Journal 
TVS 

07:16 Gourmandlaes 
07:30 Telematin 
09:00 TVS Minutes et meteo 
09:06 Journal de Radio- 
Can^ 

09:30 4 et Demi 
10:00 TVS Minutes 
10:05 Polemiquea 
11:00 TVS Minutes 
11:05 Reflets 
12:00 TVS Minutes 
12:05 Zig Zag Cate 
12:30 Gourmandlses 
13:00 TVS Minutes 
13:05 Vblla Paris 
1 3:30 Journal de Franca 3 
14:00 Special Cinema 
16:00jjoumal International 
TVS 

16:15 Cource DasUnaiion 
Monde 

17:15 Pyramide 
17:45 Bus et Compagnle 
16:30 TVS Minutes 
18:35 Jeu 

19:00 Questions Pour un 
Champion 
19:30 Journal TVS 
20:00 Volla Paris 
20:27 Un LIvre Un Jour 
20:30 Journal de La RTBF 
21:00 Envoys Special 
23:00 Journal de France 
Television 
23:30 Kloeque 
00:16 MIse au Point 
01:15 French Focus 
01:25 Meteo Internationale 
01:30 Journal de France 3 
02:00 Journal tie la RTBF. 
02:30 Faxcullure 
03:30 Polemiques 
04:16 Claire Lamaeohe 


09:30 Motocross 

10:00 Short Track 

Speed Skating 

1 1 -.00 CtDss-Countfy SWIng 

12:30 Cart 

14:00 Speed Skiing 

14:30 Ski Jumping 

15:30 Cross-Country Skiing 

16:30 Tennis 

18:00 LIVE Tennis: WTA 

Tournament 

In Key Biscane, USA 

19:30 Sleddog 

20:00 LIVE Figure Skating: 

World 

Championships In Helsinki, 

Finland 

23.-00 Tennis 

00:00 Football 

01:30 Rally 

02:00 Motocross 

02:30 Close 


bIbIc 


WORLD 


02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Living: Top Gear 
03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today/USA Direct 
04:00 BBC World News I 
04:30 Asia TbdayAJSA Direct 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Asia Todey/USA Direct 
06:00 BBC World News : 
06:30 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC World News 
07:30 World Focus 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Uving: Earth 
Report 

09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard Talk 
10:00 BBC World News 
10:30 Correspondent 
11:00 BBC World News 
11:30 Hard Talk 
12:00 BBC World Newe 
12:30 World Living: Top Gear 
13:00 The World Today 
14:00 The World Today 
14:30 Wild World 
15:00 BBC World News 
15:1SWorld Business Report 
15:30 The World Today 
16:30 World Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:30 Hard Talk 
18:00 BBC World News 
18:30 Stytel 
10:00 BBC World News 
10:30 World Living: Earth 
Report 

20:00 The World Today 
21 :00 The World Today 
21:30 Hard Talk 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:30 World Focus 


08:25 Daddy Dearesi 
08:50 The Charmings 
09:05 Silver Spoons 
06:40 Houston Knights 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One Life To Live 
11:45 General Hospllel 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Port Charles 
13:40 Designing Women 
14:15 I Married Dora 
14:40 Daddy Dearest 
15:05 TtiB Charmings 
15:30 Silver Spoons 
15:55 Houston Knights 
16:45 Family Mallets 
17:10 Minor Adjustments 
17:35 Slap By Step 
16:00 From The Earth To The 
Moon 

19:00 1705 Moesha 
19:30 The Nanny 
20:00 Buddy Faro 
21:00 Michael Hayes 
22:00 Naked Truth 
22:30 Spin City 

23:00 The New Adventures Robin 
Hood 

00:00 The Cloeer 
00:26 Newsradio 
00:50 Charmed 


DiHcouery 


04:00 When A Man 
LoveeAWomarr 

06:00 Young Einstein HAilljlllM 
00:00 Arthur II 

10:00 All Dogs Go To Heaven 
12:00 City Hell 
14:00 Under Siege 
16:00 Power 
18:00 DOA 
20.-00 Crieecroee 
22:00 Deed Ringers 
100:00 Surviving Picasso 
lo2:Oa Dead Ringers 


rr mm 

04:00 The 

1 999 Academy Awards Live 
07:00 El Special Post-Show 
Academy Awards ,1999 
tOKIO The Roseanne Show 
11:00 Sunshine Cuisine 
11 ;30 Cooking Secrets 01 The 
CIA 

12:00 El News Dally 
12:30 El FYE 
13:00 Sally Jessy Raphael 
14:00 E( Behind The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 
15:00 Travel Update 
16:30 Model Mania 
16:30 VIdeolashlon 
17:00 The Roaeanne Show 
18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel Of Fortune 
19:00 Hollywood Squares 
19:30 Judge Judy 
20:00 The Academy Awards 
1999 Ceremony(0 
00:00 El Post-Show 
01:00 Sally Jessy Rapheel(r) 



02*00 New 
Detective. The Uli^UUOl 

03.00 Century 01 
Discovartes 

04:00 Discovery Profile Series 
05:00 Go For III 
06:00 Uehuaia 

07.00 the New Explorers II 
06:00 Travelers 

09:00 Lonely Planet II 
10:00 Inntlmaie Escapes 
10:30 Innilmale Escepes 
11:00 Eyewtlnaas 
11:20 Splat 
12:00 Go For fll 
13:00 The New Explorers II 
14:00 Travelers 
15:00 Inntimale Escopes 
15:30 Innilmale Escapes 
16:00 Ushuaia 
17:00 Lonely Planet II 
16:00 The Shark Fllae 
19:00 The Utlnruite Guide 
20:00 Lost Civlllzallona 
21:00 Trauma 
21:30 Trauma 

22:00 Discovery Prolllea Series 
23:00 Go For III 
00:00 Lonely Planet III 
01:00 The Uliimela Guide 




04:00 The Secret 

World Of Alex Mack 

04:30 Mowgii 

05:00 Mighty Max 

05:30 Rocko's Modern Ufa 

06:00 Real Monsters 

06:30 Doug 

07:00 Arthur 

07:30 Wimzie'8 House 

08:00 Blues Clues 

08:30 The Busy World 01 

Richard Scarry 

09:00 Mr Men 

09:05 Mr Men 

09:10 Mr Men 

09:15 Magic Mountain 

09:30 The DIgswell Dog Show 

09:45 Uttle Hippo 

10:00 Arthur 

10:30 Hey Arnold 

11:00 Caldog 

11:30 Rugrats 

12:00 Kenan & Kel 

12:30 The Secret World Of 

Alex Mock 

13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko's Modem Life 
14:00 Reel Monsters 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
16:00 Rugrats 
15:30 Caldog 
16:00 Kenan & Kel 
16:30 MowglF 


03:00 The Mirror Hae 
Two Faces 
05:00 Bite The Bullet 
07:30 Shake. Rattle And Rackl 
09:00 A Vow To Kill 
10:30 The Karate KM 
12:30 lb Gillian On Her 37th 
lay 

14:00 Away Hotrie 
16:00 Jungle Boy 
18:00 I'll Do Anything 
20:00 New: Ten Years Later 
122:00 Doni Be A Menace Tb . 
South Central While DrtnMng < 
Your Juice In The Hood. 

^:3Q Higher Learning 
01 1$0 Stolen Heart 


02.00 Star liek-Ihe Next . - 
Generaliot) 

03:00 Silk Stalkinga W 

04.00 Powerboat & ^ 

Jelepofi 

World 1998 aeiies 
04.30 Pacilic Buie 
05:30 Acapulco Hast 
06:30 TV Movie 
08:30 Inside Edition 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 Early Edition 
11K)0ReaiTV 
11 :30 Acapulco Heal 
12:30 Inside Edition 
tS'OO The Commlih 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
15:00 Baywatch 
16-00 Star Trek-The Next 
Oenerailwi 
17:00 Early Edition 
18:00 Real TV 

18:30 Premier League Highlights 
19:30 Pensscola 
28-30 PSI Factor 
21:30 The PremiBr Melch 
23:30 Inside EdlUon 
00:00 Silk Stalking 
01:00 Acapulco Heat 
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MONDAY. MARCH 22,1999 slee 

^ Stella Wilder nitt] 

B om today, you arc a lilghly ore- Invc 

stive individual, albeit quite indi 
Linusual and peritaps even con- “tak 
travenial. Altliough you are destined like! 
to be something of a “star" in your but 

lifetime, die fact is tliat you are far C 
more down-to-earth (hail your fans "bre 
might suspect Indeed, you am Itappi- quk 
est wlien you are able to roll up your dim 


ENTERTAINMENT 23 


!*>■ 

ro 

Yo 


sleeves and get right down to the" 
nittygritty, for you strive to be tnjiy 
involved. There are times when other 
individuals don't know quite how to 
“take" you, but will) time, eveiyone is 
iikely to learn to take you seriously, 
but ii^itlyas welll 
Once you enje^ your first big 
"break," you are (ik^ to proceed 
quiddy to the top of die iieap, and the 
dimb for you may prove simple and 


quick. It is not that you are la^, but on 
the contrary you are one of the hard- 
est worldng Aries natives. Vbu're just 
inoedib^Iuckyl 

Also bom on this date are; Knri 
Malden, actor; Marcel Marceaii, 
mime; Stephen Sondheim, composer- 
iyridsh Rit Robertson, evangelist; 
Andrew Lloyd Webec composer; Bob 
Costas, spoitscaster 


Sun 2nd degree Aries 

Moon 6ih degree Gemini 

>l^fi|Mercury..,..27th degree Pisces, retrograde 
Venus....... Sch degree Taurus 

Mars I3ih degree Scorpio, retrograde 

Jupiter..... 9th degree Aries 

Saturn 3rd degree Taurus 

[K.| Uranus 16th degree Aquarius 

Tj Nepuine 4t(i degree Aquarius 

1^4 Pluto t Ith degree Sagittarius, retrograde 

Lunar Node, .22nd degree Leo, retrograde 




00 Soul - . , . 
Vibration 

04:00 VH1 Lala Shill 
08:00 Power BraaldasI 
10:00 Pop-Up Video 
11:00 VH1 Upbeat 
14:00 Ten 01 The Beal: Jimmy 
Nsll 

15:00 Graatasi HltsokFLEJA 
15:16 Pop-Up Video 
16:00 Jukebox 
19:00 Five d Five 
19:18 Pop-Up Video 
20:00 Happy Hour Wllh Toyah 
Wilcox 

2t:00 VHf Hits 
22:00 Album Chart Show 
23:00 Bob Mill's BIq 80's 
00:00 Paul Weller UhoA 
01:00 Pop-Up Video 
01:18 Talk Music 


12:00 Homs Video wu« 

16:30 Maple Town M 

17:00 Super Boy 
18:00 Bull Pen 
118:30 Blosaom 
20:30 Telefun 
21:30 Kick Off 
23:30 Moon LlflhUng 
00:30 Unhapt^lyE’^f^ 
01:00 LaufiaHIU 



r H 

0 R 

0 s 

COPES r 


Tivy.!iRys 


CiAMGKK LEO 

V8TSGO 


(Apill ly 20); 

(May 21 -Jims P.i): 

(.lurtC ?2-duly aa): (July , 

(Aug. 

bB'hard 
to bthr 

are 

th^l^elhfng 
1)1^ Is In ihe making. 

Y6u may have to wait 
around for a while today 
before racelvlno Infor- 
mation which will allow 
you.to get “on; the road" 
once agplp. Be patlerit. 

A problem is likely to 
qrl^.'early In thie day 
! which gives you a \ 

■ unique perspective. |h 
facf,'.ii:conia|ns.lt8 
sojutlOn. Get to;wo^ 
v,'.;.:;quloklyh 

f^bcue on the central ' A roniantic adventure 
Issue ethand;tbdBy. Don't may be lii;the offing fpc 
allbw those around yoii lb yoii, |f not today, then - 
distract from some* verv soon Aou'll want to 
thing that ybu know Is play cerefully tb ensure 
pivotally important. that things are ‘'perfeot.'' 

Someone may. be get- 
ting "vvlse";lp yoiir 
shortcuts lately. 9 ;nd il'a 
' Important that you get 
back bn track and do 
things In a hiore leglll-; 

, • mate fashlbh. *' 

LIBFSA 


SAQBTmRIOS 



(Sept. 2^ct. 23): 

(Oct. 24-NOV.2I) 

(Noy.ili2-Dyj.Kl); 

(Hec. 2 a-Jnii 19): 20-l-ca t-'J): 

(Fob. i;i Murc'ii?-0); 

YburBbllJly:tQ.get.work 
dohe'aiairapld papa 
can Purely come' Inv 
lian^ today, .as there 
are rnany reaponBlbjli- 
tlas^iifhavetb 
' eddress. ' 

You'll be on the sidelines 
throughout most of the 
day. but your participa- 
tion is sure fo' maks the 
difference, to others 
betweeri success and 
failure. 

Resist the temptation 
today to do those very 
things you've been 
warneci against in the 
recOnt past. You don't 
want to disappoint your- 
selfl 

You'll enjoy the opporfu- You can share your tal- 
nities that come to you ents with tliose who will 
today, but you're going appreciate all that you 
to have to carefully have to offer, but take 

choose which one lo care you don't become 

ekplore first. too aggressive. 

1 

You mustn't lose touch 
with those who have 
been a part of your life 
in recenl times. If a . ^ 

change Is required, do 
your best to maintain . 
contact. 


HILLARY AND DAUGHTER FOSTER 
U.5-ARAB TIES ON NORTH AFRICA 

WASHINGTON |AP) — Hillnry Kndlum Clintin) uml her diUighiei. Chelsed, 
set off il>» vvveki'mJ on <ui NiglHs" loir of tame) rides across 

Saliaraii dimes and visits tu ihe woi'ulers of North Al'rkn - bntli auLieni niiil 
niixlem. 

However, ilic planned de|ximire from Aiulrcws Air Porcu Rase in .Mibur- 
ban Maryland Wtis delayed an ik.)ur beciinse ific Air Rircc Qijeing 707 jet- 
liner cai-ryiiig the piesidcm's wife and daugliter, stall' aides and journalists 
was found to be overweighT wiilt cargo and luggage. 

Tlien as the plane raced down the mirway for lakeolT flames shot out 
the tear of the oiitboaid engine of die left wing. Ttie jetliner skidded to a 
stop and taxied back lo the temiuial, wlierc a dozen Air Force personnel 
scrambled to repair what a crew member described a minor engine com- 
pressor problem. 

It was unclear immediately how long the repairs would take before the 
fliglit could get underway. 


ACTRISS AND COVER OIRk BLIZABITH HUOLBY 

CAN BRB NBRSliiP IN ANOTHIR CARBIR 

• 1 

NEW YORK (AT) — .“! think it would be quite nice to be an assassin - some 
land of government agent," Hurley says in die March 26-28 USA Weekend 
magazine. “That would be lieaven. fd love it Ybu go ofTspying with e laige 
AK47. 1 alw^ wanted to do it, but I was never recruited.* 

The 33-yeaiM3ld actress, whose boyfriend is Hu^ Grant, co-stars in die 
upcoming film “Ed. IV" BaA credits include. “Au^ Powers; Intematipnal 
^nofMysteiy," 'My Ibvorite Martian” and “i^enger 57”. ' 

Hie beauty who also acts as spokesmodel for Estee Lauder, b ii^. Cp 
seqing her picture.in print,, but tries not to let all die exposure.gb to h^ 
head. . ■ ' ’ ■ - ' . 

“if il^s a new ed. IH han« a good kiokr die I don|t dv^ oh ihy 

pages, it would be ernbamis^ig if someone imik^ past me' and I was 
. studying rpy own idcture. And I don't bivhiBgazlnes if iW oi>die cowii Do ; 
ytniknowhow.weirddiatvvould be for the cashier? - , 

“111 lode at it out of the con^ of niy e^i dien somy ^ahd ^isoih^, : 
oiietbbuylti^.me" . ; ' ^ I..;'''. y.' ' 

I.-. : i..''' .. 'I .a* ‘ 
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24 ENTERTAINMENT 






ACROSS 

1 One who 
does 
tedious 
work 

7 Curtains 

13 Beat In a 
race 

14 Extreme 


15 Rising 
trend 

16 SpirHuallats' 
meeting 

17 Blahop^s 

C rovlnoe 
aet mo. 

20 Charged 

E article 
I mistaken 
23 Sundial 
numeral 
24 Dynamic 
lead-in 
25 Onetime 
Ruaelan 
ruler 

27 Abhor 
29 The — 
Squad" 

31 Oven prefix 
32 Kin of 
mono- 

33 32 Across 
times 

I three 
34 Dull 
37 Poet 


Ogden — 

40 “The Clan 
of the Cave 
Bear” 
author 

41 Wine barrel 

43 Title role 

45 'SOs White 
House 
Initials 

46 Workers 
assn. 

47 0pp. of 


King's 

Met?' 

51 Expand, as 
pupils 

64 Irka 

65 Coating on 
teeth 

56 Despot 

57 Knowledge- 
able 


1 Extinguish 

2 Newspaper 
magnate 
Murdoch 

3 Speaks 

4 Actress 
Joanne 

5 Long-nosed 
fish 

6 Feeling of 
boredom 


QISSBESS QK3HQC] 
QII 1 BI 3 BH BH 0 U 0 B 
□aQai30 QSiaiiliD 
000 HHCi „ 

0U00 0UQ 
EQiaa U00EH0B 

0000000 uaaa 

1300 D000 0000 
CJ00 lLiU000 [^01i 
[Zi00 UiW 
000IS00 I100[Z]00 
0[!^0000 0DDn00 
B!3B00 UHBGJ130 


7 Most In 
need ol 
sweeping 

8 Mapabbr. 

9 Doctors' 
org. 

10 Small 
horses 

11 Attendant 

12 Obsoles- 
cent 

secretary 
19 Jar cover 
22 Mark 
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34 Actor — 
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points 

44 Resided 

49 Dam- 
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mother 
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Dii>lliSSION iFllil.OWi BALLOON 
CIRCUIVINAVIOATION 


LONDON — It Is over. Bertrand Piccard and 
Brian Jones have circumnavigated the world 
by balloon non-stop, and a depression being 
fell among the world's professional adven- 
turers will grow even harder to shake oft^ 
Every explorer with a book to sell has been 
asked the same question; Wliat's left? Wliac 
are you going to do next? 

Tlie problem is not a lack of challenges. 
Tliere arc thousands of undimbed mountains 
in the Himalayas, vast networks of caves, 
trackless deserts and impenetrable jungles. 

Wliat is lacking is anything that the public 
will admire - and to professional adventurers, 
the public is everything. It is one thing to go 
somewhere exotic on holiday, quite another 
CO make a living from it. 

Tlie problem in Britain is that consumers 
associate adventuring with Empire. Images 
of Captain Scott scratching out his last diary 
entry a few miles from safety after his epic 
journey to the South Pole, or Edmund Hillary 
telling team mates that he had “knocked the 
bastard olT' after conquering Everest domi- 
nate the national consciousness. Tlie activi- 
ties are less important than the sense tliat 
the nation is somehow aggrandised by them. 
That's not an attitude that will wash in Tony 
Blair's Britain. 

Piccard was speciilc about his motivation. 
"People need dreams." he said after an earli- 
er unsuccessful attempt. "TItey need adven- 
ture. We need dreams that c^rry us forward." 

How sitting in a balloon for weeks carries 
the human race forward is not clear, but 
Piccanl had a lot to live up to. His grandfa- 
ther. Atiguste. invented the pressurised cabin 
and was the first man to reach the stratos- 
phere. His father. Jacques, piloted the Trieste, 
which reached the deepest point below sea 
level in the Marianas trench. Bertrand had n 
.family tradition to keep up. Luckily,- he has 
three daughters who will now presumably 
become the first women to repeat these 
feats. Tie Guinness Book of Records will 
need to publish n special Piccarel supple 
ment. 

Don Cameron, who built the balloon that 
carried Piccard round the world, is sanguine 
about the loss of the ballooning world's 
Everest.'lt's never going to be the same 
again," he said as Piccard and Jones drifted 
towards glory. “Wie'll sit back and congratu- 
late ourselves for a while and then think 
about the fiiture." 



Cameron, who is the British representative 
on the International Balloon Commission, is 
contemplating a rouiul-tlie-world race. 
Several balloonists who had heen cmuuing 
on Piccard failing are all kitted mil with no 
recoixl to go for. Ccimomii's idea is that they 
will start at the same place and race each 
other. Wlioever gets the furtliest will win. 

Cameron does not believe that the public 
is fed up with the hot-air crusaders who buy 
his balloons. "People watch motor-racing 
year in and year out." he says. "Why not bal- 
looning?" 

Tlie idea of an acnmautical Micliael 
Scluimacher roaring Into the sky at the con- 
trols of a hot-air balloon is unlikely to make 
it off the graveyaixl shift on the smallest 
cablesports channel, but tliere is no doubting 
the public’s fascination with people wlio 
have eschewed the current passion for 
Nintendo and cyberspace for a shot of good 
old-fashioned reality. 

Ironically, it is the digital revolution that 
has given adventure a late tweiuieth-ceiuury 
boost, allowing couch potatoes to track their 
heroes on the Internet or follow news feeds 
direct from the base camp or steamy jungle 
of choice. Mobile phone calls are made and 
received on the slopes of Everest, global 
positiouing systems tell explorers exactly 
where they are. and the National Geographic 
Channel will narrate the action. It's not sui - 
prising that today’s ci-op of steely-eyed 
action men have a wlilft’ of the ersatz, ahoui 
them. 

Tie inacsim of tliis new conimuiiuailous 
revolution is David Heuiplemaii-Adams. who 
last week abandoned his latest adventure iti 
the Aircic, faiihfiilly reported by tlio BBC as 
though it were conscqueiitial. Heiuplemaii- 
Adams made a foriunc from glue, then used 
his millions to stick together old challenges 
to make a big new one which he sold lo 
national newspapers and the BBC. Ihe 
“adventurer's grand slam", as he called it. 
involved climbing ilie highest mouiirain on 
each of the seven continents and reaching all 
the geographic and magnetic poles, north 
and soutli. 

Tie Royal Geographiat! Society (RGS) 
would rather see more scientific exploraiioii. 
“Tie first guys like limest Sliacklcton were 


expanding our knowledge, and there's i ’ 
thread there miming tliroughout exploratkui 
tliat we’d like to revalue," says ETioi 
Robertson of the RGS. "There are things • like ' 
the ballooning ■ that capture the publicknag. ‘ 
inatiun which are readily accessible. Wve ' 
nothing at all against achievements like that, 
Inii we would like to see greater emphasis on 
scientific exploration." Robertson dies the 
RGS Shoals of Capricorn environmental prfr 
ject in the Indian Ocean. 

A more scientific angle would certainly 
reduce the pressure on explorers to tliinkup 
now cli,illciiges now that most of the obvious 
ones arc gone. 

Everest has been climbed men without 
oxygen, women without oxygen, old ^le^ 
one-legged men and boys of 17. The 
American niouiitainecr Ed Viestnrs even looii 
nil his clothes olf and streaked across the 
South Col at 26.000ft. Presumably he suf- 
fered 110 frostbite - he recently became a 
father - but it can't be long until someone hu 
cl go at the wliole thing naked. And ^ rttere 
seems to be no lessening of interest In llh' 
mouiilaiii. 

While Sir Oiris Bonington struggled t? 
drum up media interest in his latest expedi' 
lion to a remote and largely unexplored cw- 
nor of Tilx't. .1 comparative unknown from 
noriheasieni England Stevie Haston.has^* 

su.ided the BBC lo cover his mtempuociirnb 

Everest l«r tlie second time, becoming itw 
first Brium to reach the summit from bdti 
north JHul siHith - a fahly meaningless record 
«m a mountain tlwit lias seen over a ihousind 
ascfiits. I liLSlon. a legend only » the cliiub' 
ing world, hopes to raise his profile and so 
incieasf his sponsorship value 1^ im- 
iioardiug down ilw mountain, 

“Tliere are lots of fasdnaiing plaas shai 
people go to. but they don't get coverage 
because their name IsiiT easily recognised, 
|l„imigton says. -Hie media is nol comfcrl- 

.thle with the unknown.” 

instead we will liave to get used to 
the Americans call “microdistinction 
iucreasiugly small improvements on iM 
siiiiie okl records. . 

IVi haps only wlwi il» 

|,„BO-slioksli|i livcrea waring on^a W 

tat will ita niotta nnally gat imml «> W 
lea! story. — . 




WASHINGTON (PRNewswirc) — Filmmaker 
James Bedford, a liver transplant recipient 
who now makes films about organ and tis- 
sue donation will be honored by the nearly 
one-million member American Legion 
Auxiliary with its prestigious Public Spirit 
Award. The Auxiliary will present the award 
on March 22 during a special luncheon as a 
part of the 18th annual Awareness 
Assembly at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol 
Hill. 

Due to this project scliedule, Bedford 
cannot attend but his mother, Lola \^n 
VS^enen will accept the award on his 
behalf. Vbn Wagenen Is the President and 
co-founder of Clio Inc., Visualizing History, 
a miiitimedia firm. Bedford is also the son 
of actor/director Robert Bedford. 


Tie 3fvycar-okl Rcdfnixl is being hon- 
ored for his dedication to organ and tissue 
donation awareness. He is the founder of 
the James Bedford Institute and has com- 
pleted several films and educational 
resources on the issue. His films include 
"From One to Another," "The Kindness of 
Strangers," and most recently. “Flow." 
aimed at a teenage audience. Sixty thou- 
sand' Americans await a life-saving organ 
transplantation. Auxiliary National 
President Virginia Hobbs has made organ 
and tissue donation awareness a key pro- 
gram for her administration. 

This year's Awareness Assembly also will 
include speakers on Veterans programs and 
housing, Americans with disabilities, 
Census 2000. the WoHd.\Mr II Memoriah 
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Join members of The Amer “ ^ ^ 
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HOOP! THERE IT IS. 

I Women began 

j wearing hoop 

I skirts in the 

j 1730s in France. 

I The skirts were 
I up to eight feet 
\ across! 
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SEX PISTOLS FILM SET TO 
INFLAME BITTER FEUD 


LONDON A new film about the Sex Pistols is 
set to inflame one of the bitterest feuds in rock 'n' 
roll history 

In direcror JuHen Ibmple's The filth and die 
Pury, former Pistols from man John iydon (alias 
Johni^ Rotten) retiaces his falling-out with the 
band's Ibmier manager, Malcolm McLaren. In 
tears, lydon comes as dose as he ever has to 
bfanung McLaren for tlie death of bassist Sfd 
Vicious. 

Wjous - bom John Beverley • died of a heroin 
overdose in February 1979 in New \brk, as lie 
faced charges of l^ing his girifriend. Nancy 
Spungen. 

Lydon argues diat Vicious would often go out 
with McLaren, clean of drugs, only to return hav- 
ing obvious^ injected himself. 

Protectirig Vidous, he s^ did riot square vsfth 
the rebel role McLaren had assigned to \^dous. 
“Sid used to be a mild, inolfenave guy" lydon 
said. 

Mdaren, who saw himself as die band's 
quotable puppet master - ‘1 diou^ it must be 
better to a success out of a group that 
could not plt^ dian one that could" ■ has been 
trading in^ts with Lydon in the 20 years ance 
the band dissolved anud legal acrimoriy. 

Cynidsm became the McLaren signature, "it 
was a nuisance,'' he said of Vidous's deadi. "VUe 
had plans for him. He was gofog to play La 
Vegas." 

In the film • whose dtle is taken from a tablmd 
headline about die band - lydon becomes visibly 
angry when descriUng the death of die friend he 
had loiown since childhood in Uindcm's Finsbury 

“1 realised the footage was spedal when we 
saw John crying," says Niven Howie, who is edit- 


THE OBSERUER 


ing die film. 

Hoiw, who received a Bnfta nomination for 
editing Lock, Stock iind 1wo Smoking Barrels, 
said: "Ifthe Sex Pistols is one ofllic great rock sto- 
ries of all time, wc diliik we've got the definitive 
tale." 

Asked about the content, lie said cryptically: 
“People get iiervoirs. Wb dont want to friglitcn 
ar^ody." 

The Observer attended a scnzeniitg anariged 

Tbniple at the BBC's Channel 4. wliidi is back- 
ing the film and hopes to put It on general release 
later diis year. An executive, told we had seen it, 
said: “\bti understand our reserve then. Ifs all 
pret^ hot stuff?' 

The documentary footage - as compelling as 
Howie's trumpeting suggests - fndudes an exten- 
sive, ptevioudy unseen interview with Vidous 
Just before his death, and unseen concert perfo^ 
manoes to delight the rock archivists. 

The nanative tracks the rise and fall of the 
band, dimming in lydon's tearful reminiscences. 

It is. as Hovae says, die reverse of The Great 
Rock ti* Roil Swind^, Tbmple's first stab at dte Sex 
Pistols story TIfis was the 1980 film wliich cast 
McLaren as die band's Siwigall. 

Ibmple, unable ro exert sufficient control on 
that project, has long wanted to put the record 
strai^L "Julien and I got togetherwhen the band 
le-foimed for their 1996 reunion," Howe. 
'And we couldn't believe this foaCage, lying 
around for 20 years." 

Thou^ Ly^n promoted a reunion of the 
band's survivors in 1996 with his usual charm - “It 


wasn't .1 comeback tour, it was a' ibmer 
tour"- he and his colleagues are redamed toh»e 
eanKd pounds 3 million {5 million doHan) eadi 
axl became bonwgrin stare in Ameria 
But business has nothing to do iwth Tbe Rih 
And Tile Fury according to lydon. He desoiba i 
as tlic band's diaiice to set the record stn^ 
"it was not an intellecoial movement ud» 
traiud by Malcolm McLaren. Vk didn't set out to 
be seen as sotne great, culturally significant fera, 
If we had an akt!. it was to fow our cMn wk> 
ing<lass opiniotu into die mainstream, wlw)i 
was unheard of in pop at die dme." 

Tliat's as be. But edebraing the hsitBse 
has financial implications, in die foe Hstok 
are managed by Jersey Records, an offfooot of 
Jersey Films, owned 1^ Hdlywood star Dny 
DeVito. Tliis should ease the film's passage In the 
States. 

But wdiat of Mdaren? As he moved fiom pro- 
moting one lialf-successiul act n foe next ow 
die past two decades - the latest was last yeafs 
remix ofhis 1982 hiphop hit "Buffalo CdsT-hr 
has been all too hapi^ to go along with the 
Svengaii act. 

He did not return The Observer's at, but 
chose dose to hirn say rhe fihTi might be too dae 
to the bone. "He's enjoyed die banter withjohn,' 
says one. "But this is different" 

The Sid Vidous ^isode? 

"No, the history The Sex Ptstols are now rad 
hall of fome. It's like dw Beades and EMs. M 

Malcolm, whatever he says, wanes to be foe kq! 
part ofdits story Ifdie ba^ redarm he'suipai 
out of history" 

This, rather than die dieoties about Vkxiu's 
death, inig^t prove to be Mdaren's real conren 
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LE HAVRE — Normandy's capridous grey U^t, 
wbld) insfdred the Imprcskmist and post- 
impressionist painters, bounces off die sea at the 
entrance to die docks of Le Havre, flooding the 
interior walls of die port^s giass^fionted fine tuts 
museum overlooking a rodty beach. 

Ferry passengers arriving fiom ffortsmouth, 
En^and sail so dose to the transparent building, 
whkh reopens rod<Qi that th^ can glimpse 
anodier unique aspect of the museum: a new 
tribute to Georges Braque in whkh a score of the 
65 paintings on show have never before beeri dis- 
l^c^publidy 

Moe than 11 million doUara has been spent on 
renovating a weathetwvom buildng opened In 
1961 fay writer Andre Malraux, then Charles de 
Gaulle’s Culture Minister. 

Only two years lat^, the writer ^loke (he eulo- 
gy at Braque's funeral, recaWng a career In'pafnt- 
ing that began at Le Havre's fine aits coll^ at 
die turn of the century when a fdlow student was 
Raoul Dufy 

Florence Malraux, die author's dau^iter, lent 
one of die 65 Braques diM have come from US 
and European galleries as well as< from anony- 
mous prirate collectors who had refused loans 
for supposedly definitive retrospeedves else- 
w4ieie. As die museum qlso carries Malraux's 
name, it a^s anodier personal fink between the 
writer and the painter, whom thp Culture 
Mini^ raised to the status of 'Wfidal painter", 
in the words of the curator, Rancolse Cohen. . 

Braque's reputation has suffered from the then 
ri^twing government's endorsement, whidi 
Indiided the pidy Loiivre exhibition of a living 
artist and several state commissions. One of Le 
Havre's ambitions is to erase the political label 


and restore his standing as one of the most 
important innovators of the century wliose mis- 
fortune was to accept the accolade of a petit- 
bourgeois regime In his old age. 

E^ of the problem In the double restorotlon 
piogntmrne - of Braque and of die museum hon- 
ouring him - is Malraux himself. His past as a 
Spanish CMl \Mir Republican hero was later 
(^ired by an often nauseating adulation of Do 
Gaulle. If Braque lias had to wait a long time for 
enduislasdc recognition by le Havre, a tradition- 
al Communist stronghold until recently tills was 
due pertly to Malraux’s qiilriy fdee of crearing e 
double purpose gallery and cultural centre to 
r^loce a museum destroyed British bombs. 

The 1961 institution, already strapped for exhi- 
bition space, had to padc awoy pictures at nlglit 
so tire building could be used for dance, tiieabe 
and conferences. With die renovation pro- 
gramme, pointing now cover die entire space, 
allowing the museum to bring scores of works by 
&igene BoucUn out of die reserve and reawaken 
die infiuence of the Honfieur painter on Claude 
Monet, who spent much ofhis early career in Le 
Havre. But the museum has none of Monetls for- 
mative wptks (he donated ditee later studies, 
indudirig a lAfa^tminster scene) and only one 
work by another fomous son, Jean Dqbuffet 

Until noi^ Braque, bom In Aigenteuil near 
Fans In 1882, was also, represeiited by only one 
work despite his tnembmhip of the post- 
impressionist groMp .known as thie 'I^uvea 
hauls' and Ns atelier at ly^i'ige^, n«r 




AGASSI FALLS, SAMPRAS AND MOYA 


ADVANCE AT LIPTON 


llVBISCAyNE. Florida |K) — It was 
double trouble for Andre Agassi ,ir 
the Upton Cliampionsiiips Saturday 
iitbr Americau star l-iu1ciI his open- 
ing match with a pair of ilnublo 
ro hand die win to .Sfovafcton 
Dwiinik Hrbaty. 

The alnth-seedod Agassi. wlu> lln- 
iibnl runner-up to Ctiilean Marculo 
klularryear here, wasted a strong 
suit by falling 1-6 6-3 6-2 to Hrbaty. 
Eighth seed Rios, making a come- 
kek from a back tnjury, enjoyed a 
solkittan to his title defense witit a 
74ft-3vlctory over Australian Scott 
Duper, while Spaniard Carlos Moya 
Rtt raccessful in his first march ns 
^number one player in the world, 
bit Agassi, playing his first match 
linre suffering a hamstring injury in 
^ semifinals at Scottsdale three 
wteksago, showed his rust against 
it 40th-ranked Hrbaty. 

Tbe Idea is to play matches, 
tfben you don't have them, it's 
toujh," said Agassi, who dropped 
N seree three times in the third 
M. 

Tm not in a great place at the 
'"Mtent, that's for sure." 

While Agassi was sent home witli- 
AU getting a sniff at a return to the 
liul, second seed Pete Sampras 
with a 6-3 7-6 second-round 
»in over former number one Jlni 
Cnirier. 

1«ipf85, wlio lost his top ranking 
wMoya after suffering early exits at 
korifdale and Indian Wells, was 


satisfiL'd with his play, especially in 
the lie-break, when he belted two 
nees and a pair of service winners to 
take it 7-3. 

"I was very pleased," said 
.•i.impras. who, .ilonp witli ail seeded 
players, received a first-round bye. 
■'When I saw the draw, the chances 
of playing Jim were pretty good and 
it's a very tough first match. 

"Hut 1 was obviously very eager 
and very focused today." 

Moya was extended but came on 
strong at the end to win his first 
match as king of the tennis worlfl. 6- 
3 4-6 G-l over Italian Davidc 
Sanguinetli. 

"I tliink he's a very good player," 
Sampras said of Moya. "But it's a 
whole new experience for him, 
being number one. It's not easy to 
stay there. 

"It's a long year. A lot of guys 
could touch number one this year. It 
comes down to the last day of the 
year," added Sampras, who finished 
atop the ATP rankings the past six 
years. 

Women's defending champion 
Venus Williams posted a routine 6-3 
6-4 victory over fellow American 
Tbra Snyder in the opening match of 
Che day, but felt her performance 
was not (ip to her exactinj^ stan- 
dards. 

"I think I made too many unforced 
errors." said the sixth-seeded 
Williams. "I didn't attack the short 
balls as ( have been working on. I 



Aiidra Aganl of Hie Uf fallf after sltpiilng down In fho IomI game of hte Mcond round match 
ngolnil Slovak Demlnik Hrbaty ol the Lipton Champlonahipo. Hrbaty won 1-6, 6-6, 6-a. 


definitely think there's room for 
improvement." 

Second-ranked Lindsay Davenport 
opened her quest for a first Lipton 
title with a decisive 6-3 6-0 win over 
Belgian Sabine Appcimans. 

But two-time former cliampion 
Arantxa Sanchez Virario. the 


women's fifth seed, was upended I- 
6 6-4 6-1 by Anne Kremer of 

Luxembourg. 

Hrbaty's win over Agassi marked 
his second top- 10 scalp collected 
this year following a victory over 
third-ranked Australian Open cham- 
pion Yevgeny Kafelnikov in 


Marseille. 

Apparently, it takes more than that 
to get a rise out of Hrbaty. who 
seemed rather iionclialaiir iiboiit his 
success. 

"ft Wiis just another win fur me," 
the Slovak said. "Lei's keep looking 
ro the next round and we'll see." 


Dieppe. 

But Colien bdieves tiw new ofoibition f*®' 
vides a coherent summary all Braijies fifk- 
ent periods, "in wliidi you can define foe de- 
ments of evolution and continuity fhw 
luitil he died". This may be impossible bi^ 
future as Ws wartime paintings are or »di Wf 
ile canviaes that museums and ooHeOcn n 
unlikely to lend tliem again. 

Best known for his assodatior 

PIoBso and die cubist and collage 
Braque was denied the popularity of foe »» 
ant Spanlaid because.of his Intellcciud lyj® 
to painting. A slow and thoughtful art* 
wrote about Ws ml«nisl of emotio n. IW 
later, often redwiw, conta**® 
stllHlfos and interiora. , 0 ^ 

Even with Ws birds of the 
which Cdien desaibed a 
. Braque coiistrirted spate ly 

aspartoFtiieworic,aithoUg^ithe 

dudes several contraditto,ry 
•fcrrasse, lent by a private coflector 
completed between 1948 ‘ . 

Wtet^evfiie. , . ' 

In superimposfog IrMora 

ixrfritingcmiairisetem^ 
of Braque's evolution ffom *" 
strict Intimety. 

• The ^Ibltion also 
Bnique's|influente«or|< . 

art. He died i^itdleM^^. W ^ 


BARKLEY CARRIES ROCKETS PAST SUNS 


JIWSTON (R) — Charles 
trashed his former team 
losirtg to them six days 
j|o and wasn’t about to let the 
kckets get burned by the Suns 
*pifi on Saturday. 
fefWey poured in a season- 
^ J5 points, induditig the 
dx in overtime, to carry 
to a 103-93 victory ‘ 
ntoenix Suns. 

®*fWey also grabbed 18 
In avenging 
^tons only loss in the last 
W games. After that setback 
%enlx, the outspoken for- 
^ Mid the Rockets should 
^riweto a team like the 
.who he viewed as "not on 

level* 

A^fasplred Barkley shot 13- 
Jfrom the field and 9-of-12 
^ hne Saturday, 
irtes was just phenome- 
r, Houston coach Rudy 
said. "He did It 
could. He took If 
^^5ket,hegot to the five 

tiHft .1 '*’r passed the 

(Wi orthe double team." , 
® 0 tered overtime 
tnJ! before Barkley 
® pair, of 

. 

wnS'^ wito finished: ' 

- sealed the wjii. 


with a 3-pointer chat made it 
101-93 with 56 seconds left. 

Hakeem Olajuwon con- 
tributed 16 points and lO 
rebounds for the Rockets. 

Tom Giigllotta scored 22 
points but just two after the 
third quarter for the Suns, who 
took a 77-68 lead into the 
fourth. 

"I just had a good night," 
Barkit'y said. "Every night 
somebody has to step up, and 
tonight was my night.” 

Kiilck5 96. CelticAa 

In New York, Patrick Ewing 
marked his tetum with 11 
points, 1 1 rebounds and three 
blocks and red-hoc Latrell 
SprewellTed the way with 27 
points as the lOiicks pounded 
the Boston Celtics 96-78. , 

The Knlcks star center had 
missed the last seven games 
with an Achilles tendon injury. 

Sprewell scored 18 of his 
points on sizzling 7-of-8 shoot- 
ing In the second quarter, when 
the Knlcks took cbWror by 
outscoring Boston 30-15. 

1lTCavaliei-d83 

In VWishirigton.,;., JuwMn 

HoWdrd 'and Mitch, t^jehmond ‘ 
corribitieid for, 57 points as. rite, 
VViza'^s ^shqt) tltejCMand 


Cavaliers 113-83. 

Howard had 28 points and 1 5 
rebounds, making l2-of-l7 
shots, while Richmond scored 
29 points, draining 5-of-7 from 
3-point range. 

Rod Strickland handed out 16 
assists as Washington rolled to 
its highest point total and 
widest margin of victory of the 
season. 

Bucks 83.iiawk£77 

In Atlanta, Glenn Robinson 
hit a 14-foot jumper with 53 
seconds left to put Milwaukee 
on top for. good and Ray Allen 
scored all eight ofhis points in 
the final 18 seconds as the 
Bucks held off the, Hawks 83-77. 

Robinson scored 21 points 
and Deli Curry and Chris 
Gatling added 12 apiece, for 
Milwaukee. , 

.. Allen, who missed his first 
eight shots, : sank , six free: 
Chi^ in Bri H-lsecond span 
jdowii the stretch, ^ i 

Pagers 94. Heat 89 • 
jn Miami, riic':ihdiana Papers 
took advantage of the.edrly exit 
of Alonso Mourning to pbst a' 

' 9.4rS9 victory arid move within 
' one game of firshplaice Hdat iri 


the Eastern Conference. 

With the imposing Mourning 
out of the way, (iidiana fo^ 
wards Chris Miillin and Antonio 
Davis scored 17 points each. 
The pair also combined for 19 
rebounds to halt Miami's 11- 
game home winning streak. 

Mourning, the Heat's top 
scorer and rebounder, was 
ejected with 5:1 1 to play in the 
second quarter after being hit 
with two technical fouls for 
arguing a call. 

Mavfirigjg lfl4. Kinm 90 

In Dallas, Cary Trent came off 
the bench to collect 22 points 
and 11 rebounds and help the 
Mavericks to a 104-90 victory 
over the Sacramento Kings. 

Steve Nash and • Michael 
EHnley also scored, 22 points 
apiece in the Mnyericks' offen- 
sive explosion as Dallas won fot 
just the third time in nine 

ganiea< 

SpHraM,firJg;|lfia.sa 

In Vancouver. Tim Duncan 
scored 24 points, including the 
first, four, in overtime. ' qnd 
.pujled dovvn 14 rebounds to 
.lead the San Antonio Spurs to a 
92r88 victory over the Grizzlies. 

Mflrib . ^le '' chipped in 16' 
points and Sean Elliott scored 


1 1 ofhis 14 in the fonrtli quar- 
ter as San Antonio won for the 
iOth time in 1 1 games. 
Vancouver's Shareef Abdur- 


Rahim, who led all scorers with 
25 points, hit a running Jumper 
as time expired to send the 
game into overtime. 



LotraH Sprowall aff fha IMw YSprlc Kolcks (R) flcnn 
dapikr the ball gasl R«i«l ,Mma ^ theiBbtlDii 
CalllcE |L) 111 fha guartee March SO^ 1999 
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ARSENAL KEEPS PRESSURE 
ON UNITED WITH 2-0 WIN 


LONDON (RJ — Champions 
Arsenal kept the pressure on 
English premier leaders 
Manchester United when they 
beat a resilient Coventry City 2- 
0 at Higlibiiry on Saturday. 

Arsenal’s victory took them 
to 59 points from 30 premier 
league games, one point 
behind United who face 
Everion at Old TYafford on 
Sunday. 

Et was Arsenal's 17th succes- 
sive cup and league match with- 
out defeat and their current 
form and confidence echoes 
last season's powerful surge to 
the league and cup double in 
the second half of the season. 

Coals from Ray Parlour (16) 
and Marc Overmars |80) 
secured the points but Arsenal 
were fortunate not to give away 
a penalty shortly before hal^ 
time when David Seaman 
brought ■ down Stephen 
Froggatt with a clumsy chal- 
lenge Inside his six-yard box. 

Arsenal manager Arsene 
\Atenger said he was pleased 
with the poiitts. "We didn't play 
as well in anack as we can, but 
our defensive efficiency kept us 
in the game." he said. 

While Arsenal stay in con- 


tention to retain their title, 
Leeds United kept alive their 
outside hopes of winning the 
championship for the first time 
since 1992. 

They came from behind to 
beat injury-hit Derby County 4- 
1 at Elland Road and chalk up 
their sixth successive league 
win - a feat they last achieved 
when they won the title in 
1973. 

Leeds got off to a bad start 
with Derby taking the lead in 
the fourth minute with a 
Francesco Baiano penalty. 

But Lee Bowyer(I8th), Jimmy 
Floyd Hassejbaink (32), Willem 
Korsten (45) and Ian Harte (85) 
all scored with well-taken goals 
to lift Leeds into third spot, five 
points behind Arsenal and six 
points behind United who have 
a game in hand. 

"We settled down well after a 
sloppy start and sepred four 
lovely goals," said Leeds man- 
ager David O'Leary. "I thought 
in the end we all played very 
well and caused them a lot of 
problems." 

Derby, already suffering with 
injuries, were not helped when 
Croatian international Igor 
Stimac went off In the second 


half witli what appeared to be a 
serious knee injury which looks 
certain to keep him out of next 
week's European Championship 
qualifier between Croatia and 
Yiigoslavia. 

At the other end of the table, 
Blackburn Rovers moved out of 
the bottom three with a 3-1 win 
over Wimbledon while 
Southampton kept alive their 
hopes of escaping relegation 
with a 1-0 home win over 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

Blackburn were 3-0 up after 
only 26 minutes with Ashley 
V\^rd and Matt Jansen, twice, 
breaching the Wimbledon 
defense. 

Hie Dons, who have now lost 
three successive games since 
manager Joe Kinnear was side- 
lined with a heart attack, 
improved in the second half 
with a Jason Euell goal, but 
could not stop Rovers winning, 
Brian Kidd's side moved to 
1 7th at the expense of Charlton 
Athletic wliose matcli against 
Tottenham' Hotspur was post- 
poned because' Spurs play 
Leicester City in the League 
Cup Final on Sunday. 

Charlton slipped back to 
19th, one off the bottom, as 


Southampton also won to move 
up to 18th: 

The Saints, looking to main- 
tain their run of 21 seasons in 
the top division, beat Sheffield 
Wednesday l-D with a first-half 
header from Matt Le TIssler for 
their fifth successive home win. 

But their woeful away form is 
letting them down and they are 
unlikely to get much reward 
from their visit to Old Trafford 
next Saturday. 

While Blackburn and . 
Southampton both moved a 
step nearer safety, bottom- 
placed Nottingham Forest 
appear doomed after conced- 
ing an 87th minute Brian Deane 
goal to lose 2-1 ac home to 
Middlesbrough. 

That leaves Forest adrift at 
the bottom of the table, eight 
points behind Charlton having 
played one match more. 

In other action West Ham 
beat Newcastle United 2-0 to 
move up from seventh from 
fifth with goals from Paolo Di 
Canlo (17) and former 
Newcastle striker Paul Kltson, 
who scored against his old side 
nine minutes from time. 



Mi 


Anm^f Patrick Vilm (rear) 
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KAHN SETS RECORD AS BAYERN 
EXTENDS WINNING STREAK 


BORDEAUX SCRAPE VICTORY. 
AS MARSEILLE CRUSH LORIENT 


BONN (R) — Goalkeeper Oliver Kahn set a 
Bundesllga record for keeping goals out 
on Saturday as Bayern Munich profited 
from a late goal from Carsten Jancker to 
beat Warder Bremen IK) on Saturday. 

Bayern faNed to shine at home but still 
recoided t)»pir eighth successive league 
victory, with Jancker striking from close 
range with cjirce minutes left. 

But the day's hero was Kahn. Tlie 
Germany keoper has managed 723 min- 
utes withotA conceding a goal - 82 min- 
utes longer than Oliver Reck, who held the 
previous record with 641 minutes for 
Werder Brenaen in the 1987-88 season. 

Three days after their impressive 4-0 
demolition of German champions 
Kaiserslautern for a place in the semifinals 
of the European Cup, Bayern, missing sev- 
eral key players, had an indifferent game 
1^ their statidards. 

Bremen, who were the better team and 
came close to scoring when Ukrainian mid- 
fielder Yuri Maximov hit the post in the 
75th minute, will face Bayern again in the 
Cennan Cup final on June 12 in Berlin. 

"We were lucky to win this one," said 
Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld, who had to 
do without Brazilian striker Elber, mid- 
fielder Mario Basier and defender Markus 
Babbel, all injuredi. . ■ 

"We found It very difficult to get Into 


the match but that's understandable when 
you are missing important players," he 
added. "What I liked is the team did not 
want just a draw and kept fighting for vic- 
tory." 

Tire Munich club are a comfortable 14 
points clear of second-placed 
Kaiserslautern, who won 2-1 at lowly VfL | 
Bochum thanks to a goal from striker Uwe 
Roeslcr four minutes from time. 

Andreas Zeycr put the home side ahead 
three minutes from the interval. Brazilian 
midfielder Ratinho leveled for 
KaisersIautern'In the 59th minute. 

A last-minute goal from midfielder 
Marcel Itetelaer enabled bottom of the 
table Borussia Moenchengladbach to 
snatch a 2-2 draw at VfB Stuttgart and 
snatch a precious point in their fight to 
escape relegation. i 

Stuttgart moved 2-0 up with goals from 
Hungarian midfielder Krisztian Llsztes and 
Bulgarian playmaker Krassinilr Balakov in 
the 19th and 60th minutes respectively. 

Defender Michael. Frontuck restored 
liope for Moenchengladbach by reducing 
the arrears in the 67th minute. 

"it will be cough but we're not giving 
. up," sajd Moenchengladbach coach teiner 
Bonhof. who helped' the club to five 
German titles.and tWo UEI^ Cup victories- 
• In the 1970s. , 


PARIS (R) — Girondins Bordeaux 
clung to their one-point lead over 
Olympique Marseille in the two- 
horse race for the French league 
title with a tight 1-0 home win over 
Strasbourg on Saturday. 

After taking an 1 1th-minuto lead 
through captain Michel Pavon, they 
were indebted to' some fine saves 
from goalkeeper Ulrich Rame as 
they struggled to shake off the 
hangover from their 6-0 midweek 
UCIA Cup pasting at Parma. 

Marseille, inspired by two-goal 
Fabrizio Ravanelli, stayed hot on 
Bordeaux's heels with a 4-1 victory 
over 10-man Lorient at the 
Wlodrome. 

Lorient goalkeeper Angelo 
Hugues was sent off in the 16th 
. minute for handling a shot by 
Florlan Maurice outside the box 
under;pres5ure from Ravanelli, who 
immediately put his side In front 
. with the free kick. 

. Bordeaux have 59 points and 
Marseille, France's sole UEBA Cup 
suivivors, 58 with seven games to 
go. ' 

Olympique Lyon, like Bordeaux' 
eliminated in the; UEFA Cup quar- 
ter-finals; were also ^reduced fo Kj) 
men as they crashed 1-0 at rel^ga-: 


tion-tlireatcned Le Havre to fall 12 
points behind Bordeaux. 

Lyon’s Swiss striker Marco 
Grass!,- already seiving a four-match 
European suspension, was sent off 
after half an hour for elbowing Lc 

Havre's Nicolas lluysmnii In the 
face. 

Tlicy are now only one point 
ahead of Monaco, 1-0 winners at 
Nantes on Friday, In the race for 
third place. 

Marseille striker Christophe 
Dugarry saldj "Our logs were a bit 
heavy after our efforts in Vigo 
(where they had a 0-0 draw -with 
Celta), but we had a good match. 

"Bordeaux sufTered, too, but they 
also won and the tussle continues. 
With Lyon's defeat the title will 
now be played out between us. 
Both sides deserve to be where 
they are," the France striker said. 

At Marseille. Lorlent’s reserve 
goalkeeper Stephane Le Garrec was 
thrown in at the deep end and had 
already conceded a goal before his 
'.first touch of the ball. 

Having taken up his position for 
Ravanelli^s free kick he could only 
watchi rooted to the spot, as the, 
Italian curled the ball over the wall 
■ and -in at tlie, tase of the far post. , 


Hugues was the second goa 
keeocr sent off for the same 

olTence in two ^ 

Bastla’s Eric Durand near the ^ 

the Coreicans’2-1 home defeat by 
N.incy on frlday, 

Maurice put Matt','®' , 

five minutes after the 
a superb chip a«tU^^ 
theedgeortheboxafterbeWP"' 

tlirougii by Robert ^ 5,(1 

Pires hit the posl 
,„i„„te before "^ 1 , 

three In the 72nd rmm a ^ 
the French International st!|® 
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fENNIS PRODIGY'S PARENTS TO SUE 
WTA FOR RIOHT TO PLAY 


LONDON — She is young, bright and beau- 
lifiil. Monique Viele has been described by 
one drooling publicist as a "champion thor- 
oughbred with her physical grace and beau- 
tf Her long, lean, tanned muscular legs are 
both an attribute to her good looks and her 
spetd on the court. 

Her physique is astonishing..." She is also - 
onVl^ 

When most girls her age would be swot- 
ting for exams and learning about boys, 
Viele, a promising tennis player, has 
become the focus of a furious transatlantic 
debate about whether pushy parents 
should be allowed to capitalize on the 
sporting talents of their children - even if it 
risks harming their teenage development. 

Viete's parents are threatening to sue the 
librid Tennis Association for refusing to let 
dxir dauglUer compete on the lucrative 
sdult tour. "She feels unfortunate that so 
rtjny other girls before her were able to 
tim pro, make history, and maybe break 
records at 14, but she can’t," said her 
oother, Bernadette. 

Her father, Rick, added: "Tl'ie WTA says 
lour) is tough on kids' bodies. But it's 
(he same thing in the juniors. Tliey play 
e^^ single weekend. The trouble is you're 
not making any money in the Juniors. It's 
unfortunate witat happened to Jennifer 
Capriati (who was a millionaire at 13. but. 
ifier dropplrtg out, was arrested for 
shoplilting and possession of marijuana), 
boi that's not enough reason to punish the 
refl.’ 

The Vieies, publishers of a stock market 
vwsietter, have tlireatened legal action if 
ihdr daughter is barred from competing 
i^is season. They say: "Tlie tragedy is that 
the best American to .come along in a long 
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time can't play. It's not like wc want to go 
to the time and expense of filing a lawsuit, 
but If no concessions are made by the WTA 
before the US Open, we will sue." 

Tbnnis officials have seen enough players 
suffer the distressing consequences of 
starting too soon - IVacy Austin, Andrea 
Jaeger and Capriati among them - to be 
wary of welcoming pubescent prodigies. It 
was because of this that four years ago they 
excluded 14-year-olds from the tour, stat- 
ing: "Fourteen is too young for children to 
play a heavy schedule of professional tour- 
naments. The physical and emotional pres- 
sures are so great that the younger players 
are unduly susceptible to injury and bum- 
out." 

Many British experts agree. Sally Jones, 
the BBC commentator and former tourna- 
ment player, herself with young children, 
believes it would be disastrous if the Vieies 
won their case. 

"The trouble is that being 14 and brilliant 
at tennis you are far more marketable than 
if you are 1 6 and brilliant," she said. "But it 
is cynical and greedy of parents to try to 
ride roughshod over the rules to cash in on 
their children's ralent. It would set a very 
dangerous precedent if the Vieies managed 
to overturn the rules." 

Sarah Wood, mother of 18-year-old Lucy 
Wood, a top-ranking British player, agreed. 
"I think it's absolutely crazy. They have to 
be given time for their bodies to develop, 
otherwise they end up worn out and 
injured. Even in this country they are 
pushed too much. Witli Lucy we insisted 
slie stayed on at school to do her A-levels." 


Tile Vieies, from Florida, dispute statisti- 
cal evidence showing that more than 19 per 
cent of those who turned professional at 13 
or 14 had retired before 20, a figure that 
dropped to 2.7 per cent at 1 5. 

If the Vieies do succeed in having 
Monique accepted on to the adult tour 
before her fifteenth birthday, on the 
grounds that the WTA rules “Inhibit her 
from making a living", they will almost cer- 
tainly have to pay legal fees. 

The prospect of the WTA admitting her 
without a fight is remote. 

Bart McGuire, the WTA's chief exeAitive, 
who is a lawyer, lias vowed he will not back 
down. “It's a rule we absolutely will defend 
if we have to. It's extraordinary how many 
parents say the rule is great in concept bur 
that we ought to make an exception for 
their child.” 

The hype surrounding the Monique Vide 
story has been enlivened by the fact that 
she is good looking, something her publi- 
cists liavc been promneing slaveringly. 
Sports Illustrated, the respected US maga- 
zine, lias claimed Viele was being promot- 
ed as a sex symbol, a charge her father 
described as ridiculous. "In my eyes she's a 
pretty, young girl," he said. "Slie doesn't 
think she's a sex symbol." 

Nick Bolletcieri, another top coach who 
has instructed Viele. is less enamoured. "1 
no longer work with her," lie said, "because 
of differences of opinion with her parents 
regarding her training needs. 

Only time will tell the whole story. Hie 
baggage tliat came along with tliis girl was 
excessive. Wc needed a van for it." 


By JON HENDERSON 


TCHMIL WINS 


MILAN-SAN REMO 


A wm 


Wi REMO (AFP) — Belgium's Andrei Tchmil won the 
''lilan-San Remo, the opening World Cup race of the season, 
^rday, his attack in the final kilometre seeing off 
'Many's Erik Zabel after a gruelling 294 kilometres. 

Tdimil, 36, made his move some 600 metres from the line 
^'Kljusi edged out Zabel, who was attempting to claim a 
^Urick in the event, to bag his third World Cup triumph. 

Tile Belgian of Russian origin previously won the 1994 
^•Roubatx and the 1997 Parls-Tours. 

Nand's Zbigniew Spruch placed third ahead of home 
IwpeStefano Garzelli. 

was controversy earlier when the riders from the 
Tfkkom, ONCE, Lotto and Festina teams were given ram 
blood tests beginning at 4.45 a.m, ' 

I ^ were Judged fit to participate in the race - but 
i THekom’s Zabel was furious after being woken at 4:30 a.m. 

I Zabel said; "Tliis is a provocation, because even if 1 
similar tests a few years ago, they at least had 
; ^ good grace to not wake me until 6:00 a.m." 

' tie France and Tour of Italy champion Marco PantanI 
; tried to move clear of the pack at Cipressa, 25 kilo- 
I out., 

8ut although lie managed to put several seconds 
I himself and his rivals he was soon reined in by a 
1 which included compatriot Michele Bartoli. 

I Another Italian, Gabriele Colombo, the 1996 winner in 
f . then pushed hisway to the front at Poggio, less, 

[ kilometres from the line, I 

L hW establishing a seven-second lead, he too found 
\ submerged by the peloton in the, climax bn the-V|a 
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SPORTS MINISTER, 

MOHAMMAD Khair 
Mainser, explained the 
ministry's new policies 
for the 9th Pan Arab 
Games. 

In a press conference 
Oil Saturday evening, 

Mamser promised to 
make the planning 
process more democra- 
tic. "We will not make 
any important deci- 
sions without dis- 
cussing it with the con- 
cerned parties," he 
said. 

Mamser also discussed the new budget for the Games. The 
new government lia^ raised the budget from 1 1 million JOD to 
17.337 million JOD. According to Mamser, this raise will "allow 
die organizers to offer better hospitality for the visiting athletes 
and delegations." 

Concerning the athletes' work respoiisibilites, the minister 
said, "a special committee was formed in order to free the nth- 
Ictes from any engagement that might impede them participat- 
ing in their events." 

Despite the nimors, not a single game is to be cancelled due 
to lack of participation, "even if only iwo countries will be par- 
ticipating." confirmed Mamser. 

Finally, Mamser called for all Jordanians lu work logether to 
make the dream of the late King Hussein a reality. 

— Iiy an Arab Daily reporevr 




start today 


THE ARAB DAILY — The Kingdom's Bodybuilding 
Championships begin today in hopes of finding new members to 
participate in the 9th Pan Arab Games this summer. 

Abdul-Munem Abu-Touk said that alrhough tliree existing 
members of the team will remain, "we would like to come out 
out of this championship with qualified individuals to rebuild 
our national team." 

The championships start at 11K)0 a.m, in Union's Sports 
Center, Jebnl Amman. 




THE ARAB DAILY — The Jordanian Basketball team will arrive 
today after a 7-day camp In Lebanon. 

This camp came after 2 months of training with the new 
Portuguese national coach Andrea] Loau. 

The aim of this campTs to familiarize the new coach with the 
team: members’ individual skills, so he can assign each player to 
his suitable position. . . 




IllB. I^ILY —7 Jordan judo Federation wljl hold its weekly 

ihee;riilg-this evening. ' ' - ■ ' 

Nimer AI^Hiniioudi Head of Jordan Jud6<Fcderiltldn?end;atte^^ 
danfe WJIj. dlscusi the participation., of t)ie ..athletes,, in', the 
.nUnlsianjudo dampibnships from Aj^rit ;!2-7i.-; -.ii; ' 

( The team's preparation for the^tfi Pah Arab ;C|ame§ Is also 'd'h 
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BLOOM 


NEW 


NEW YORK — A quiet rebel- 
lion Is prising open cracks in 
Rudy Giuliani's New York. 
On Thursday 59 people were 
arrested, four of them hand- 
cuffed together, outside 
Number One Police Plaza. 

The demonstrations have 
been daily. Their cause is 
the shooting of Amadou 
Diaiio, a Guinean street 
trader killed by a fusillade of 
41 police bullets Tired by 
officers of the Street Crime 
Unit during four seconds on 
4 February. 

The symbolism of the 
protest was unmistakable. 
One of the cuffed quartet 
Wiis KweisI Mfume, presi- 
dent of the moderate 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured 
People. On another occasion 
the demonstration was 
joined by Wyatt Tee Walker, 
former aide to Martin Luther 
King. 

The protests are the most 
determined civil uni«st New 


York lias seen since rhe 
Sixties. Now the US Justice 
Department has put the New 
York Police Department 
under formal investigation. 
It will determine whether 
rhe Street Crime Unit 
abused Diallo's civil rights. 
At the same lime a Bronx 
Grand Jury is deciding 
whether criminal charges 
should be brought against 
the officers. 

The Feds' investigation will 
examine other allegations of 
police brutality to establish 
"patterns and practices” of 
abuse. Officials are already 
working on the case of 
Abner Lduinia, a Haitian bru- 
talised and sodomised by 
polled while in custody last 
year. 

Diaiio was a hard-working, 
gently spoken, religiously 
devout young man wlio was 
unarmed and heading for a 
late snack when he was 
gunned down. You can still 
see bullet' holes in rhe 



vestibule of 1157 Wheeler 
Avenue, which has since 
become a flower-strewn 
shrine, behind the red door 
he had just opened. 

Getting guns off the streets 
has been Giuliani's triumph. 
The plain-clothes SCU, with 
its slogan "We own the 
night” and roaming unac- 
countably from precinct to 
precinct, played the star 
role. 

But the killing of Diaiio has 
touched the core of the 
Bronx, this strange land- 
scape in which depravity 
and renewal stare uneasily 
at each other across the 
wastelands of .graffiti and 
abandoned but Inhabited 
cars. It is simmering with an 
indignation no oiie under 
the age of 50 can recall. 

Last week it was the school- 


children's turn - a day of 
mass truancy and a “Hip- 
Hop Generation March 
Against Hollow-Point Bullets 
and Police Brutality". Then 
there was the extraordinary 
and unreported, march in 
complete silence across 
Brooklyn Bridge by the con- 
gregation of the Love 
Fellowship Pentecostal 
Tabernacle. 

Outside Number One Police 
Plaza, they prayed and sang 
gospel songs. The police 
wore riot gear. 

There has been a fiery 
counterpoint to this sobri- 
ety from the emergent pup- 
pet master of the protests - 
Giuliani's aspirant successor 
A1 Sharpeon, arrested with 
seven others last week and 
released from jail on 
Thursday. 


Ami there are people like 
the Diallu family's neigh- 
bours in the Souiulview dis- 
trict of the Bronx, who 
unequivocally supported the 
police until the shooting. 
Now, says ones *'We live in 
fear of the police ns much as 
of the criminals.'' 

Soundview is n mix-and- 
match of ethnic groups 
which get lumped together 
as ''black” or “African 
American". In reality, the 
immigrants rarely mixed 
with the ghetto-wise native 
New York blacks. 

The disciplinarinn, devout 
West Africans tended to be 
people like Maurice Ojuang, 
who thouglu he was "half 
way to heaven” when he 
arrived in New York to study 
for a Ph D. He found instead 
that he was "two thirds of 
• tlie way to holl”, subject to 
ritual abuse and throats of 
violence. 

Mayor Giuliani has refused 
to suspend the officers and 


has criticised “obsenKt 
media concern* at Diallo's 
death • meanwhile braving 
angry crowds at his funeral, 
and expressing his ''pr^ 
found regret" over and over 
again. His ratings liave 
slumped from 72 percent to 
only 42. 

The pivotal figure In the 
case is now Robert Johnson, 
Bronx District hnmti and 
the only black in Not 
York State, whose Cr&nd 
jury is hearing witnesses, 
He is a tough DA naturally 
sympathetic to his former 
co-prosecutor Giuliani. On 
the other hand, he is 
responsive to his con- 
stituents in the Bronx. 

He is under acute pressure 
from below to prosecute ifir 
four officers, and equal 
pressure from above w 
do so. And every day, out- 
side his courthouse. 
demo Is there; 

No Peacel" 
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— twenty leading flg- 
j» WDild football allegedly 
ed a million dollars in 
s to "fix" die election for 
game's top Job. 

> each received 50,000 dol- 
frant the ruler of a Middle 
em state - who had the 
flown in by private jet - to 
Sepp Blatter as head of Fifa. 
Envelopes stuffed with cash, it 
isdilmed, were their reward for 
muring Blatter beat Lennart 
nsson, the “honesty" candi- 
to become the soccer 
idifs most powerful leader. 
Qalms that last year's contro- 
.'tnitl Fifa presidential election 
rigged are threatening to 
pitiege the governing body into 
i comiptlon scandal like that 
mvelo|ung the International 
Dipopic Committee, 
llie allegations appear in an 
!^ive book about Fifa whicli, 
« file Observer revealed two 
^{riis ago, Blatter is trying to 


have banned. 

How They Stole the Game, 1^ 
British author David Ynllop, has 
sparked calls for an independent 
inquiry into alleged sleaze at 
Fifa. 

But Blatter's bid to suppress 
the book suffered a setback last 
week wlien a Dutdi court 
refused to grant him an injunc- 
tion to stop it being sold in 
Holland. 

The Amsterdam judge heard 
titat Vhliop's charges were seri- 
ous enough to warrant an 
inquiry. He suggested that Fifa 
should act finally to clear up 
claims that the presidency con- 
test was rigged. 

However, Blatter lias dis- 
missed that idea out of hand. 
Asked about setting up an inves- 
tigation. he replied: “Why 
should 17 I cannot open nn 
inquiry Into ntyself. The elec- 
tions arc now finished." 

Dutch Judge Orobio dc Castro 


said that Vbilop was entitled to 
ask why so many Fifa delegates 
from African countries switched 
their support to Blatter from 
Johansson, the Swedish presi- 
dent of European football's rul- 
ing body, in the election last 
June. 


Tlte judge decided that 
\^llop's claim about envelopes 
of cash and tlie Middle East 
leader, who cannot be named for 
legal reasons, "is sulllcienriy 
concrete that Blatter and l-'ifa 
can defend themselves against 
it". He also suggested th.it the 
20 delegates who iincxpecredly 
cliaiiged sides and tlie wealthy 
figure said to be behind the 
vore-biiying “ronld be asked 
about the sequence of events". 

How They Stole the Came also 
asks what became of tlie billions 
of dollars Fifa e.irncd from sell- 


ing Wbrld Cup television rights, 
highlighrs Fifa leaders' extrava- 
gant lifestyles, and discloses 
details of seaet accounts over- 
seas. 

Judge De Castro defended 
Yhllop's riglu to probe Fife's 
financial arrangements. “It can 
be expected of an organisation 
of siicli size and sudi public 
importance that its policy in 
these areas is transparent,” he 
said. 

“In the absence of such trans- 
parency. it cannot justifiably 
complain if critical questions 
iirisc among the public and if 
doubts ate pubticly expressed 
about the provoiiimce and 
ex)>enditure of moiiL^." 

Yallop's book purports to 
reveal llio sensation, il details of 
how Blatter, tlic Swiss underdog, 
m,maged to beat the ravourito, 
Johansson. 

If does nut dntm liint Blatter 
was either involved in or knew 


about the alleged vote-buying. 
Bur It does allege that rhe 
Middle Eastern figure flew 1 mil- 
lion dollars to Paris, which was 
given to around 20 Fifa dele- 
gates at the Meridien Hotel. 

The author, wlio is best 
known for his nve-mtllion-sclling 
In God’s Name - an expose of 
corniption inside the Vatican - 
instead says that associates of 
Blatter “fixed” the poll. 

Johansson voiced his suspi- 
cions immediately after he lost 
the presidency poll. 1)y 1 1 1 votes 
to ftO. Recently lie suggested 
that >hllop's claims merited 
investigation. 

However. Uefa spokesman 
Frits Ahlstrom said Johansson 
would not bring them up at Fifa 
in case he was seen as a Ixad 
loser. 

David Will, the Scottish vicc- 
presideiu of Fifn, inid Tlie 
Observer: "Tliea' wen# plenty nf 
minonrs going round about the 


presidential election, but I don't 
know if the claims of su|iposed 
malpractice are true or untrue. 

"IVe no reason to believe 
these rumours or disbelieve 
them." Will docs not back any 
sort ofinquiry. 

Yallop said last night; 'Tifa 
won't lave die investigation 
because too many people impli- 
cated in cormptiou going back 
25 years are still in positions of 
power." 

He wants an independent 
probe along the lines of the IOC 
investigation contluctcd by 
Senator George Mildicll. 

Willi British companies lim- 
ning scared of publishing 
Yallop's bnok here, the author is 
now considering piiblisliing It 
himself. 

Altliuugh Blatrcr succeeded in 
having tlie book banned in 
Switzeriand. It is being sold 
openly in Germany, Ausiri.i «in<l 
Brazil. 


FIRE IN RUSSIAN 
PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL 



WOSCOW lUPI) — Twenty- 
* Russian psychiatric 
Htwnts were .killed and 14 
•tilers injured in an overnight 
Steihat swept through a psy- 
ifiiJiric hospital in Ustyuzhino 
“iwxiiiem Russia, where ns- 
^rs were hindered by bars 
>'*> the windows. 

*ity perished in the blaze 
^ we man died on his way 
hospital. 

Bit lire began at about 11:15 
Pai. local time, quickly 

the 81 -year.nlH gjn- 


gle-story wooden building 
housing the hospital wards. 
The Itar-Tass news agency 
quotes officials nt the scene 
saying the high toll was part- 
ly due to the fact that many 
of the victims were patients 
unable to walk and whose 
mental state slowed their 
reactions to the fire. 

Would-be rescuers were hin- 
dered by Iron bars on the 
windows of the building. ' 
which housed two wards of 
copic considered dangerous . 


mental patients. Fifteen peu 
pie were rescued, the agency 
said. 

According to Itar-Tass, rhe 
fire began in a room used for 
ironing and drying linen. 
Officials surmise an electric 
heating appliance or an iron 
might have been left on. The 
investigation into the fire is 
being conducted by a special 
commission. 

Ustyuzhino ' is about 200 
miles north or Moscow. 



GENEVA, (ICRC) — a total nf 
449 Iraqi prisoners of war 
held in Iran and 53 Iranian 
detainees held -in Iraq were 
repatriated under the aus- 
pices of the ICRC. The opera- 
tion, at the 

Mundharich/Khosravi dteck- 
poinl on the border between 
the two countries, was super- 
vised by ICRC delegates who 
registered and checked the 


identity of all (hose con- 
cerned. and held private 
interviews with eacli of them 
to ensure tliat they were 
going home of their own free 
will. 

This event marks another 
step towards a final resolu- 
tion of the liuinanitarian 
issues arising from the 
Iran/Iraq war, which ended in 
1988. It follows similar oper- 


ations in April and Decemlxer 
1998 and brings the total 
number of prisoners released 
in the past eleven months to 
over 6400. 

Since the outbreak of the 
Iran/iraq conflict in 1980, the 
ICRO has helped to repatriate 
more than 90,000 POWs from 
both sides. 




















